


r=. 


~~ 











THE 
MONTHLY REVIEW, 


For APRIL, 1780. 
Py Letonoro pore LOrO RO TOOL Ogo Bez e go LOS ORO LO Lo £0 Le FOALS, 


Art. 1. Conclufon of our Review of the new Edition of Shak/peare, 
by Steevens, &c. See Review for January. 


E now fit down to fulfil our engagement to the Public 
by prefenting them with fuch extracts from the anno 
tations on Shakfpeare, as, we prefume, cannot fail of proving 
fatisfactorv to the admirers of that illuftrious Bard. : 
In the firft Scene, Act II. of the Tempeft, Profpero fays to 
Ferdinand, | 
— ‘© for [ 


“© Have given you a third of my own life.” 
was_diflatisfied with the reading, and altered 


Mr. Theobald 
the eid fubftituting thread for third. - Dr. Johnfon reftored 
the old feading, and apprehends that Profpero, by calling his 
daughter Miranda ‘< a third of his own life,” alludes to fome 
logical diftinétion of caufes, making her the final caufe. 
* Though this conjecture (fays Mr. Hawkins) be very inge- 
nious, 1 cannot think the poet had any fuch idea in his mind. 
The word thread was formerly fpelt third, as appears from the 
following paflage in the comedy of Mucidorus (1619) : 

‘* Long mailt thou live, and when the filters fhall decree 

** To cut in twain the twifted third of life 

** Then let him die,” &c. 

Mr. Tollet adopts Mr. Theobald’s emendation, and obferves, 
that * Profpero confiders himfelf as the ftock or parent-tree, and 
his daughter as a fibre or portion of himfelf, and for whofe be-~ 
nefit he himfelf lives, In this fenfe the word is ufed in Mark- 
bam’s Englifh Hufbandman (1635) ‘* Every branch and ¢hird of 
the root,” &c. Mr. Steevens confirms Mr. Hawkins’s obfer- 
ston concerning the ancient method of fpelling the word 
thread, by a curious quotation from an old poem, entitled, Lin- 
4a, publifhed in 1607 . 7 
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# “« For-as a fub'le fpider clofely fitting 
‘* In center of her web that fpreadeth round, 
‘* If the leaft fly but touch the {mallet third 
‘© She feels it inftantly.” 

‘ The following quotation, however (continues Mr. Steevens) 
fhould feem to place the meaning beyond all difpute. In Ay. 
laftus, a comedy (152g), is this paflage :—S* One of worldly 
fhame’s children, of his countenance, and THREDE of his body,” 

Our ingenious Editor hath well illuftrated a paffage in the 
Two Gentlemen of Verona, by a fimilar expreffion in a contempo- 
rary writer. Valentine fays, 

‘* Difdain to root the /ummer welling flower.” 
‘ IT once thought (fays Mr. Steevens) that the poet had written 
fummer-fmelling flower :. but the epithet which ftands in the text 
I have fince met with in the tranflation of Lucan by Sir Arthur 
Gorges (1614), B. VIII. P. 554. 
“© no Roman chieftaine fhould 

“© Come near to Nyles Pelafian mould 

*¢ But thun that /ommer-/welling fhore.”’ 
‘ The original is—ripafque e/ffate tumentes, 1.829. Maylike. 
wife renders it ** fummer-fwelled banks.” —The fummer-fwelling 
flower, is the fower which {wells in fummer till it expands it- 
felf into bloom.’ 

‘The implacable hatred that Shakfpeare bore to Sir Thomas 
Lucy, the gentleman who profecuted him for ftealing deer out 
of his park at Charlcott in Warwickfhire, hath been frequently 
taken notice of. His commentators are agreed in fuppofing 
that the poet hath burlefqued the Knight in the character of 
‘Jufiice Shallow, in the Merry Wives of Windfor, He bath 
given the fame arms to both: and indulged himfelf in a vein of 
Jow humour on the fimilitude of the found between /uce and 
loufe. [Vid. the firft Scene.] ¢ Mr. William Oldys (Norroy 
King at Arms, and well known from the fhare he had in com- 
piling the Biographia Britannica) among the colleétions which 
he left for a Life of Shak/peare, obferves that—** there wasa 
very aged gentleman living in the neighbourhood of Stratford 
(where he died fifty years fince) who had not only heard from 
feveral old people in that town, of Shak{peare’s tranfgrefion; 
but could remember the firft ftanza of that bitter ballad, which 
repeating to one of his acquaintance, he preferved it in writing ; 
and here it is, neither better nor worfe, but faithfully tran 


fcribed from the copy which his relation very courteoufly com 
municated to me: 











a 


* Pope in his Effay on Man defcribes the exquifite delicacy of the 
fenfe of feciing in the fpider in a manner exaétly fimilar to that 
the old poet, 
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ts A parliamente member, a juftice of peace, 
«© At home a poore fcare-crowe, at London an affe, 
« [flowfe is Lucy, as fome volke mifcalle it, 
« Then Lucy is lowlie whatever befall it. 
«s He thinks himéfelf greate 
‘© Yer an ailz in his ftate ; 
‘“ We allow by h's ears, but with affes to mate. 
“© If Lucy is lowe, as fome volke mifcalle it, 
“ Then fing lowfie Lucy whatever befall it.” 

‘Contemptible (fays our Editor) as this performance muft 
now appear, at the time when it was written it might have 
had fuficient :power to irritate a vain, weak, and vindictive 
magiftrate ; efpecially as it was affixed to fome of his park 
gates, and confequently publifhed among his neighbours.—It 
may be remarked likewife, that the jingle on which it turns oc- 
curs in the firft fcene of the Merry Wives of Windfor. 

©] may add, that the veracity of the late Mr. Oldys hath 
never yet been impeached ; and it is not very probable that a 
ballad fhould be forged, from which an undifcovered wag could 
derive no triumph over antiquarian credulity.” 

Mr. Steevens thinks § it not improbable that Shakfpeare, in 
the character of Falftaff, might have aimed fome ftrokes at the 
corpulence and intemperance of Ben Jonfon. Mr. Oldys, in 
his MS. additions to Langbaine’s Account of Englifh dramatic 
poets, introduces the following ftory of Ben, which was found 
in amemorandum-book, written in the time of the civil wars by 
Mr. Oldifworth, who was Secretary to Philip Ear] of Pembroke. 

“ Mr. Camden recommended him to Sir Walter Raleigh, 
who trufted him with the care and education of his eldeft fon, 


Walter, a gay fpark, who could not brook Ben’s rigorous 


treatment: but perceiving one foible in his difpofition, made 
ufe of that to throw off the yoke of his government. “This was 
an unlucky habit that Ben had contracted, through his love of 
jovial company, of being overtaken with liquor, which Sir 
Walter of all vices did moft abominate, and hath moft exclaimed 
againft. One day when Ben had taken a plentiful dofe, and 
was fallen into a found fleep, young Raleigh got a great bafket 
and a couple of men, who laid Ben in it, and then with a pole 
carried him to Sir Waiter, telling him that their young mafter 
had fent home his tutor.” ‘i 

_ The expreflion, ‘ delighted {pirit,’ in the fpeech of Claudio, 
in Meajure for Meafure, hath been a fubje& of much conjec« 
ture amongit the critics. Sir Thomas Hanmer altered the word 
to dilated, “Sas if becaufe the {pirit in the body is faid to be 
imprifoned, it was crouded together \ikewife, and fo by death not 
only fet free but expanded, which if ‘true (fays Dr. War- 
uton) would make it Icfs fenfible of pain.” Dr. Jonnfon ace 
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knowledges that ‘* the moft plaufible alteration is that which 
fubftitutes 





: * the denighted {pirit,’ 
alluding to the darknefs always fuppofed in the place of futur 
punifhment.” But however plaufible this correction might 
appear, the learned Critic is not difpofed to adopt it. He m. 
ther approves of an amendment propofed by Mr. Thirlby, who 
would fubftitute delinquent for delighted. Mr. Steevens, in the 
prefent edition, adopts Dr. Warburton’s reading, and remarks 
that, © by delighted {pirit, is meant the foul once accuflomed to 
light, which of courfe muft render the fufferings, afterwards 
defcribed, lefs tolerable. “Thus our Author calls youth, dblefid 
in a former fcene, before he proceeds to fhew its wants and jt 
inconveniences.’ If Dr. Johnfon’s ingenious conjecture, tha 
Shakfpeare writ b/a/ffed and not blefed youth,’ be well grounded, 
Mr. Steevens muft look elfewhere for an illuftration: and we 
think he hath not far to go for it. The fenfible warm matin 
(mentioned in the preceding line) is as much in contraft with 
the kneaded clod, as the delighted /pirit with fiery floods. In this 
connection the meaning is perfectly obvious. ‘The body, now 
warm with life, and aétive in its motions, will be reduced toa 
cold unanimated mafs ; and the {pirit now delighted or plea(ed 
with its fituation and enjoyments in the body, will exchange it 
for the regions of unknown and unutterable horror. 

We have heard of fome ingenious conjectures relating to the 
paflage in queftion, that are not mentioned by any of the Edi- 
tors of Shakfpeare, and which we think carry more plaufibility 
in them than the dilated of Sir Thomas Hanmer, or even the 
delinquent of a greater critic. A gentleman of great ingenuity 
hath propofed the following alteration : 

‘ Aye, but to die and go we know not where; 

To lie in cold obftruction and to rot: 

This fenfible warm motion to become 

A kneaded clod; and the delated {pirit 

To bathe in fiery floods,’ &c. . 
Delated is a \aw-term for arraigned or accufed. We think this 
correction a very elegant one. I[t gives a grandeur to the 
preflion, and we fhould be very ready to adopt it, if we wert 
not convinced that delighted was the original word, and thatit 
admits of a very juft and natural interpretation. i 

Another curious and ingenious gentleman, who thinks hia- 
felf at liberty with the reft of the readers of Shakfpeare, to {pt- 
culate on a difputed paflage, offers a modeft query in the fol 
lowing manner: ** May not delighted bear the fame meaning ® 
the word alighted. If fo, the fenfe is obvious, and fignifies4 
{pirit difcharged from the body.” 


It 
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It is curious to trace the progrefs of conjecture about the 
meaning of a paflage, that in itfelf merits no attention, and 
would gain none, if it were found in any other author but 
Shak{peare. The critics have been much divided about the 
fonification of an aukward, ill-founding line in the fpeech of 
Leonato, in Much Ado about Nothing (Act V. Sc. I.). Speaking 
of a parent whofe diftreffes might be fuppofed as ‘* overwhelm 
his own, he fays-——— 

«If fuch a one will {mile and ftroke his beard ; 

« And, forrow wag ! cry; hem, when he fhou!d groan—— 
“ bring him yet to me 

‘© And I of him will gather patience,” 

Mr. Row, without any authority, altered the line to 

“© And hallow, wag, cry hem,” &c, 

Mr. Theobald, on confulting the old quarto, the firft and” 

fecond folios, found that the line originally ftood thus —— 
And forrow, wagge, &c. 

Hence he hit on an emendation ; without any great breach on 

the ktter indeed ; but we think to the total annihilation of the 


ing” as 








fmf. He would fubftitute wage for wag; and by a licence of 


fpeech that no grammar will admit of he propofes to read the 
line—— 

And forrow wage, cry hem, &c. 
“i.e, (fays he) if fuch a one will combat with, firive againft 
forrow, &c.” 

Sir Thomas Hanmer, and after him Dr. Warburton, read 
ee of wag :—by which term they mean—put afide or » 

fof. : 

Dr. Johnfon is much diffatisfied with all the conjetures and 
emendations of preceding critics, and therefore reads the line 
as if it begun interjectionally : 

. ‘* Sorrow, wag!” — 
4. begone, or as one might fay, wag off! 

Mr, Tyrwhitt chufeth to read 
‘* And forrow gagge.” - 
€. ftop the mouth of it. But Mr. Warton diflikes wage, * 
and waive, and wag, and gag; and therefore (as he fays) with 
the leaft departure from the old copies, and in entire conformity ° 
to the acknowledged and obvious fenfe of the paflage, he ven- 
tures to correét it thus : 

** If fuch a one will {mile —_ 
“ And forrowing, cry hem, &c. 

Mr. Steevens is willing to let wag ftand; not indeed in the. 
humble ftate of a verb ; but in the more important character of . 
4noun fubtantive. But to effect this change, he muft reduce 
the confequence of a neighbouring word, and forrow muft be. 
Converted into a forry adjective. To be as ferious as we can 
0 this fubjeh—though we think Mr, Steevens not quite ferious 
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himfelf—we fhall only propofe the ingenious Editor's corres. 
tion, and Jeaye it to our Keaders to make what ufe they pleafe 
of it: 





*¢ Tf fuch a one will {mile 
“* And, forry wag! cry hem! &c.” 

The following beautiful paflage in the Merchant of Venice is, 
we think, judicioufly explained by Mr. Maione: 

‘¢ There’s not the fmalleft orb which thou behold’ft, 
‘© But in his motion like an angel fings, 

**. Still quiring to the young-ey'd cherubims. 

** Such harmony is in immortal touls; 

“€ But whilit this muddy veiture of decay 

** Doth grofly clofe #¢ iz, we cannot hear tt,” 

* Part of the difficulty of this paflage was occafioned bya 
wrong punctuation. The whole runs thus: There is not one 
of the heavenly orbs, but fings as it moves, fiill quiring to the cherue 
bims. Similar to the harmony they make is that of immortal fouls. 
Or in other words—Each of us have as perfect harmony in que 
fouls as the harmony of the fpheres, inafmuch as we have the quar 
lity of being moved by fweet founds; but cur grofs, terreftrial part, 
which environs us, deadens the found, and prevents our hearing it, 

This faves all the confulion which Dr. Warburton has intro 
duced, who refers fouls to orbs ; and not being able to reconcile 
them, changes the word to /cunds.—** Doth ciofe at in.”—This 
Dr. Johnfon conjectures to have been the original reading, in, 
oppolition to the folios, which read, ‘* Doth grofsly clole im 
it,” 





Mr. Malone fupports his interpretation of the paflage bya 
fimilar expreffion in Marfton’s Antonio and Adelido, 1602. 
-" Heav’n’s tones 
*¢ Strike not fuch harmony to ¢mmortal fouls, 
** As your accordance fweet my breait withal, 
In a note on the word fellow, in A&IV. Sc. 1. of Tauing 
of the Shrew, we have the following anecdote : 
$ In the old play called the Return from Parnaffus, we have 
a curious paflage, which fhews the opinion of contemporaries 
concerning the /earning of Shak/peare. The ufe of the word 
x ¢tlow brings it to my remembrance. Burbage and Kempe are 
intioduced to teach the univerfity-men the art of aéting, and are 
reprefented (efpecially Kempe) as /eaden /péuts—very illiterate 
** Few of the univerfity, fays Kempe, pen plays well: they 
{mell too much of that writer, Ovid, and that -writer, Mca 





g Or - obfcure expreffion in 4//’s well that- ends well [Ad I, 
Cc. . 
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‘* whofe judgments are ; 
“© Mere fathers of their garments, whofe conftancies 
«© Expire before their fafhions.” 
We have the following ingenious conjecture, from Mr. Tyr- 
whytt. I have a fufpicion that Shak!peare wrote—‘** mere 
vathers of their garments :” i.e. whofe judgments are merely 
rts (and infiznificant parts) of their drefé, worn and laid 
lide as feathers are, from the merc love of novelty and change. 
The whole paflage confirms this emendation, 

In the fame comedy we meet with the following very crabbed 
and almoft unintelligible paflage : 

Kine, ** What dar’tt thou venture? 

Hel, ‘* Tax of impudence 

‘“¢ A itrumpec’s boldnefs, a divulged fhame, 

‘© Traduc’d by odious ballads ; my maiden’s name 
‘© Scar'd otherwife ; no worfe of .worft extended, 

‘© With vilcft torture let my life be ended.” 

Dr. Johnfon obferves, that © this paflage is apparently cor- 
rupt, and he entertained fmail hopes of rectifying it. ‘The in- 
genious Mr. Malone hath remarked that the old copy reads— 
not fear’d but fcar’d’” The impreffion (fays hc) in my book, 
is very faint; but I think that is the word. In the fame line it 
reads, not xo, but me—probably an error for the. I would with 
toread and point the paflage thus : 

va a divulged fhame—— 

“© Traduc’d, by odious ballads, my maiden’s name ; —~ 

‘© Scar’d otherwife ; the worft of worf?, extended 

‘¢ With vileit torture, let my life be ended.” 
i.e. Let my maiden reputation become the fubject of ballads—let 
it be otherwife mangled ; and (what is the wor/? of worff—the con- 
fummation of mifery) my body extended on the rack by the 
moft cruel torture, let my life pay the forfeit of my prefump- 
tion,’ 

Dr. Johnfon obferved, in a former Edition of our Author, 
that a clown, in his dramas, is commonly taken for a licenfed 
jefler or domeftic fool. This circumftance is confirmed by Mr. 
Steevens in a note on the 3d Scene, Act I, of the forementioned 
comedy, where the perfons introduced are the Countefs, Stew- 
ard, and Clown, 

This dialogue (fays the Editor) or that in Twelfth Night, 
between Olivia and the Clown, feems to have been particularly 
egnfured by Cartwright in one of the copies of verfes prefixed 
fe the works of Beaumont and Fletcher : 

“© Shake/peare to thee was dull, whofe bett jeft lies 

‘* Ith’ Lady's queftions and the Fool’s replies. 

“* Old faihion’a wit, which walk’d from town to town, 
“ In trank hofe, which our father’s cail’d the Cowa,” | 


5 4 In 

































a 



























































264 Steevens’s Edition of Shak/peare. 


In the MS. regifter of Lord Stanhope of Harrington, Treg. 
furer of the chamber to King James I. from 1613 to 1616, are 
the following entries: ‘* Tom Derry, his Majefty’s foo), a 
28. per diem, 1615. Paid John Mawe for the diet and lode. 
ing of Thomas Derrie, her Majefty’s jefer, for thirteen weeks, 
sol. 18s. 6d. 1616, 

Malvolio in Twelfth Night, fays—** the Lady of the Stracky 
married the yeoman of the wardrobe.” 

Dr. Warburton, according to cuftom, alters the word, in or. 
der, if poflible, to extra&t fome meaning out of it. He pro. 
pofes to read Trachy, i.e. Thrace. ‘This alteration, in the opi- 
nion of Dr. Johnion, added little to the credit of the text, 
whatever honour might accrue from it to the fagacity of the 
critic. He honeftly confefled his ignorance of the circumftance 
or ftory to which the expreffion alluded. Mr. Smith conjec- 
tures that the word Strachy is derived from the Italian word 
Straccio, and fignifies clouts or tatters. Mr. Steevens fports an 
hypothefis, for which he makes fo ingenuous an apology, that 
we fhould be difpofed to indulge him even if it were lefs proba- 
ble than it is. He would alter, by a very eafy tranfpofition of 
a letter, Strachy to Starchy; i. e. the room in which linen un- 
derwent the once moft complicated operation of ftarching. 
© The alteration (fays he) was fuggefted to me by a typogra- 
phical error in The Vorld tofs'd at Tennis, 1620, by Middleton 
and Rowley, where /fraches is printed for ffarches. I cannot 
fairly be accufed of having dealt much in conjectural emenda- 
tion, and therefore feel the lefs reluctance to hazard a puefs on 
this defperate paflage! Mr. Steevens indeed hath a right with 
the firft critics on Shakfpeare to amufe himfelf with the play of 
conjecture. His abilitics entitle him to this indulgence in com- 


“mon-with other commentators. But it is very feldom that he 


hath availed himfelf of the privilege. He adheres to the /mpk 
text as long as he finds any thing in it to fupport him: and 
when he departs from it, it is always with diffidence and re- 
luctance. 

The true reading of a moft obfcure paflage in ACt IV. Sc. Ill. 
of Twelfth Night, is, we think, reftored by Mr. Tyrwhytt, 


and its meaning, with much probability, conjeétured by the: 


help of Sir John Hawkins’s explanation of a term which occurs 
in it. 


Sir Toby (drunk himfelf) fays of Dick the furgeon (who, 
as the Clown informs him, had been ‘* drunk above an hour: 


agone’’) 
‘* Then he’s a rogue, and a pa/)j-mea/fure pavin: 
_ € Thate a drunken rogue.’’— — ) 
Paffy-meafure is a corruption of the Italian word paffamezzo: It 


was a favourite air in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The 
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m pavo, a peacock, is a grave and majeftic dance. 
j of dancing it was anciently by gentlemen drefled 


an, fro 


: tho 
~ ng and fword—by thofe of the long robe in their 


was—by princes in their mantles—and by ladies in gowns 
with long trains, the motion whereof in the dance refembled 
oO 


f a peacock’s tail. 
iby the ailtance of the above explanation, vo by Sir 


John Hawkins, * I think (fays Mr. Tyrwhytt) I now fee the 
meaning of this paflage. ‘The fecond folio reads—— 
‘* after a pafly meafure pavin 
So that I fhould imagine the following regulation of the whole’ 
feech would not be tar from the truth: 

«© Then he’s a rogue :—after a paffy-meafure or @ pavin 

‘«¢ | hate a drunken rogue.” 
i.e. mext to a pafly-meafure or a pavin I hate a drunkard. It 
is in character that Sir Toby Belch fhould exprefs a ftrong 
diflike of ferious dances, &c. fuch as the pa/famezzo and the pa- 
van are defcribed to be.’ 

Mr. Steevens hath reftored the true reading of a corrupted 

paflage in Act I. Sc. LI. of the tragedy of Macbeth : 

‘ Till he difburfed at St. Colmes’ &il] ie.” 
This is very erroneous, though adopted by all the modern edi- 
tors. The folio reads 








- 





— at Saint Colmes’ ach. 
i.e. Colmes Inch, or as it is now called Inchcomb, a {mall ifland 
lying in the Firth of Edinburgh, with an abbey upon it, dedi- 
cated to St. Columb, called by Cambden Inch Colum, or the 
Ve of Columba. Colum kill is quite a different ifland. ‘This lat- 
ter was the very celebrated Jona, that was anciently the refidence 
of an abbot, and afterwards an epifcopal fee. It was noted for 
being the burial-place of the kings of Ireland, Scotland, and 
Norway. It was the feat of learning to the inhabitants of the 
northern countries: and the illuftrious f{chool from whence if- 
fued fome of the greateft ornaments of the church in the middle 
ages. This famous ifland is fituated among the Hebrides, in 
the weftern feas, at a fma!l diftance from the ifle of Mull. It 
was vilited a few years fince by Dr. Johnfon; whofe refleions 
on its ancient and prefent ftate are equally pious and rational, 
and every way worthy of the philofopher and the Chriftian. | 
With refpeét to the ifland fituated in the Firth of Forth, near 
Edinburgh, called Colmes’ Inch, Mr. Steevens produces the fol- 
lowing paflage from Hollinthed, to illuftrate the circumftance 
which this tragedy refers to in the line quoted above. ‘* The 
Danes that efcaped and got once to their fhips obtained of Mac- 
“os for a great {um of gold, that fuch of their friends as were 
ine might be buried in Saint Colmes’ Inch. In memory whereof 
many old fepultures are yet in the faid Inch graven with the 
arnis 
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arms of the Danes” = Inch or Infhe, in the Irith and Erfe Jan. 
guages, fignifies an ifland*. Vid. Lhynd’s Arch. 

In the concluding Scene of the firft A& of this inimitable 
drama, Macbeth is reprefented as faying in a foliloquy—— 





6 if the affaihiaation 
** Could trammel up the confeyuence, and catch 
‘© With his furceafe, fuccefs :’? ——-——_— 


Dr. Johnfon pleads for a tran‘pofition, and would give fuccef 
the precedence of /urceafe, and, moreover, would {ubftitute i 
for is. With this alteration he underftands the paflage thus~ 
© if its fuccefs would enfure its /urceafe—~it being once done uc 
cefifully, without detection, it could fix @ period to all vengeance 
and enquiry—I would then venture on the deed, &c. 

Mr. Steevens appears to be fatisfied with this explanation of 
‘the pafiage, and gives his fanciiun to the alteration of -bis into 
its, by informing his readers that they are convertible terms, 
For our part, we fee no difficulty in the paflage as it ftands at 
prefent, and are utterly averfe to ali tranfpofitions and alterations, 
unle{s abfolutely neceflary to clear up fome obfcurity, otherwile 
infcrutable or warranted by good authority, or very clear ana 
logy. ‘* With Ars furceafe”-—appears to us to mean fimply 
and literally the death of Duncon—which event Macbeth was at 
that moment meditating. He and 4is are ufed in the fame foli- 
Joquy, without any mention of the roval name: and in the 
abruptne's with which it begins, and the manner in which 
Macbeth fpeaks of his gueft, the poet difcovers his vaft know- 
ledge of the moft fecret workings of the human heart, whenit 
is full of fome great but mifchievous conceptions to which it 
wifhes, and yet hefitates to give expreffion even in fecret. 

In a.note on the word /Vaffel, made ufe of by Lady Mec- 
beth in this laft fcene, Mr. Steevens obferves, that * it was an- 
ciently called was hale, and was an annual cuftom, according 
to Selden, obferved in the country on the vigil of the new yea’, 
and had its beginning, as fome fay, from the words which Ro- 
nix, daughter of Hengift, ufed, when fhe drank to Vortigern— 
loverd king, was haile. He anfwered her by direction of an in- 
terpreter— Drinc- heile.’—Waflel is a note of health-wifbing, and 
is fuppofed to be a corruption of wi/h-heil. 

On this word we beg leave to remark, that in the weftern 
counties, the cuftom of wa/fel is fill preferved amongft the coun- 
try people, with fome particular ceremonies: not indeed on the 

* I-Colme-kill (called by Bede Hy, and by other writers Jona) is 
mentioned alfo in this tragedy, Vid. AQ IL. Sc. ult. The body of 
Duncan is reported to be 

” carried to Colmes’ kill, 
‘* The facrea florehoufe of his predecefiors, 
‘© And guardian of their bones.” 
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eve of the new year, but on the eve of Twelfth-day. ' The sva/= 
p|-bowl, as it is {till called, is filled with ale or cyder, into 
which is thrown a toaft with {pice and fugar, and the firft liba- 
tion is made to the apple-trees. They are {prinkled with the 
Jiquor while a fong is fung by the fuperftitious ruitics, expref- 
fve of their wilhes and hopes of a plentiful feafon. In towns 
the boys parade the {treets on the eve of Twelfth day, and fing 
the wa/fel-fonge It may be obferved that they make ule of the 
old Saxon word, was-heil, without any alteration, either of its 
original meaning or manner of pronunciation, It begins, 
‘© Was hel, was-beil ali o’er the town,” &c. 

ie. we wi/p health to ail the inhabitants. 

In the /rchaeologia there is a particular account of an ancient 
chimney-piece, on which the wa/fel-bowl is carved, ornamented 
with leaves of the apple-tree. The gentleman who communi- 
cated his remarks on this remain of antiquity, conjectures that 
the eaves were emblematical of the good cyder which generally 
filled the bowl. We rather think they referred to the cuftom 
of carrying the bowl into the orchards to fprinkle the trees 
with the liquor it contained, whether it were cyder or ale. 

Macbeth fays to the Ghoft 

‘* If trembling | énbadit, then proteft me 

“* The baby of a girl.”—— 
Mr. Pope alters the word to inhibit, and Dr. Warburton adopts 
the alteration. Dr. Johnfon dilapproves of this correction, 
and propofes to read 

— —  * | evade it.” —_— — 
Mr. Steevens prefers Mr. Pope’s emendation, and reads the line 
thus ; 





** Tf trembling I inhibit shee, proref# me.” 
To inhibit is to forbid. It is more than once made ufe of by 
Shak{peare. 

Perhaps there is, after all, no neceffity for any alteration. 
We know the licence of our Author with refpe& to his ufe of: 
words. Scarcely a page but affords fome inftance or other of 
his giving a turn to words very different from that to-which 
they had been accuftomed by writers more attentive to the rules 
of grammatical phrafeology. May not inhabit mean the fame 
as harbour or give habitation to? If fo, the fenfe is obvious at 

fight, and trembling is not to be underftood as a participle, 
but as a fubftantive, | 

** Augurs, and underffocd relaticns, have 


“* By magot-pies, and choughs and rooks brought forth 
“©. The fecrev’it man of blood.” 


By relation Dr. Johnfon underftands the connection of effe&ts 
with caufes, 
The old copy has the paffage thus: 
‘* Augures, and underitood relations,” &c¢. 


© Perhaps 
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* Perhaps (fays Mr. Steevens) we fhould read aupuries, j, ¢ 
prognoftications by means of omens. Thefe, together with the 
connection of effects with caufes, being underftood, have been 
inftrumental in divulging the moft fecret murders.’ This un. 
doubtedly is the general fenfe of the paflaze. But we doubt 
whether Shakfpeare by relations meant the connection between 
caufe and effeét, which our learned Editors fuppofe: or that by 
the expreffion he fhewed fuch * profound knowledge of anti- 
guity,’ as Dr. Warburton imagines he fees init. Under/tood rela. 
tions may mean no more than accounts of things difcovered b 

magot pies, &c. and fo well under/tood and interpreted as to be 
the means of bringing the moft fecret and difguifed murderer 
to public infamy and punifhment. ‘To effect this fenfe, there 
muft be a flight, but no unnatural tranfpofition of the words, 
¢ Auguries and relations by magot-pics, &c. underftood, have 
brought forth the fecret’ft man of blood.’ 

The complaifance of our poet to King James hath been of- 
ten noticed. In this tragedy the power of curing the King’s 
Evil is fpoken of as hereditary in the houfe of Banquo, from 
whence that monarch traced his defcent. On the paflage which 
immediately refers to this power, Mr. Steevens hath the follow. 
ing note: * The ingenious Editor of the Houfehold Book of the 
Fifth E. of Northumb. very acutely obferves, ** that the. mira 
culous gift of curing the evil was left to be claimed by the Stu- 
arts. Our ancient Plantagenets were humbly content to cure 
the cramp.” | 

At the end of the firft part of Henry IV. we have fome 
curious obfervations, by Mr. Tollet, on the ancient Morris 
Dancers. Thefe obfervations are accompanied with a plate (of 
which they are in a great meafure explanatory) reprefenting an 
antient window at Mr. Tollet’s houte, in which the figures, 
attitudes, and drefles, of the feveral dancers are delineated with 
great accuracy and elegance. : 

In a note on the celebrated exclamation of Richard, in the 
tragedy which goes by his name. 

‘* A horie! a horfe! my kingdom for a horfe!”———— 

Dr. Farmer obferves, ¢ that Burbage, the alter Rojcius of 
Camden, was the original Richard, as we may learn froma 
paflage in the poems of Bp. Corbet, who introduces his hott at 
Bofworth defcribing the battle : 

‘* But when he would have faid King Richard died, 
‘¢ And cail’d a horfe! a borfe! he Barbage cried.” 

In the prologue to Hen'y VIII. there is a paflage which lays 
much ftrefs on the ¢ruth of the enfuing reprefentation. This: 
circumftance hath led Mr. Tyrrwhitt to conjecture (and we: 
think with great appearance of probability) * that this play.of 
Henry VIII. is the very play mentioned by Sir Henry Wotton 
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[in his letter of July 2, 1613. Relig. Wotton. p. 425.] of a mew 

lay, acted by the King’s players, at the Bank’s Side, called 
4)) is True; reprefenting fome principal pieces of the reign of 
Henry VUI. The extraordinary circumftances of pomp and ma- 
iefly, with which that play was fet forth, and the particular ¢n- 
cident of certain éannons fhot off at the King’s entry to a ma/que at 
the Cardinal Wolfey’s houfe (by which the theatre was fet on fire 
and burnt to the ground) are ftrictly applicable to the play be- 
fore us. Mr. Chamberlaine, in Winwood’s Memorials, vol. tit. 
p. 409, mentions the burning of the G/obe, or Play-houfe, on 
the Bank Side, on St. Peter’s-Day, 1613, which, fays he, fell 
out by a peale of chambers, that | know not on what occafion 
were to be ufed in the play. Ben Jonfon, in his Execration upon 
Vulcan, fays, they were two poor chambers. [See the ftage 
direction in the play of Henry VIII, a little before the King’s 
entrance, viz. ** Drum and trumpet-chambers difcharged.] ‘The 
Continuator of Stowe’s Chronicle, relating the fame incident 
(p. 1003.) fays exprefsly, that it happened at the play of LHenry 
VIII. 

In a MS. letter of Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, 
dated London, this laff of ‘fune 1613, this fame fact is thus re~ 
lated. ** No longer fince, than ye/ferday, while Burbage his 
company were acting at the Globe the play of Heary VIII. and 
there fhooting of certain chambers in way of triumph, the fire 
catched, &c. &c. MS. Harl. 7002.’ 

[Mr. Steevens obferves, that they were called chambers, be- 
caufe they were mere chambers to lodge powder. It isthe techni- 
cal term for the cavity in ordnance which holds the combu/tibles.] 

A paflage in Coriolanus that had hitherto much puzzled the 
critics, is at length decifively explained, by Mr. Steevens. 

“* Why in this woolvi/h gown fhould [ itand here, &c.” 
Dr. Joinfon explains it thus—* rough, hirfute gown.’ Mr. 


Steevens, on confulting the old copy, was furprifed to find, 


that it was © woolvith tongue.’ He conjectures with good rea- 
fon, that tongue was mifprinted for toge—the Roman toga. For, 
as Mr. Malone remarks, ¢ the very fame miftake of the printer 
happened in Othello, where we met with tongued inftead of 
" toged confuls.” Befides, as he farther obferves, the old copy 
hath in and not with, which is a {trong proof that the original 
word was not tongue.’ But what fhall we make of the epithet 
woalvifh ? Luckily Mr. Steevens hath hit on its precife meaning, 
in an old black letter book, entitled a ** Merye Jeft of a man 
called Howleglas.” The hero of this merry jelt binds himfelf to 
a taylor. He is fet to work about a garment, ** Then faid the 

maifter, I ment that you fhould have made up the ruffet 


a gown, for a hufbandman’s gown is here called a wolfe.” 


Ya woelvifh toge or gown, Shakfpeare might have meant 
Cortclanus, 
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Corislanus, to compare the drefs of a Roman candidate to the 
coarfe frock of a ploughman, who expofed himfelf to folicit 
the votes of his fellow ruflics.’ 

In the fame play Mencnius the friend of Coriolanus fays, 


** Do notcry, havock, where you fhould but hunt 
“© With modeft warrant.” 7 


In this paflage, Mr. Tyrrwhitt obferves, that to cry havack, 
feems originally to have been a {porting phrafe from hafx, 
which, in Saxon, fignifies a hawk. It was afterwards ufed in 
war. Soin K. John, | 

“e Cry, havock, kings,” 

And in Julius Czfar, 

** Cry, havock, and let flip the dogs of war.” 

It feems to have been the fignal for general flaughter, and is 
exprefsly forbidden in the Ordinances des Batailles. g R. Il, 
Art. 10. ‘* Item, que nul foit fi hardy de crier havock, fur peine 
d’avoir la teft coupe.” 

This expreffion, cry havock, reminds us of a fimilar paflage in 
the concluding fcene of Hamlet. 

** This quarry cries on Aavock ™ 

Sir Thomas Hanmer reads—‘* cries out havock!” Dr, 
Johnfon obferves, that © to cry on was to exclaim againft. I 
fuppofe (fays he) when unfair fportfmen deftroyed more guarr; 
or game than was reafonable, the cenfure was to cry havock.’ 
This interpretation mutt undoubtedly be erroneous, if Mr, 
Tyrrwhitt’s note, mentioned above, is allowed to have any 
weight. And, indeed, the obvious fenfe of every other paflage, 
where this expreffion is made ufe of, confutes Dr. Johnfon’s 
fuppofition. We are (urprifed, that fo accurate a critic as Mr. 
Steevens fhould have fuffered Dr. Johnfon’s note to pafs uncor- 
rected. From his filence a perfon might be ready to infer his 
approbation. 

The paflage ftrikes us in this light. When Fortinbras bes 
holds the flaughter which had been made of fo many noble per- 
fonages, the {cenes of a bloody hunt rufh on his imagination 
To flaughtered game (called guarry,.in old books of hunting 
and falconry) he compared the victims of that mercilefs hunter, 
death. Viewing them, he exclaims: 

‘© This quarry cries, i.e, repeats, or cries in my ¢af, the 
bloody fignal by which they fell as hunted game to the hounds 
of death “On! Havock !” 

It may not be altogether unworthy of obfervation, that the 
terms commonly made ufe of in fome parts of England by the 
gentlemen of the field to encourage the dogs, feems to have fe 
derived from this antient fignal of purfuit. ‘* Hoik! Havait! 

We would, with pleafure, give further fpecimens of the ¢* 
cellence and value of this new edition of Shakfpeare, but # 
have already, perhaps, extended this article too far. 


eS * 











Art 











L, 


1e 








Aart. Il. Archaeslogia : Or, Mifcellaneous Tra&s relative to Anti- 
“ quity xe. Vol. V. Concluded. See Review for February. 
ys 


HE Dune, or Tower of Dornadilla, is defcribed by the 
Rev. Mr. Pope, minifter of Reay. It is fituated in the 
parifh of Duirnes, on Lord Reay’s eftate. The height of its 
efent ruins is 25 feet on one fide; on the other, it is only 
The door, 3 feet fquare, fronts the north-caft, as we are 
told is the cafe in all round buildings in the north. The walls 
are very thick, and within is an opening or paflage, divided into 
alleries, which run horizontally round about the building; 
each gallery is 5 feet high; the floor is laid with large flat ftones, 
which gird and bind the whole building compactly together. 
The common conjecture is, that thefe galleries were for fleep- 
ing-rooms, or barracks, in the hunting feafon. Befide thefe, 
there ar2 other openings, full of fhelves, formed of large flat 
ftones, the ufe of which feems to have been to give light and 
fre(a air to thofe who flept in the galleries, to hold their quivers 
or baggage, and perhaps, the lower fhelves were cup-boards, 
and prefles for their viCtuais. What conveniency they had at 
the bottom is not known, nine feet being filled with ftones. 
Three of the galleries are entire, and goats take fhelter in them 
in fnowy weather. The building was at firft much higher, and 
would make, it is faid, a grand figure in a foreit. The 
mafonry, we are told, is extremely well done, but without 
either lime or clay. Some maintain, that this Dune of Dorna- 
dilla was a druidical temple; but that, Mr. Pope obferves, 
cannot be the cafe, as the Druids made no ufe of roofed, or 
covered buildings, and it appears, that this building was roofed 
like the round Piétifh houfes; befide, he adds, in that age, 
there were no inhabitants in thefe parts to worfhip in any 
temple. It does not, however, appear improbable, but that 
this Dune may have been ereéted by the Danes, as there are 
two buildings, faid to be exactly the fame in other refpects, only 
of larger dimenfions, in Glenbeg, which are afcribed to that 
people. But Mr. Pope informs us, that there is a fragment of 
avery old poem ftill preferved, which mentions Dornadilla 2s 
the chieftain or prince, for whofe ‘ake this building was erected. 
Concerning this Dornadilla, little more has reached the prefent 
day, than that he fpent his time in hunting, and was the firft 
who enacted foreft laws. Mr. Pope does not mention the age 
in which Dornadilla lived. ‘The print confifts of the elevatica 

of the tower, and a fedtion of it. 
Stone coffins have been frequently found in different parts 
of England. Mr. Pegge, in a letter to Guftavus Brander, 
{95 offers a few obfervations relative to fome lately difcovered 
a Chrift-Church, Twynham. The if? vaen of the Britons, 
: he 





Vol. V. 


he apprehends, were of this kind, fome of which rude fepulchra! 
receptacles, he fays, he has feen in Derbyfhire. Thef y 
Chrift-Church are fomewhat more artificial than thofe of the 
ancient Britons, but as they are formed of ten or eleven pieces f, 
print of which is exhibited), and there does not appear to have 
been any ftone underneath for the body interred to lie on, Mp, 
Pegoe concludes, that they are very ancient, the produétion of 
a rude and barbarous age [perhaps the fourth century], and af. 
fording a ftrong proof that Twynham was very anciently fettled, 
Mr. King prefents the Society with two fmall fragments of 
antiquity ; the one a brick of a very fingular form, and orna. 
mented with the reprefentation of fome flower, which was found 
with feveral others, in clearing away the foundation of an old malt. 
ing-houfe, in 1776, in Merfey Ifland: its texture leads him to 
fuppofe, that it is not of fo high antiquity as the times of the 
Romans. The ovher fragment was dug up in the fame year, 
near Colchefter, by a labourer, who, at the time, difcovered 
about thirty of the fame fort, but began immediately to dah 
them all to pieces, with a view, as he faid, ** to fave himfelf 
the plague and trouble of anfwering the enquiries that would be 
made about them.” It was merely by accident that three of 
them were preferved. This veflel (of which, and the other, is 
.a little print) Mr. King fuppofes to be a kind of lachrymatory; 
made of courfe red earth. His article is but fhort, and he 
apologizes for defcanting on what may be thought trivial, by 
obferving, that many things which appear of little importance 
when feen feparately, have been found very ufeful means of il- 

luftrating curious facts, when viewed with others collectively. 
In the 23d article, written by Mr. Brooke, of the Herald's 
college, we have a defcription of the great feal of Catherine 
Parr, the fixth wife of Henry VII[. It is taken from an ime 
preffion in the colletion of Mr. Guftavus Brander. . Henry, 
fays Mr. Brooke, was exceeding kind in granting arms to his 
wives, though he deprived them of their heads. This feal, the 
fculpture of which appears to have been very elegant, gives an 
opportunity for many obfervations on the family and connec 
tions of Catherine Parr; to which is added, a curious account 
of this great lady’s funeral, taken from a book in the Cotton 

library, and never before made public. 
The defcription of an ancient fortification near Chritt. 
Church, Hampfhire, is written by Francis Grofe, Ef. Itis 
accompanied with drawings of the entrenchment on Hengit 
bury-head, and the camp on St. Catherine’s-hill. Mr. Grole 
apprehends, that thefe are the remains of Roman works, The 
name of Hengi/f feems to direct us to another origin ; but that 
mame may have been given after the times of the Roma 
though the works were raifed by their {kill and induftry. An 
1 
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An account of ancient monuments a litt 
Highlands of Scotland, forms a long atte iege in the 
Mr. James Anderfon to George Wilfon, E(q. Mr mail from 
reduces the remains of antiquities in Scotland to f n a 
I. Mounds of earth thrown into a fort of hemifphe Ix tp afles. 
which are fometimes found in the fouth of "i sad form, 
diftinguifhed by the name of mote or moat, which "he f ufually 
from the name, and other circumftances “to have be _— 
4s theatres of juftice by our Saxon sacelbors II The erected 
which are evidently fepulchral monuments -~ “ © Cairns, 
every part of the country. Lil. The line Pa — with in 
the earth, which are known to be monuments, int - : end in 

tuate the memory of fome fignal event in ge _ to per- 
fuppofes, to be of later date than the cairns, as th hele, he 
one of them whofe traditional hiftory is not _ hardly 
country people in the neighbourhood; and it a oa on 
reconcile thefe traditional narratives with the re = ificult to 
Mr. Anderfon conjectures, that this kind of m cords of hiftory. 
introduced into Britain by the Danes. IV *yronanag on was firft 
in an erect pofition and circular form which pis ones placed 
than the former, and confined to a communes pow. lefs known 
particularly defcribed. Their fituation and P rict, are more 
ew — have been places deftined Sox Aone kind of 
rligiois worfhip. Mr. Anderfon has examined - 
of them, and finds, t ined a great number 
dof they wuld coined very exally with pe 
ere given, and y with a plan 
: “Ned Bah , Rddgh, = 8 ge entire, at a place 
temples. V, Circular buildings pone ny are druidical 
df fones, firmly bedded on one soee go walls compofed 
and ufually diftinguifhed by the word — any — 
count. wi . 7 : ° particular ac- 
thefe — gee ANE DEA, is given of the remains of one of 

gs, called Dun-Azgle ; 

Anderfon co lzglefag, in Rofs-fhire. Mr. 
ncludes, that thefe have been pl ~~ 
worfhip, and obferves, that though ever Rone of religious 
has the fyllable Dun prefixed to the nek of prvape’ ages 
ands, yet the particular building itfelf i daar eee 
Druid’s houfe, as the Druid’s b a a a 
Agglefag, & “: uid’s houfe of Dun-Beath, of Dun- 
g, &c. This remark fe +): 

o. Pope’s opinion, as exprefled — rather to militate againf® 

e above, concerni 

= ag 3 though it muft be acknowledged "hitler Tov : 
el” eems to differ in fome refpects from hofe h a, 
—" VI. The moft remarkab! thote ere men- 
quities are the vitrified 1} able of all the Scettifh anti- 
rudely on one anoth walls; which confift of ftones piled 
that has been vitrified and firmly cemented together by a matter 

artificial ified by means of fire, which f 
rock, that refifts the viciffi ; orms a kind of 
Rev, April, ely ¢ vici “ es of the weather, per- 
haps 
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haps better than any other artificial cement that has ever ye 
been difcovered, In the northern parts of Scotland, a patti. 
cular kind of earthy iron ore, of a vitrefcible nature, much 
abounds. Mr. Anderfon fuppofes, that thefe walls were raifed 
of dry ftones, piled one above another, the interftices between 
them being filled with this vitrefcible iron ore ; after which, a 
fire was kindled, fufficiently intenfe to melt the ore, and thus to 
cement the whole into one coherent mafs, as far as the influence 
of that heat extended. A particular dcfcription, attended with 
a print, is given of a fortification of this kind at Knockferrel, in 
Rofs-fhire, and feveral ingenious remarks are added, for which 
we muft refer the reader to the article itfelf, only obferving, 
that the writer inclines to confider thefe walls as entirely a 
Britifh invention. 

The derivation of the word Romance, formed an article jp 
the laft volume of Archaeologia *. Mr. Warton, in his hiftory 
of Englifh poetry, had fuppofed it of French extra@tion. Mr, 
Drake derives it from the Spanifh: Mr. Bowles again, in this 
volume, defends Mr. Warton’s opinion. But it appears a very 
immaterial difpute, fince all agree, that the word has its deriva 
tion from the language which the Romans introduced among 
the French and Spaniards, which was ftyled Roman/h. 

Mr. Pegge, in a diflertation of feven pages, employs himfelf 
to amend and explain an hiftorical paflage of Gildas. His 
criticifms are learned and ingenious, and appear to be judicious 
and fatisfactory ; but we cannot give our readers any jutft idea 
concerning it, without extracting a greater part of the article 
than our limits will allow. The paflage is to be found, Gildas, 
cap. 15. and begins, Itaque illis ad fua revertentibus, &c. Mr. 
Pegge’s tranflation is, ** On the departure of the Romans to 
their own home, a horrid crew of Scots and Piéts. difembarked, 
with the utmoft hafte and eagernefs, from on board the corraghs 
in which they had croffed the Irifb fea, and being fenfible that out 
allies were withdrawn, with a declaration never to return, they, 
with more boldnefs than ever, feized the north-eaftern, and re 
mote part of the country, even up to the wall, expell.ng thence 
all the natives, or former inhabitants.” 

The feal of Henrietta Maria, daughter of Henry IV. of 
France, and wife to our Charles I., affords a good plate. On 
the reverfe is the queen, at full length, undera canopy, crowned, 
and in royal robes, with the fcepter in her right hand, and the 
globe in her left. It is of brafs, and appears to be finely cut. 
Mr. Brereton obferves, that the portion this queen brought with 
her was only 60,0co French crowns, which Charles foon dif- 
pofed of, and made grants of lands to her in lieu of it, for 
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tives and years, at Chertfey, and in feveral counties in England, 
which accounts for her having fuch a feai. Scveral Jeafes 

ranted by her, with this feal annexed, are Mill extant, and I 
have heard, fays this gentleman, of one which appears to have 
been executed fometime after her death, the feal being always 
kept in England. 

Within the fpace of a few years back, fome perfons, curious 
in antiquities, have obferved a peculiar kind of red earthen 
ware among the cottage furniture of the fifhermen, on the 
Kentifh coaft, within the mouth of the river Thames, The 
current tradition, concerning the great quantity of earthen ware 
of this kind, which has been found, is that fome Roman veflel, 
freighted with thefe wares, muft have been many ages ago caft 
away, fince which, from time to time, parts of its lading have 
been dragged up by the fifhermen’s nets. The place of the 
wreck has been fuppofed to be fomewhere about Whitftable- 
Bay. Thomas Pownal, Efq; has employed much attention 
and care to enquire into this fact. His brother, a commiffioner 
of excife, at length prevailed with an old fifherman, who had 
two or three of thefe Roman pans in his pofleffion for domeftic 
ufe, to attend him to the fpot, known by the name of Pudding- 
pan-fand, or rock, On the firft hale of the net, along one fide 
of this fhoal, they brought up a large fragment of brick-work 
cemented together, which might be about half a hundred weight, 
and with it pieces of broken pans. On farther trials they brought 
up three entire pans. Mr. Pownal obferves, that this fpot has 
been long known not only to our fifhermen, but alfo to our 
geographers, for the long fand in the middle of the mouth of 
the Thames, but particularly what has been called the /peck of 
it (perhaps from having been juft there vilible) the Pan-/and. 
It is fo marked in all our oldeft maps and charts. From the 
rocky feel of this /peck, and from the mafs of brick-work which 
was brought up, he concludes, that here are the ruins of build- 
Ings; at fame time, the quantities of earthen ware which 
have been difcovered, indicate that there has been fome {tore 
or manufactory of this kind at this place. Under this idea, 
Mr. Pownal has examined the ancient geography, and finds, in 
Ptolemy’s fecond book of geography, two iflands in the mouth 
of the Thames, Todsamis and Kwsvos Nucos, the former is 
knowd to be the ifle of Shepey, the fecond cannot be the ifle of 
Thanet, on account of the latitude, which agrees with the fpot 
under examination. After other confiderations in fupport of 
this {uppofition, he confiders the ware here difcovered, which 
is of two forts, the one red, the Ionian, or particularly the 
Samian, and this is moft commonly found; the other of the 
dark Tufean brown, or black. The firft is of a coarfer kind ; 
the latter is thin, light, and of a finer texture. The veflels of 
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the firft fort are of the fpecies of Patera and Capedo; thofe of 
the fecond kind, by the fragments which are met with, feem to 
have been of the fpecies of the /impula and lutini. From con. 
fidering the nature of thefe veffels, he is led to imagine, that 
this was a manufactory, efpecially employed in making the 
earthen veffels, which, according to the Roman ritual, were 
ufed in religious ceremonies ; for it is known that earthen ware 
was employed for this purpofe, and fome of the veffels here 
found, are ftamped in the manner fuch facred utenfils were di. 
re€tedto be. Mr. Pownal’s obfervations are ingenious, learned, 
amufing, and, on the whole, they appear fatisfactory. 

We cannot avoid remarking, as a thing not improbable, that 
the veflel of earth, mentioned by Mr. King, in a former 
number, and already noticed in this article (fo many of which 
the labourer fimply deftroyed) might be of the fpecies of the 
fimpula afed in the Heathen religious rites; particularly, as Mr, 
King obferves, how very fmall the aperture of this veffel, or 
kind of bottle, is; and Varro, we think, fomewhere fpeaks of 
the /impo or fimpulum, as a kind of cruet with a pipe to drop out 
wine. But to proceed: 

In September 1777, on digging for the foundations of a new 
office for the Board of Ordnance, in the Tower.of London, 
were found an ingot of filver, together with two gold coins, 
or aurei, of which an account is given by the Prefident of the 
Society. The piece of filver, in the form of a double wedge, 
is four inches long, two inches and three-fourths broad, in the 
broadeft part, one and three-fourths in the narroweft, and three- 
eighths of aninch thick in the middle. It is infcribed with the 
name of Honorius, meaning, in all probability, the Emperor of 
that name, who came to the empire in 393, when he governed 
in the weft, as his brother and colleague Arcadius did in the 
eaft, and was the lait of the Roman Emperors who preferved 
any power in Britain; for, in the year 410, he reftored to the 
inhabitants their freedom, and renounced all jurifdiétion over 
them. The coins found atthe fame time confirm the belief that 
the Emperor Honorius is meant by the infcription on the filver, as 
one is of this Emperor, and the other twoof his brother Arcadius. 
Thefe aurei are {aid to be in high prefervation, and of the moft 
perfect weight, viz. feventy-three Troy grains each, which is 
precifely the fixth part of the Roman ounce. The Prefident 
largely and learnedly confiders the fubje&.—Befide the above, 
there were difcovered, at the fame time, a ftone with a Roman 
infcription, a fmall glafs crown, deftined, perhaps, for the 
ornament of fome ftatue or image; a ring that feems to have 
been made of fhell, with fome letters obfcurely marked; to 
gether with other coins and jettons of bafe metal. This article 
is accompanied with a plate. M 
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Mr. Whitaker, in his Hiftory of Manchefter, fuppofes the 
Englifh language to have been radically formed of Celtic, or 
Britith materials, and to have derived but little affiftance from 
the Teutonic. The Rey. Mr. Drake, who fpeaks highly of 
Mr. Whitaker’s performance, combats this fuppofition, and 
endeavours to prove, that the Englifh language is purely Teu- 
tonic, radically derived from the Gothic and Saxon, the uni- 
verfal parent of moft of the northern European tongues. To 
eftablifh his point, he takes a part of a chapter in Ulphila’s 
Gothic verfion of the Gofpel, a work executed above fourteen 
hundred years ago, and confronts it with the fame chapter of 
our prefent tranflation ; he apprehends, that the attentive reader 
wil] be amazed at the ftriking affinity between the two languages, 
notwithftanding the different mediums through which they 
have defcended, and the many ages that have elapfed fince they 
have been feparated. This fubjeét Mr. Drake critically pur- 
fues through the greater part of the tenth chapter of St. John’s 
Gofpel. 

Two vafes which have been found on the Mofquito-fhore, in 
South America, open a field for much enquiry and fpeculation. 
We are not exprefsly and exaétly informed what is the fize of 
thefe vafes, only that the drawings are by a fcale of one to 
four. Whether or not they are properly called vafes feems un- 
certain: they appear to be fupported by four legs, and in the 
form ot fome hooped tubs: one of them is larger than the 
other: how long they have been difcovered we are not told; 
but they are now in the pofleffion of Lord Hillfborough, and 
have lain neglected among other things in an out-building. 
Governor Pownal, who writes an account of them, fays, it 
isa decided fact, that they were made in South America, and 
on the Mofquito Shore: he obferves, that they are curious 
exeinplars of fome of the firft efforts of human ingenuity, and 
remains of what are become antiquities even among the Indians, 
who, he fuppofes, formerly ufed them for dreffing fome part of 
their tood. He was at a lofs to difcover the fubftance of thefe 
vellels, till he applied to the ingenious Mr. Bentley, who, 
ona trial with aguafortis, convinced him, that it was neither 
Compofition nor any lime-ftone, but real granite. Ina poft- 
{cript, the Governor adds, that the remains of ancient potteries 
have been difcovered high up the Black river, on the Mofquito 
Coaft, and further fays, that Father D’Acuina mentions, that 
fome of the Indians, on the river of Amazons, had carried that 
manufactory to a great extent, fo as even to eftablifh a traffic 
with their neithbours for this ware. The potteries which are 
referred to, appear indeed to be very remarkable, and will give 
rife, no doubt, to fome entertaining and curious difquifitions. 


Some fpecimens of the ancient pottery of this partof America, 
T 3 have 
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have lately been fent to London; and we have been favoured 
with a fight, and likewife with the following account of them 
in a letter to one of our corps, from the very ingenious gentle. 
man in whofe pofleffion they remain : 

Dear Sir, March 17, 1780, 

The beft account I can give you of the fpecimens of antiqui. 
ty from the Mofquito Shore, which you have examined with 
fome degree of admiration, and enquired after with anxiety, 
wi!l be very imperfect; and I have only to lament, that I haye 
it not in my power to gratify your curiofity more fully. 

The fpecimens, in my pofleffion, were brought over by q 
very intelligent gentleman, who, by a long refidence upon the 
Shore, hadyacquired the language of the natives, and had fre. 
quently traverfed the folitary regions between the Spanith and 
our fettlements. Being of an inquilitive difpofition, he had the 
curiofity to make an excurfion into the country, as far as feventy 
or eighty miles; and, guided by the natives, he found, on 
digging the earth, a number of curious remains of antiquity, 
molt of them too maffive to be removed ; and, amongft the reft, 
a prodigious «uantity of pieces of earthen ware, many of them 
like the mafks of the ancients, with fome entire bufts, which 
his Indian conductors informed him, were the likenefles of 
chiefs, or other eminent perfons, and had been buried with 
them, as was the cuftom in thofe parts. 

It is evident, that the natives of this country muft formerly 
have had many arts among{t them which are now only known to 
have exifted, from tradition, and from the fpecimens ftill feattered 
in the remote uninhabited parts: but no precife information 
can, I fear, be now obtained of their antiquity, (which is, pro- 
bebly, very remote, indeed!) as the prefent race of Indians have 
not the leatt knowledge of the art of making fuch utenfils, &c. 
or of forming a certain compofition, likewife found in many 
parts of the country, fo extremely hard that no tool can make 
an impreffion on it. This is all I have been able to collect on 
the fubject, and have only to add, that Iam, yours, &c. — 

D. BA 

*,* We have examined fome of the fpecimens above mene 
tioned, refembling the * mafks of the ancients,’ and are fatis« 
fied that they are ornaments broken from earthen veflels, pet 
haps urns, &c. and we particularly noticed, that fome of the 
figures of human faces were tatowed, in the manner of the 
New-Zealanders, &c. defcribed in Cook’s Voyages. One of 
them had, alfo, the bridge of the nofe perforated ; probably 
for the infertion of the ewer. Vid. the account of thele 
wooden nofe-jewels, or artificial whifkers, given in the fame 
Voyages.—The hard compofition, mentioned by our Corte 
fpondent, ts, probably, nota compolition, but a natural granite 
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The defcription of a Roman bath, difcovered at Dover, is 
written by the Rev. Mr, Lyon. The remains are found under 
the weft end of the parifh-church of St. Mary, and feem indeed 
to be very curious. Mr. Lyon has employed great attention and 
exactnefs in delineating them, both in the letter and in the print 
annexed to it. He gives an account of the Hypocauftum, the 
Sydatarium, the Balneum, the Tepidarium, the Frigidarium, &c. 
From a few letters on one of the titles, he infers, that this was 
a public work, for the common ufe of the Legio Britannia, and 
mailed about the year 365 or 366. This gentleman adds fome 
gbfervations on the venerable octagon tower in Dover caftle, 
and is inclined to conclude, that-we may date the foundation of 
this weather-beaten ftructure between the years of Chrift 42 


‘and 49. 


In the following article, Mr. Benjamin Bartlet appropriates 
to their refpective owners, the epifcopal coins of Durham, and 
the monaftic coins of Reading, minted during the reigns of Ed- 
ward I. Il. and III. 

In the third volume of this work, Bifhop Lyttelton had given 
fome account of the fuppofed horns, in the cathedral of Carlifle, 
which he thought were the teeth of fome very large fea fith, 
though, at the fame time, he apprehended them to be the title 
by which the prior and convent held fome lands or tythes granted 
by Henry 1, * The Rev. Mr. Cole, we think, now proves, 
that the bifhop muit have been miftaken in the latter fuppofition, 
and that the horn given by the King muft have been of ivory ; 
and is now loft, Mr. Cole adds a defcription, with an engrav- 
ing, of a curious Roman /idula, found by a peafant in the year 
1770, at no great diltance from Rome; and he alfo offers fome 
remarks on a charter horn, which he faw in the library at Ut- 
kington, lately belonging to Sir John Crew, in the parith of 
Torporiey, Chefhire. 

Mr. Pegy: confiders, as a matter of fome difficulty to ac- 
count for, the appearance of fo many conventual original feals, 
remembering, he fays, in what manner thefe matrices were an- 
ciently di{pofed of ; as by paffing in fucceffion from one perfon or 
ouicer to another, by being demanded by the ordinary on the 
deaths of abbots and priors, &c. and laftly, direéted to be 
broken to pieces on thofe events. ‘To account for this, Mr. 
Pegoe fuppofes, that thefe official feals might be often changed 
or altered ; that frequently the direction of giving them up 
might not be properly regarded; that when they were thus 
delivered, they were far from being always deftroyed, &c. And 
thele reafons may be fufficient; but it does not appear to be a 
very interefting fubjeét. We are fomewhat more amufed by 
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Obfervations on an ancient building at Warnford, in the 
county of Southampton, in a letter from Henry Penruddocke 
Wyndham, Efq; who thinks, it is aftonifhing that thefe large 
remains of a building, erected, as he apprehends, before the 
year 700, and not very diftant from a well frequented turnpike 
road, fhould not have been more particularly regarded. Thefe 
ruins, of which we have three good engravings, are fituated in 
the gardens of the Earl of Clanricarde. ‘The ere€tion is vulgar. 
ly called King John’s houfe; but by what fatality, fays Mr, 
Wyndham, fo many ancient edifices came to be attributed to 
King John, and to bear his name, [am more difpofed to wonder 
at, than to attempt to inveftigate. ‘The remains, particularly 
four columns, rather ftately, fhew that it has been a building 
of fome note. Mr. Wyndham fuppofes it to have been a church, 
and endeavours, by feveral ingenious arguments, to prove that 
it was erected by Wilfrid, archbifhop of York, between the 
years 679 and 685. 

An ancient pig of lead, lately difcovered at Cromford, in 
Derbyfhire, affords the ingenious Mr. Pegge an opportunity for 
feveral fenfible and learned obfervations. The weight of this 
block is faid to be 126 1b. The infcription « hich it bears, in- 
dicates that it was {melted in the time of the Emperor Adrian, 

The Rev. Mr. Drake, to confirm his opinion concerning 
the origin of the Englifh language, prefents us, in the fortieth 
number of this work, with a comparifon of many other paflages 
in the Gothic verfion of the Gofpel, and our prefent tranflation. 
The Gothic word gripun (to gripe, feize, or compel), leads 
Mr. Drake to take notice of the term Griffin, a beaft, fays he, 
better known to the heralds than the naturalifts. It has been 
fuppofed that, as the Byzantine Greeks are often called Grif- 
fones, by the writers of the middle age, the Griffin, in heraldry, 
was intended to fignify a Greek, under the figure of an eaftern 
monfter: this gencdleman confiders this as no fatisfactory ety- 
molopy: Iam, he adds, rather inclined to think, that as this 
imaginary animal was formed of a lion and eagle, both of a 
rapacious nature, it was originally termed grypin or gryppin, 
which afterwards came by an eaty alteration of pronunciation, to 
be founded Gryfin. He thinks, he can difcern this monfter 
pictured in an old ballad under the name of Grype. 

A famous penny, with the name of Rodbertus, has occafioned 
fome debate among Englifh antiquaries. It had been affigned 
to Duke Robert, eldeft fon of William the Conqueror. In an 
article of the laft volume of Archaeologia, Mr. Colebrooke con- 
tended, and laboured to prove, that it really belongs to Robert, 
Earl of Gloucefter, a natural fon of Henry I.* Mr. Pegges 
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‘, a long differtation, honeftly endeavours to reftore it to the 
Conqueror. He examines with care Mr. Colebrooke’s argu- 
ments, and while he anfwers them, takes notice of other mif- 
takes in regard to nummulary aftairs. After thefe animadverfions, 
he concludes his memoir, by applauding the account Mr, Cole- 
brooke has given of the method they formerly took in making 
their dyes *. 

The time when clocks were firft made, is a curious fubjec of 
enquiry, and is here purfued by the Hon. Daines Barrington. 
He obferves, that Dante is the firft author who mentions an 
orabgio which ftruck the hour. Earlier inftances of horologia, 
mentioned in different treatifes, might be produced ; but as the 
word is indeterminate, fignifying a dial or a clock, he confiders 
Dante as the higheft authority to which ftriking clocks can 
decifively be traced. Dante died in 1321; and it is concluded, 
that thefe meafurers of time could not have been very uncom- 
mon in Italy, at the latter end of the thirteenth century. But 
their ufe was not confined to Italy at this period; for we had, 
Mr. Barrington remarks, one of thefe artifts in England, pre- 
cifely about the fame time, who furnifhed the famous clock- 
houfe, near Weftminfter-Hall, with a clock to be heard by the 
courts of law, out of a fine impofed on the Chief Juftice of 
th@ming’s-Bench, in the fixteenth year of Edward I. or A. D. 
1288. This gentleman farther produces a proof, that not only 
clocks but watches were made in the beginning of the fourteenth 
century. Seven or eight years ago, he tells us, fome labourers 
were employed at Bruce-Caftle, in Fife-fhire, where they found 
a watch, together with fome coin, both of which they difpofed 
of toa fhopkeeper of St. Andrews, who fent the watch to his 
brother in London, confidering it as a curious piece of antiqui- 
ty. The outer cafe is of filver, raifed, in rather a handfome 
pattern, over a ground of blue enamel, and Mr. Barrington 
thinks he can diftinguifh a cypher of R. B. at each corner of 
the enchafed work. On the dial-plate is written, Rodertus B. 
Rex Scotorum, and over it is a convex tranfparent horn, inftead 
of the glafles we ufe at prefent. Robert Bruce, to whom this 
watch may, without much doubt, be referred, began his reign 
IN 1305, and died in 1328. 

A furvey of Nonfuch Houfe and Park cum pertinentiis, A.D. 
1650, is taken from the original in the Augmentation Office. 
It is a curiofity, as giving us a view of the ftate of this place at 
that time, which was * percell of the poffeffions & joynture 
lands of Henrietta Maria, wife of Charles I.? But it will not 
properly admit of extracts or farther account, only we may ob- 
ferve, that the furveyors fay that the materials of the faid man- 
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fion-houfe, and other buildings, fhould they be taken down 
are worth, exclufive of the charge of taking down the fame, 
the fum of 70201. 

This volume concludes by a fhort fupplement to the Pref. 
dent’s Article, giving an account of fome antiquities found near 
the Tower of London. This fupplement prefents us with a 
pretty engraving of an elegant little crown, of the fineft gold, 
havine four ftrawberry leaves placed on the hllet, in. each of 
which aré fet three fmall pearls, with an emerald in the center: 
round the center are placed eight {mall pearls, four rough ru- 
bies, and four cmeralds, a ruby under the center of each leaf, 
and an emerald under each intermediate point. It is fuppofed 
to have been intended to adorn the head of a fmall ftatue of the 
_ Virgin Mary, or fome other faint which had been placed in an 
oratory, Or private chapel. 

We have thus laid before our Readers a brief account of the 
feveral papers of which this volume confifts. “The book will 
afford fome agreeable entertainment, and much information, 
for thofe who have any tafte for ftudies of this kind ;—ftudies 
which certainly merit the regard of all who do not think an ac- 
quaintance with The Hi/lory of the Rife and Progre/s of Human 
Societies an ufelefs attainment. H 

° 





Art. IIL. Conelufion of our Account of the Bifbop of London's § Isaian,? 
See Review for March, 1779. 


UR learned Prelate’s defcription of the nature and different 

kinds of Hebrew poetry is fo curious, and, at the fame 

time, fo new to the generality of our Readers, that we have 

thought ourfelves amply juftified in affigning three Articles to 

that fubject. Having, however, already afforded fo much room 

to this important publication, our account of the remainder of 
it muft neceflarily be fhortened. 

In the latter part of the Preliminary Differtation, the Bifhop 
points out the firft and principal bufinefs of a tranflator, which 
is, to give the plain, literal, and grammatical fenfe of his au- 
thor; the obvious meaning of his words, phrafes, and fen- 
tences. Whatever indulgence may be allowed him in other re- 
fpeéts, the want of fidelity admits of no excufe, and is intitled 
to no indulgence. It being then a tranflator’s indifpenfable 
duty faithfully and religioufly to exprefs the fenfe of his author, 
he ought to take great care that he proceed upon juft principles 
of criticifm, in a rational method of interpretation ; and that 
the copy from which he tranflates be accurate and perfeét in it- 
felf, or corrected as carefully as poffible by the beft authorities, 
and on the cleareft refult of critical inquiry. 
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Among other obftructions to the right interpretation of the 
fcriptures of the Old Teftament, a progrefs in the ftudy of thefe 
writings bath been greatly impeded by prejudice, and an ill- 
founded opinion of the authority of the Jews, both as inter- 
eters and confervators of them. Here Dr. Lowth takes occa- 
fon to condemn the fervile regard that hath been paid to the 
Maforetic punctuation, which is in effeét no more than an in- 
terpretation of the Hebrew text made by the Jews of late ages, 
probably not earlier than the eighth century ; and which may 
be confidered as their tranflation of the Old Teftament. Ano- 
ther prejudice, which has ftood in the way, and obftructed our 
progrefs in the true underftanding of the Old Teftament, is the 
notion that has prevailed of the great care and {kill of the Jews 
in preferving the text, and tran{mitting it down to the prefent 
times, pure and intirely free from all miftakes as it came from 
the hands of the authors. In oppofition to this opinion, the 
Bifhop confiders the fources of the variations in the ancient co- 
pies; and with regard to the real condition of the prefent He- 
brew text, concludes it to be fuch, as from the nature of the 
thing, the antiquity of the writings themfelves, and the want of 
due care, or critical fkill, might in all reafon have been ex- 
pected. ‘The miftakes are frequent, and of various kinds; of 
letters, words, and fentences; by variation, omiffion, tranfpo- 
fition; fuch as often injure the beauty and elegance, embarrafs 
the conftruCtion, alter or obf{cure the fenfe, and fometimes ren- 
der it quite unintelligible. 

If it be objeéted that fo large a conceffion tends to invali- 
date the authority of fcripture, our ingenious Writer. thinks 
that this is a vain and groundlefs apprehention. 

‘ Cafual errors, fays he, may blemith parts, but do not deftroy, 
ormuch alter the whole. If the iliad or the /Eneid had come down 
tous with more errors in all the copies than are to be found in the 
wort Manufcript now extant of either; without doubt many parti- 
cular paflages would have loft much of their beauty, in many the 
fenfe would have been greatly injured, in fome rendered wholly un- 
intelligible ; but the plan of the Poem in the whole and in its parts, 
the Fable, the Mythology, the Machinery, the Charaéters, the great 
Conitiruent parts, would {till have been vifible and apparent, with- 
out having {uffered any effential diminution of their greatnefs. Of 
all the precious remains of antiquity, perhaps Ariftotle’s Treatife on 
Poetry is come down to us as much injured by time as any; as it has 
been greatly mutilated in the whole, fome confiderable members of 
it being loft; fo the parts remaining have fuffered in proportion, 
and many paflages are rendered very obfcure, probably by the im- 
perfection and frequent miftakes of the copies now extant. Yet, 
howithflanding thefe difadvantages, this treatife, fo much injured 
y "me and fo mutilated, till continues to be the great Code of Cri- 
icin ; the fundamental principles of which are plainly deducible 
from it: we fill have recourfe to it for the rules-and laws of = 
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and Dramatic Poetry, and the imperfection of the Copy does not ar 
all impeach the authority of the Legiflator. Important and funda. 
mental doctrines do not wholly depend on fingle paflages; an ypi. 
verfal harmony runs through the Holy Scriptures ; the parts Mutually 
fupport each other, and fupply one another’s deficiencies and obfcy- 
rities. Superficial damages and partial defeéts may greatly diminish 
the beauty of the ediice, without injuring its %rength, and bringing 
on utter ruin and deftruction.’ 

The copies of the Holy Scriptures of the Old Teftament beino 
then fubjeét, like all other ancient writings, to miftakes arifing 
from the unfkilfulnefs or inattention of tranfcribers, it is to be 
confidered what remedy can be applied in this cafe ; how fuch 
miftakes can be corrected upon certain or highly probable 
grounds. Now the cafe being the fame, the method, which 
has been ufed with good effeét in correcting ancient Greek and 
Latin authors, ought, in all reafon, to be applied to the He- 
brew writings. ‘This and the other methods purfucd by Dr, 
Lowth, in the prefent work, are here fully explained; and he 
is very particular in acknowledging his obligations to his learned 
friends, efpecially to Dr. Kennicott. 

Though the Bifhop hath ventured to call this a new tranfla- 
tion, he obferves, that much of our vulgar tranflation is re- 
tained in it, and he afligns unanfwerable reafons to fhew, that 
taking too great liberties in varying either the expreffion or the 
compofition, in order to give a new air to the whole, would be 
apt to have a very bad effect. Accordingly, our Author is of 
cpinion, that, whenever it fhall be thoughe proper to fet forth 
the Holy Scriptures, for the public ufe of the Church, to bet- 
ter advantage than as they appear in the prefent Englifh tran- 
flation (the expediency of which grows every day more and 
more evident), a revifion or correction of that tranflation may 
perhaps be more advifable, than to attempt an entirely new one. 
For as to the ftyle, it admits but of little improvement; but, in 
refpect of the fenfe, and the accuracy of the interpretation, the 
improvements of which it is capable are great and numberlefs.— 
In thefe remarks, we entirely agree with our worthy Prelate. 

The defign of the Notes is to give the reafons and authori- 
ties on which this tranflation is founded; to rectify or to ex- 
plain the words of the text; to illuftrate the ideas, the images 
and the allufions of the prophet, by referring to objects, no- 
tions, and cuftoms, which peculiarly belong to his age and 
country; and to point out the beauties of particular paflages. 
Sometimes, indeed, our Right Reverend Author tells us that he 
endeavours to open the defign of the prophecy, to fhew the con- 
nection between its parts, and to point out the event which it 
foretels, But, in general, all that he undertakes, is faithfully 
to exprefs the literal fenfe. If the Reader would go deeper into 
the myftical fenfe, into theological, hiftorical, and chronolo- 
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‘cal difquifitions, there are many learned expofitors to whom 
he may have recourle, who have written full commentaries on 
this prophet ; to which title, fays his Lordfhip, the prefent 
work has no pretenfions. § The fublime and fpiritual ufes to 
he made of this peculiarly evangelical prophet, muft be all 
founded on a faithful reprefentation of the literal fenfe which 
his words contain. This is what I have endeavoured clofely 
and exactly to exprefs. And within the limits of this humble, 
but neceflary, province, my endeavours muft be confined.’ 

We cannot, however, avoid expreffing our fincere regret that 
the Bifhop did not extend his views much farther; and we muft 
acknowledge that in this refpect we have been difappointed. It 
is, no doubt, of great confequence to have an accurate and 
elegant tranflation of Ifaiah, accompanied with fuch notes as 
are de(cribed above. But it is of much greater import to have 
the defign of the prophecies in the Book of Ifaiah fully opened, 
and the events they predict precifely and clearly afcertained ; 
and efpecially that this fhould be done, with regard to thofe 
prophecies which relate, or are fuppofed to relate, to the Mef- 
fiah, and the times of the gofpel. Notwithftanding the labours 
of former commentators, there is ftill room for much ufeful 
and important criticifm upon thefe heads; and from whom was 
it to be expected, if not from the Bifhop of London? 

As a fpecimen of this excellent work, we fhall infert the 
tranflation, with the notes, of the fourteenth chapter of Ifaiah, 
being part of the prophet’s fublime oracle concerning Babylon: 

i For yenovad will have compaflion on Jacob, 

And will yet choofe Ifrael. 

And he fhall give them reft upon their own land: 

And the ftranger fhall be joined uato them, 

And fhall cleave unto the houle of Jacob. 

2 And the nations fhall take them, and bring them into their 

own place ; 

And the houfe of Jacob fhall poffefs them in the land of jz- 
HOVAH, 

As fervants, and as handmaids : 

And they fhall take them captive, whofe captives they were ; 

And they fhall rule over their oppreffors, 


®enceen 





1, And will yet choofe Ifrael.] That is, will ftill regard Ifrael 
4s his chofen people; however he may feem to defert them, by giv 
ing them up to their enemies, and fcattering them among the na- 
tions, Judah is fometimes called Ifrael: fee Ezek. xiii. 16. Ma- 
ahi. 1. ii, 14, but the name of Jacob, and of Ifrael, ufed appa- 
rently with defign in this place ; each of which names includes the 
twelve Tribes; and the other circumfiances mentioned in this and 
the next verfe, which did not in any complete fenfe accompany the 
fettrn from the Captivity of Babylon; feem to intimate, thac this 
Whole prophecy extends its views beyond that event. 
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3 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that yeHovay thal! 
give thee reft from thine affliction, and from thy difquier 
and from the hard fervitude, which was laid upon thee. 

4 and thou fhalt pronounce this parable upon the king of Ba. 
bylon; and fhalt fay : 

How hath the oppreffor ceafed! the exaétrefs of gold 
ceafed ! 

s jeNovan hath broken the ftaff of the wicked, the {ceptre of 
the rulers. 

6 He that fmote the peoples in wrath, with a ftroke unremitted 

He that ruled the nations in anger, is nerfecuted, and none 
hindereth. 

The whole earth is at reft, is quiet; they burft forth into 
joyful fhout : 





3e —inthatday] NIT OVI. The word Qi is added in 


two mss, and was in the copies from which the xx and Vulg. tran- 
flated: ev TN nynepae EXE 7 in die illa, (1 AVATAUT iy MS Pachom. add. 
ing “). ‘This is a matter of no great confequence: however, it re. 
ftores the text to the common form, alm it conftantly ufed on fuch 
occafions ; and is one among many inftances of a word loft out of the 
printed copies. 

4- —this parable] Majba/. I take this to be the general 
name for poetic ftyle among the Hebrews, including every {fort of 
it, as ranging under one, or other, or all of the characters, of Sen- 
tentious, Figurative, and Sublime; which are all contained in the 
Original notion, Or in the ufe and application of the word majfbal. 
Parables or Proverbs, fuch as thofe of Solomon, are always exprefled 
in fhort pointed fentences; frequently figurative, being formed on 
fome comparifon; generally forcible and authoritative, both in the 
matter and the form. And fuch in general is the ftyle of the He- 
brew Poetry. The verb ma/bal fignifies to rule, to-exercife autho- 
rity ; to make equal, to compare, one thing with another ; to utter 
parables, or acute, weighty, and powerful fpeeches, in the form and 
manner of parables, though not properly fuch. Thus Balaam’s fir 
prophecy, Num. xxiii. 7—10, is cailed his ma/bal; though it has 
hardly any thing figurative in it; but it is beautifully fententious, 
and, from the very form and manner of it, has great fpirit, force, 
and energy. Thus Job’s laft fpecches, in anfwer to the Three 
Friends, chap. xxvii,—xxxi. are called maj/hals ; from no one partl- 
cular character, which difcriminates them from the reft of the poem, 
but from the fublime, the figurative, the fententious manner, which 
equally prevails through the whole poem, and makes it one of the 
firft and moft eminent examples extant of the truly great and beau- 
tiful in poetic ftyle. 

The Lxx in this place render the word by Spnvoc, @ lamentation. 
They plainly confider the {peech here introduced as a piece of poetry: 
and of that {pecies of poetry, which we call the Elegiac: either from 
the fubje&t, it being a poem on the fall and death of the king of Ba- 
bylon ; or from the form of the compofition, which is of the Longer 
fort of Hebrew verfe, in which the Lamentations of Jeremiah, called 
by the Lxx Denvasy are written. 

6 g Even 

















Lowth’s new Tranflation of Ifaiah. 287 


3 Even the fir-trees rejoice over thee, the cedars of Libanus: 
since thou art fallen, no feller hath come up againit us. 
Hades from beneath is moved becaufe of thes, to meet 
thee at thy coming: 
He roufeth for thee the mighty dead, all the great chiefs of 
the earth ; 
He maketh to rife up from their thrones, all the kings of the 
nations. 
10 All of them fhall accoft thee, and fhall fay unto thee: 
Art thou, even thou too, become weak as we? art thou made 
like unto us? | 
11 Is then thy pride brought down to the grave; the found of 
thy fprightly inftruments ? 
Is the vermin become thy couch, and the earth-worm thy co- 
vering ? 
12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, fon of the 
Morning! 
Art cut down to the earth, thou that didft fubdue the nations! 
13, Yet thou didit fay in thy heart: I will afcend the heavens ; 
Above the ftars of God I will exalt my throne; 
And I will fit upon the mount of the divine prefence, on the 
fides of the north: 
14 I will afcend above the highths of the clouds; I will be like 
the moft High. 
15 Dut thow fhalt be brought down to the grave, to the fides of 
the pit. 
16 Thofe that fee thee fhall look attentively at thee; they 
fhall well confider thee : 
Is this the man, that made the earth to tremble; that thook 
the kingdoms ? 
i> That made the world like a defert; that deftroyed the cities ? 
That never difmiffled his captives to their own home? 


= — 





it —thy covering—] ‘Twenty-eight mss, (ten Ancient) and 
fevea Editions, with the xx and Vulg. read “JD5%5), in the fingu- 
lar number. 

13. ‘he mount of the divine prefence—] It appears plainly from 
Exod. xxv, 22. and xxix. 42, 43. where God appoints the place of 
meeting with Mofes, and promifes to meet with him before the ark, 
to commune with him, and to fpeak unto him; and to meet the 
children of Efrael at the door of the Tabernacle; that the Taber- 
nacle, and afterward the Temple, and Mount Sion, (or Moriah 
which is reckoned a part of Sion,) whereon it itood, was called the 
Tabernacle, and the Mount, of Convention, or of Appointment ; 
not from the people’s aflembling there to perform the fervices of 
their religion, (which is what our Tranflation expreffes by calling 
it the Tabernacle of the Congregation,) but becaufe God appointed 
that for the place, where He himfelf would meet with Mofes, and 
fommune with him, and would meet with the people, Therefore, 
Wi 3, or “y4°9 San, means the place appointed by God, 
Where he would prefent himfelf: agreeably to which ! have rendered 
win this place, the Mount of the Divine Prefence, 
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i6 All the kings of the nations, all of them, 
| ie down in glory, each in his own fepulchre : 

19 But thou art cait out of the grave, as the tree abominated ; 
Cioathed with the flain, with the pierced by the fword, 
With them chat go down to the ftones of the pit; asa trod- 

den carcafe. 

20 Thou fhalt not be joined unto them in burial; 

Becaufe thou hail deitroyed thy ccyntry, thou haft flain thy 


people: 
The feed of evil doers fhall never be renowned, 
21 Prepare ye flaughter for his children, for the iniquity of 


their fathers ; 
Left they rife, and poffefs the earth; and fill the face of the 
world with cities. 
22 For I wiil arife againft them, faith sEHovan God of Hofts: 
And I will cut off from Babylon the name, and the remnant; 
And the fon, and the fon’s fon, faith seiovan. 





1g.—like the tree abominated—] That is, as an objeé of abo- 
mination and deteftation; fuch as the tree is, on which a malefa@or 
has been hanged. ‘* It is written, faith St. Paul, Galat. iii. 13. 
curfed is every man that hangeth on atree:” from Deut. xxi. 23, 
The Jews therefore held alfo as accurfed and polluted the tree itfelf 
on which a malefactor had been executed, or on which he had been’ 
hanged after having been put to death by ftoning. ‘* Non fufpen- 
dunt fuper arbore, qu radicibus folo adhzreat ; {ed fuper ligno erae 
dicato, ut ne fit excifio molefta: nam lignum, fuper quo fuit aliquis 
fufpenfus, cum fufpendiofo fepelitur ; ne maneat illi malum nomen, 
& dicant homines, Iftud eft lignum, in quo fufpenfus eft ille, 6 deve 
Sic lapis, quo aliquis fuit lapidatus ; & gladius, quo fuit occifus is 
qui eit occifus; & fudarium five mantile, quo fuit aliquis ftrangula- 
tus ; omnia hec cum iis, gui perierunt, fepeliuntur.” Maimonides, 
apud Cafaub. in Baron. Exercitat. xvi. An. 34. Num. 134. ‘* Cum 
itaque homo fufpenfus maxime effet abominationi,— Judai quoque 
pre ceteris abominabantur lignum quo fuerat fufpenfus, ita ut illud 
quoque terra tegerent, tanqguam rem abominabilem. Unde Inter- 
pres Chaldzus hec verba tranftulit 3")%) {OM5, ficut virgultum ab- 
{conditum, five fepultum.” Kalinfki, Vaticinia Obfervationibus il- 
luftrata, p. 342. Agreeably to which, Theodoret, Hitt. Ecclefiaft. i. 
17, 18, in his account of the finding of the Crofs by Helena, fays, 
that the three Crofles were buried in the earth near the place of out 
Lord’s fepu!chre. 

Ibid. —cloathed with the flain.] Thirty five mss (ten Ancient), 
and three Editions, have the word fully written, g33j'7. It is not 
a noun, but the participle paflive: thrown out among the common 
flain, and covered with the dead bodies. So ver. 11. the earth- 
worm Is faid to be his bed-covering. 

20. Becaufe thou hait deiiroyed thy country ; thou haft flain thy 
people.}| Xenophon gives an inftance of this king’s wanton cruelty 
in killing the fon of Gobrias, on no other provocation than that, im 
hunting, he ftruck a boar anda lion, which the king had mifled. 


Cyrop. iv. p. 3096 5 And 
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«: And Iwill make it an inheritance for the porcupin>, and 


pools of water ; 


And I will plunge it in the miry gulph of deftrudticn, faith 


yEnovanH God of Hofts, 
Jesovan God of Hotts hath fworn, faying : 
Surely as I have devifed, fo fhall it be; 
And as I have purpofed, that thing fhall ftand: 
2; Tocrufh the Affyrian in my land, and to trample him on my 
mountains. 
Then fhall his yoke depart from off them ; 
And his burthen fhall be removed from off their fhoulder. 
26 This is the decree, which is determined on the whole 
earth ; 
And this the hand, which is ftretched out over all the nations: 
27 For jenovan God of Hofts hath decreed; and who fhall dif- 
annul it? 
And it is his hand, that is ftretched out; and who fhall turn 
it back ? 


28 In THE YEAR, IN WHICH AHAZ THE KING DIED, THIS’ 


ORACLE WAS DELIVERED. 


29 Rejoice not, O Philiftia, with one confent ; 
Becaufe the rod, that {mote thee, is broken : 
For from the root of the ferpent fhall come forth a bafilifk ; 
And his fruit fhall be a flying fiery ferpent. 
30 For the poor fhall feed on my choice firft-fruits ; 
And the needy fhall lie down in fecurity : 
But he will kill thy root with drought ; 


——t 





23. I will plunge itc—] 1 have here very nearly followed the ver- 
fion of the txx: the reafons for which fee in the lait Note on De 
Poefi Hebr. Prelect. xxviii. 

25. To crufh the Affyrian—on my mountains] The Aflyrians 
and Babylonians are the fame people: Herod.i. 199, 200. Baby- 
lon is reckoned the principal city in Affyria: ibid. 178. Strabo 
fays the fame thing; lib, xvi. fub, init. The circumiiance of this 
judgment’s being to be executed on God’s mountains is of import- 
ance: it may mean the deftruction of Senacherib’s army near Jerufa- 
lem; and have {till a further view: compare Ezek. xxxix. 4. and 
fre Lowth on this place of Lfaiah. 


28. Uzziah had fubdued .the Philiftines, 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, 73 
bat taking advantage of the wealt reign of Ahaz, they invaded ludea, 
and took and held in pofieffion fome cities in the fouthern part of 
the kingdom. On the death of Ahaz, Ifaiah delivers this prophecy, 
threatening them with the deftru@tion that Hezekiah, his fon, and 
great grandfon of Uzziah, fhould bring upon them: which he ef- 
feed ; for ** he {mote the Philittines, even unto Gaza, and the 
borders thereof.” 2 Kings xviiie & Uzziah therefore mutt. be 
meant by the rod that fmoce them, and by the ferpent, from whom 
fhou'd ‘pring the flying fiery ferpent; that is, Hezckiah, a much 

“coriple enemy, than even Uzziah had been. 
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And thy. remnant he will flay. 
31 Howl, O gate; cry out, O city! 
O Philiftia, thou art altogether funk in confternation.! 
For from the north cometh a fmoke ; 
And there fhall not be a ftraggler among his levies, 
32 And what anfwer fhall be given to the ambaffadors of the 
nations? 
That jenovan hath laid the foundation of Sion ; 
And the poor of his people fhall take refuge in her. 


Any perfon who fhall hereafter be difpofed to enter more 
deeply into the theologtcal explanation of the prophecies of 
Ifaiah, will now be enabled to purfue his defign with fingular 
advantage, 


30. —He will flay] The txx read P's, in the third perfon, 
awd; and fo Chald. The Vulgate remedies the confufion of perfons 
in the prefent text, by reading both the verbs in the firft perfon. 

31. From the North cometh a fmoke] ‘That is, a cloud of duft, 
railed by the march of Hezekiah’s army againft Philiftia., which lay 
to the fouth-weft from Jerufalem. A great duft raifed has, at a 
diftance, the appearance of fmoke: ‘* fumantes pulvere campi.” 
Virg. En, xi. gc8. ‘.- 

32. —to the ambafladors of the nations] The- xxx: read {59}, 
ebvwv, plural; and fo the Chaldee. ‘Fhe ambaffadors of the: neigh- 
bouring nations, that fend to congratulate Hezekiah-om his fuccefs ; 
which in his anfwer he will afcribe to the proteétion of God. See 
2 Chron. xxxii. 23. Or, if 9, fingular, the reading of the Text, 
be preferred, the ambafladoss fent by the Philiftines to demand 


peace. K, 


Art. IV. he Britifa Fruit-Gardener; and Art of. Pruning; come 
prifing, the moft approved Methods of Planting and Raifing,every 
ufeful Fruit-Tree and Fruit-bearing-Shrub, whether. for Walls, 
Efpaliers, Standards, Half-S:andards, or Dwarfs: The true: fuc- 
ceisful Practice of Pruning, Training, Grafting, Budding, &c. 
fo as to render them abundantly fruicful: And full Direétions:con- 
cerning Soils, Situations, and Expofures, By Joho Abercrombie, 
of Tottenham-Court, Gardener; Author of Kvery Man his own 
Gardener, Firft publifhed under the Name of Thomas Mawes 
48. bound. Davis. 1779. 


HOUGH the experienced Gardener may, perhaps, find 

little in the prefent publication that is altogether new, 
yet it is not without its ufe. Whatever. has been hitherto 
written on this fubje& was rarely to be met. with, except in 
voluminous works +, intermixed with other matter in which 
the mere fruit-gardener had no concern; or in compendiums of 
gardening, in which the fubject was very imperfeally treated. 








+ We muft except Mr. Hitt’s valuable tratife on Fruit-trees, in one 


ociavo volume; an account of which was given in the 13th vol 
our Review. , 
¢ With 
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+ With regard to the method purfued in the work before us,’ to 
+ Author’s own words, * it may be allowable to obferve, that the 
directions, concerning the refpettive articles, are not confufedly 
fe neal up and down, in diftant parts of the work, nor are the 

ratios belonging to ove, confounded with thofe of another: in 
i Mansal the reader will find every Fruit-tree feparately and com~- 
letely treated of, as to its botanic clafs and genus, its growth, 
mode of bearing, flowers, fruit, and time of ripening; its method 
of propagation by grafting, budding, layers, cuttings, fuckers, OF 
eds; and the different ftocks fuitable to.the particular nature of the 
ree, with regard to grafting and budding. All which are pointed 
sot under the name of that fruit-tree to which they refpectively be- 
“4 wall and efpalier trees require fingular care in the different 
operations of pruning and training, both in Summer and in Winter, 
thefe works are here explained with refpect to the different ftages of 
growth, and order Of bearing. 

‘Concerning common ftandards, the reader will alfo find ample 
direftions: thefe do not require, indeed, like wall-trees, a general 
puning; @ ftri€t attention, however, as well to their early growth, 
as to their advanced ftate, being neceflary, they were not to be 
omitted.’ 

‘His fubjects are arranged in alphabetical order. The firft 
that prefents itfelf is, 

‘The Almond Tree, eminent both as a fruit-tree, and for orna- 
menting the fhrubbery, &c. early in fpring, when in full bloom; 
it is the original of the ancient genus A4mygdalus, which, by the 
botanic characters of the flowers, comprenends alfo the Peach 
and Neftarine, as fpecies and varieties of the fame family or 


gfe th 


genus; all of which belong alfo to the clafs and order, ico/andria 


monogynia, i, €. flowers containing twenty or more ftamina, and one 
fiyle. 

‘ The botanifts admit but of one real fpecics of the common Al- 
mond tree. which they term 

‘ Amygdalus communis, COMMON ALMOND; and is botanically de- 
feribed, Amygdalus with fpear foaped fawed leaves, having glands at 
the bafe: and with flowers mofily in pairs, fitting clofe to the branches; 
facerded by large oval, downy, tough frait, containing eatable kernels, 
comprehending feveral eminent varieties, diltinguithed by the follew- 
ing names and properties, viz. 

‘1. Common Almond with a bitter kernel. 

* 2. Sweet-kernelled Almond. 

3+ Sweet Jordan Almond, large and fuperior in goodnefs. 

‘4+ Tender-fhelled Almond. 

* 5. Hard-thelled Almond. 

, The fruit, in general, of the Almond tree is valued only for the 
kernel inclofed in its centre in a ftone or nut, it being the only edible 
part; and is by many greatly efteemed as a choice deffert fruit to eaty 
as well ag for varidys domeitic purpofes. 

Confidtréd as fruit cree, the Almond, in all its varieties, dee 
ves a place in almoft every garden, to encreafe the variety of eate 
Uz able 
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able fruits, efpecially as ftandard and half ftandard trees, jp which 
they will alfo adorn the premifes very confpicuoufly in fpring, dur. 
ing their general bloom, and fupply us with annual crops of fryi- 
without trouble; ripening in September. 

‘ The trees generally affume but a moderate growth, obtainip 
from fifteen to twenty feet ftature, dividing regularly into map 
branches, and emitting numerous ftraight fhoots annually ; the whole 
forming a large full head, adorned with long fpear-fhaped leaves 
and pale red flowers, having five petals, producing flowers and frait, 
moftly on young wood of a year or two old, immediately from the 
eyes of the fhoot. 7 

‘ They flower early in fpring, before the leaves; arifing in a vaf 

profufion all along the young branches at almoft every eye, fucceeded 
by large oval downy fruit, confitting of a thick tough pulp, includ. 
ing an oblong nut or ftone, containing one kernel, which is the Al. 
mond, and the only efculent part, as before obferved ; the whole ar- 
riving to maturity in September ; the outer tough cover fplits open, 
and difcharges the ftone, with the kernel therein, which is fit both 
for immediate eating, and to be kept for future ufe. 
_ © The trees are all hardy enough to fucceed in any common {oil of 
our gardens, in almott any fituation and expofure ; and in favour- 
able fprings, when their early bloffom is not deftroyed by fro, 
they generally produce abundant crops of fruit. However, when 
defigned as fruit trees, they fhould generally be indulged with a 
fheltered funny fituation. 

‘ They are employed principally as ftandards and half ftandards, 

trained with ftraight fingle ftems, fix or feven feet high for full 
ftandards, and four or five for half ftandards, branching out at thefe 
refpective heights, all around into regular heads, planted at twenty 
or thirty feet diftance, and fuffered to extend every way nearly ac- 
cording to their natural order of growth; though, for. variety fome 
times a few trees are cultivated, as dwarfs, for walls and efpaliers, 
' and trained in the order of wall trees, &c. nearly as directed for 
Peaches and Neétarines, and in which they often furnifh larger and 
forwarder fruit than on ftandards.’ 
_ He next proceeds to the method of propagating them ; and 
then, after pointing out the manner of planting, and the 
general culture, he concludes with particular dire€tions for the 
pruning. 

There is a ufe in this book we have not yet remarked. By 
defcribing the genus or fpecies of each tree botanically, it will 
infenfibly infufe into the reader, who has not yet applied to 
botanical ftudies, fuch general ideas of fyftematic botany, 4 
may lead him forward to a more intimate acquaintance with 
that amufing fcience. ‘There are fome few inaccuracies in the 


ftyle of this performance, for which candour will make al- 


lowances.. 
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Ant. V. Sermons. By Hugh Blair, D. D. One of the Minifters of 
the High Church, and Profeflor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in 
the Univerfity, of Edinburgh, Vol. II. O@avo. 6s, Boand. 
Cadell. 17806 

HOSE who have read the firft volume of Dr. Blair’s Dif- 

courfes (and we believe there are few readers of fermons 
who have not perufed them) will naturally form great expe@a- 
tions from his fecond ; and wemay venture to aflure them, that 
they will not be difappointed. The fame elegance of compofi- 
tion, the fame beauty and variety of fentiment, in a word, 
every excellence which marked the firft, is confpicuous in the 
fecond volume; and cannot fail of rendering it highly accept- 
able to the friends of rational religion. 

The fubject of the firft fermon is—the importance of order in 
andult.—** Let all things be done—inorder.” ‘The Doctor intro- 
duces it with the following very juft obfervation, wiz, that order, 
method, and regularity, whether it be confidered as, in itfelf, 
amoral duty, or not, is eflential to the proper difcharge of al- 
moft all duties, —and merits, on that account, a greater attention 
than is commonly paid to it in a religious view.—He proceeds to 
recommend to his Readers, order in the conduét of their affairs ; 
in the diftribution of their time; in the management of their 
fortune; in the regulation of their amufements; and in the are 
rangement of their fociety. 

The fecond and third are admirable fermons indeed! the 
fubje€t of them is extremely important, though its importance 
is but feldom perceived by the generality of mankind, who are 
apt to confider the regulation of external conduct as the chief 
objet of religion.—The words from which the Preacher dif- 
courfes are—Keep thy heart with all diligence, Sc. In treating 
of the government of the heart, he contiders, feparately, the 
government of the thoughts, of the paflions, and of the tem- 
per, 
~The fubje&t of the fourth fermon is, The unchangeablene/s of 
the divine nature. Vhe Doétor introduces it with obierving, that 
the power, wifdom, and goodnefs, of the Supreme Being, are 
founds familiar to our ears, but that we are lefs accuftomed to 
conlider him in his immutability, though it is this perfection, 
perhaps, which more than any other diftinguifhes the divine 
nature from the human; gives complete energy to all its other 
attributes, and entitles it to the higheft adoration. Goodnefs, 
he fays, could produce no more than feeble and wavering hopes, 
and power would command very imperfect reverence, if we were 
eft to fufpe&t, that the plans which goodnefs had framed might 
alter, or that the power of carrying them into execution might 
decreafe, The contemplation of God, therefore, as unchange= 
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able in his nature, and in all his perfections, muft undoubted] 
be fruitful, both of inftruétion and of confolation to man. 
The fubjeé of the fifth fermon, preached at the celebration 
of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, ts the compaffion of 
Chrift, That of thefixth, the love of praife, from thefe words, 


John xii. 43. For they loved the praife of men more than the praif 
of God. In difcourfing on this fubject, the Preacher confiders 
how far the love of praife is an allowable principle of aétion, 
when it begins to be criminal; and upon what accounts we 
ought to guard againft its acquiring the entire afcendant. Thofe 
who afpire after real dignity of character; thofe to whom the 
approbation of Omnifcience is the higheft obje& of ambition, 
will receive peculiar pleafure from this excellent difcourfe. 

After fhewing, that the love of praife is, in various refpeéts, 
a natural and ufefu) principle of action, the Doétor proceeds to 
contider the arguments which fhould guard us againft the im- 
proper influence of praife, or cenfure, in the courfe of our duty, 

* Inthe firft place, the praife of men is not an objet of any fuch 
value in itfelf as to be intitled to become the leading principle of 
conduct. We degrade our character when we allow it more than 
fubordinate regard. Like other worldly goods, it is apt to dazzle 
us with a falfe Juftre; but if we would afcertain its true worth, let 
us refle& both on whom it is beftowed, and from whom it proceeds, 
Were the applaufe of the world always the reward of merit; were it 
appropriated to fuch alone as by real abilities, or by worthy actions, 
are entitled to rife above the crowd, we might juftly be flattered by 
poflefling a rare and valuable diftinction. But how far is this from 
being the cafe in fact? How often have the defpicable and the vile, 
by dexteroufly catching the favour of the multitude, foared upon the 
wings of popular applaufe, while the virtuous and the deferving 
have been cither buried in cbfcurity, or obliged to encounter the at- 
tacks of unjuft reproach ? The laurels which human praife confers 
are withered and blalted by the unworthinefs of thofe who wear 
them. Let the man who is vain of public favour be humbled by the 
reflection that, in the midft of his fuccefs, he is mingled with a 
crowd of impoftors and deceivers, of hypocrites and enthufiafts, of 
ignorant pretenders ard fuperficial reafoners, who, by various arts, 
have attained as high a rank as himfelf in temporary fame. 

‘ We may eaiily be fatisfied that applaufe will be often fhared by 
the undeferving, if we allow ourfelves to confider from whom it pro- 
ceeds. When it is the approbation of the wife only and the good 
which is purfued, the love of praife may then be accounted to con- 
tain itfelf within juft bounds, and to run in its proper channel. But 
the teftimony of the difcerning few, modeft and unafluming as they 
commonly are, forms but a {mall part of the public voice. It feldom 
amounts to more than a whifper, which amidft the general clamour 1s 
drowned. When the love of praife has taken pofleffion of the mind, 
it confines not itfelf to an object fo limited, It grows into an ap- 
petite for indifcrimisate praife. And who are they that confer this 
praife? A mixed mulitude of men, who in their whole conduct ere 
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sided by humour and caprice, far more than by reafon; who admire 
fal(e appearances, and parfue falfe goods; who inquire fuperficially, 
and judge rafhly ; whofe fentiments are for the molt part erroneous, 
always changeable, and often inconfiitent. Nor let any one imagine, 
that by looking above the crowd, and courting the praife of the 
fahionable and the great, he makes fure of true honour. There are 
a great vulgar, as well as a fmall. Kank often makes no difference 
in the uederftandings of men, or in their judicious diftribution of 
praife. Luxury, pride, and vanity, have trequently as much in- 
uence in corrupting the fentimen:s of the great, as ignorance, 
bigotry, and prejudice, have in mifleading the opinions of the crowd, 
—And is it to fuch judges as thefe that you fubmit the fupreme di- 
rection of your concuct? Do you ttoop to court their favour as your 
chief diflinction, when an object of fo much juiter and higher am- 
bition is prefented to you in rhe praife of God? God is the only un- 
erring judge Of whatis excellent. His approbation alone is the fub- 
flance, all other praife is but the fhadow, of honour, The character 
which you bear in his fight is your only real one. How contempti- 
ble does it render you to be inditterent with ref{pe& to this, and to 
be folicitous about a name alone, a ficti:ious, imaginary character, 
which has no extiteace except in the opinions of a few weak and 
credulous men around you: They fee no farther than the outfide of 
things. They cana judge of you by ations only; and not by the 
compreheniive view of all your actions, but by fuch merely as you 
have had opporiuaity of bringing forth to public notice, But the 
Sovereign of the world behoids you in every light in which you can 
be placed. ‘The iilent virtues of a generous purpofe and a pious 
heart attract his notice equally with the molt {plendid deeds. From 
him you may reap the praife of good a€tions which you had no op. 
portunity of performing. For he fees them in their principle; he 
judges of you by your intentions; he knows what you would have 
done. You may be in his eyes a hero or a martyr, without under- 
going the labours of the one, or the fufferings of the other. His 
infpection, therefore, opens a much wider field for praife than what 
the world can afford you: and for praife, too, certainly far more 
Uluitrious in the eye of reafon. Every real artift ftudies to approve 
himieif to fuch as are knowing in his art. To their judgment he 
appeals, On their approbation he reits his character, and not on the 
pratie of the unfkilled and rude, In the higheit art of all, that of 
lite and conduct, dhall the opinions of ignorant men come into the 
moi diitant com peticion with his approbacion who is the fearcher of 
all hearts, and the ftandard of all perfettion ?— The teltimony of his 
praife is not indeed, as yet, openly beltowed. But thoagh the voice 
Of the Almighty fouad not in your ears, yet by con{cience, his 
facred vicegerent, it is capable of being conveyed to yourheart. The 
foftelt whitper of divine approbation is {weeter to the foul of a vir- 
tuous man, than the loudeit fhouts of that tumultuary applaufe which 
proceeds from the world. 

* Contider, farther, how narrow and circumfcribed in its limits 
that fame is which the vain-glorious man fo ‘eagerly purfues. In 
Order to thew him this, I fhalt not bid him reflect that it is confined 
0a {mall diftrictt-of the earth; and that when he looks a litle be- 

U 4 youd. 











296 Blair’s Sermons. 


yond the region which he inhabits, he will find himfelf as much un. 
known as the molt obfcure perfon around him. I fhall not defire 
him to confider, that in the gulph of oblivion, where all human me- 
morials are fwallowed up, his name and fame muft foon be inevitably: 
Joft. He may imagine that ample honours remain to gratify ambi. 
tion, though: his reputation extend not over the whole globe, nor 
laft till the end of time. But let him calmly ‘cfle&t, that within the 
narrow boundaries of that country to which he belongs, and during 
that fmal] portion of time which his life fills up, his reputation, 
oreat as he may fancy it to be, occupies no more than an inconfider- 
able corner. Let him think what multitudes of thofe among whom 
lie dwells are totally ignorant of his name and character; how many 
imagine themfelves too important to regard him; how many are too 
much occupied with their own wants and purfuits to pay him the leak 
attention; and where his reputation is in any degree fpread, how 
often it has been attacked, and how many rivals are daily rifing to 
abate it: Having attended to thefe circumftances, he will find fuff- 
cient materials for humiliation in the midit of the higheft applaufe, 
—— From all thefe confiderations it clearly appears, that though the 
efteem of our fellow-creatures be pleafing, and the purfuit of it, in 
a moderate degree, be fair and lawful, yet that it affords no fuch ob- 
je&t to defire as entitles it to be a ruling principle,’ 

We fhall now lay before our Readers, part of what our Au- 
thor advances on the fubject of candsur, from the words—Chq- 
rity—thinketh no evil, 


“ It is neceflary to obferve, that true candour is altogether different 
from that guarded, inoffenfive language, and that ftudied opennefs 
of behaviour, which we fo frequently meet with among men of the 
world, Smiling, very often, is the afpect, and fmooth are the words 
of thofe who inwardly are the moft ready to think evil of others. 
That candour which is a Chriftian virtue, confifts not in fairnefs of 
fpeech, but in fairnefs of heart. It may want the blandifhment of 
external courtefy, but fupplies its place with humane and generous 
liberality of fentiment. Its manners are unaffe&ed, and its profel- 
fions cordial, Exempt, on one hand, from the dark jealoufy of a 
fufpicious mind ; it is no lefs removed, on the other, from that ealy 
credulity which is impofed on by every fpecious pretence. It is 
perfectly confiftent with extenfive knowledge of the world, and with 
due attention to our own fafety. In that various intercourfe which 
we are obliged to carry on with perfons of every different character, 
fufpicion, to a certain degree, is a neceflary guard. It is only when 
it exceeds the bounds of prudent caution, that it degenerates into 
vice. There is a proper mean between undiftinguifhing credulity, 
and univerfal jealoufy, which a found underftanding difcerns, and 
which the man of candour ftudies to preferve. ; 

‘ He makes allowance for the mixture of evil with good, whichis 
to be found in every human charaéter, He expects none to be fault- 
lefs ; and he is unwilling to believe that there is any without fome 
commendable quality. In the midft of many defeéts, he can difcover 
avirtue. In the midft of perfonal refentment, he can be juft to the 
merit of anenemy. He never lends an open ear to thofe defamatory 


seports and dark juggeftions, which, among the tribes of the cen{o- 
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rroas, circulate with fo much rapidity, and meet with fuch ready ac- 
eeptance. He is not hafty to judge; and he requires full evidence 
before he will condemn. As long as an action can be afcribed to 
diferent motives, he holds it as no mark of fagacity to impute it al- 
to the worft, Where there is juft ground for doubt, he keeps 
ways : : ; 
pis judgment undecided ; and during the period of fufpence, leans 
to the moft charitable conitruciion which an action can bear. When 
he muft condemn, he condemns with regret; and without thofe ag- 
vations which the feverity of others adds to the crime. He liftens 
calmly to the apology of the offender, and readily admits every ex- 
tenuating circumftance which equity can fuggeft. How much foever 
he may blame the principles of any fect or party, he never confounds 
ander ove general cenfure all who belong to that party or fect. He 
charges them not with fuch comfequences of their teneis, as they refufe 
and difavow. From one wrong opinion, he does not infer the fubverfion 
of all found principles; nor from one bad action, conclude that all 
regard to confcience is overthrown. When he beholds the mote in bis 
brother's eye, he remembers the beam in bis own. He commilerates 
human frailty; and judges of others according to the principles by 
which he would think it reafonable that they fhould judge of him. In 
aword, he views men and aétions in theclear funfhine of charity and 
good-nature; and notin that dark and fullen fhade which jealoufy 
and party fpirit throw over all characters.’ 

Such being, in general, the fpirit of that charity which thinketh 
m evil, the Doétor proceeds to recommend, by various argu- 
ments, this important branch of Chriftian virtue. | 

‘ Let us begin. fays he, with obferving what a neceflary requifite it 
is to the proper difcharge of all the focial duties. I need not fpend time 
in fhowing that thefe hold a very high rank in the Coriftian fyftem. 
The encomium which the Apoftle in this chapter beftows upon 
charity, is alone fufficient to prove it. He places this grace at the 
head of all the gifts, and endowments, which can be pofleffed by 
man; and affures us that though we had ail faith fo that we could re- 
move mountains, yet if we be deftitute of charity, #t will profit us no- 
thing. Accordingly, love, gentlene/s, meekne/s and long fuffering, are 
enumerated as diftinguifhing fructs of the /pirit of Chrift™. But it 
is impofible for fuch virtues as thefe to find place in a brealt, where 
the propenfity to think evil of others is predominanr. Charitable 
and candid thoughts of men are the neceflary introdudiion to all 
good-will and kindnefs. They form, if we may fpeak fo, the only 
climate in which love can grow up, and flourifh. A fufpicious tem- 
perchecks in the bud every kind affection. It hardens the heart, 
and eftranges man from man, What friendthip or gratitude can you 
expect from him, who views all your conduét with diftrufful eyes, 
and afcribes every benefit you confer to artifice and ftratagem? The 
utmoft which you can hope from one of this character, is juftice in 
his dealings; nor even that can you be afflured of; as the iufpicions 
to which he is a prey will afford him frequent pretexts for departing 
from truth, and for defending himfelf with the fame arms which he 
conceives to be employed againft him. Unhappy will they be who 
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are joined with him by any clofe connexion; expofed to every malip. 
nant fufpicion which arifesin his own mind, and to every unjatt fyo. 
geition which the malice of others may infinuate againft them. Tha 
itore of poifon which is collected wishin him frequently throws ou 
its venom on all who are within its reach. Asa companion, the will 
be fevere and fatirical ; as a friend, captious and dangerous; in his 
domeftic fphere, harfh, jealous and irafcible; in his civil Capacity, 
feditious and turbulent, prone to impute the condu& of ‘his tuperi. 
Ours to improper motives, and upon loofe information to condema 
their conduct. 

* The contrary of all this may be expected froma candid temper, 
Whatever is amiable in manners, or ufeful in fociety, naturally and 
eafily ingrafts icfelf upon it. Gentlenefs, humanity and compatfiion 
flow from it, as their native fpring. Open and cheerful in itfelf, jt 
ditfufes cheerfulnefs and good-humour over a}l who are under its in. 
fluence. - It is the chief ground of mutoal confidence ‘and onion 
among men. It prevents thofe animofities from arifing which are the 
offspring of groundlefs prejudice ; or, by its benign interpofition, 
allays them when arifen. ln the magiitrate, it tempers juttice with 
lenity. Among fubjects, it promotes good order and fubmiffion. It 
connects humanity with piety. For he who is not given to think evil 
of bis fellow-creatures, will not be ready to cenfure the difpenfations 
of his Creator. Whereas the fame turn of mind which renders one 
jealous and unjuft towards men, will incline him to be querulous and 
impious towards God. 

‘ In the fecond place, as a fufpicious, uncharitable fpirit is incon- 
fiftent with all focial virtue and happinefs, fo, in itfelf, it is unrea- 
fonable and unjuft. In order to form found opinions ‘concerning 
characters and actions, two things are efpecially requifite, informa- 
tion and impartiality, But fuch as are moft forward to decide unfa- 

-vourably, are commonly deftitute of both, Inftead of poffefling, or 
even requiring, full information, the grounds on which they proceed 
are frequently the moft flight and frivolous. A tale, perhaps, which 
the idle have invented, the inquifitive have liftened to, and the cre- 
dulous have propagated; or a real incident which rumour, in carry- 
ing it along, has exaggerated and difguifed, fupplies them with ma- 
terials of confident aflertion, and decifive judgment. From an action 
they prefently look into the heart, and infer the motive. This fup- 
pofed motive, they conclude to be the ruling principle; and pro- 
nource at Once concerning the whole character. 

* Nothing can be more contrary both to equity and to found rea- 
fon, than {uch precipitate judgments. Any man who attends to 
what paffes within himfelf, may eafily difcern what a complicated 
fyftem the human charaéter is, and what a variety of circumftances 
muft be taken into the account, in order to eftimate it truly. No 
fingle inftance of conduct whatever, is fufficient to determine it 
As-from one worthy action, it were credulity, not charity, to con- 
clude a perfon to be free from all vice; fo from one which is cenfur- 
able, itis perfectly unjuf to infer that the author of it is without 
confcience, and without merit, Did you know all the attending Cif- 
cumitances, it might appear in an excufable light; nay, perhaps, 
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heen entirely different from thofe which you afcribeto him ; and where 

ou fuppofe him impelled by bad defign, he may have been prompied 
b confcience and miftaken principle. Admitting the action to 
a been in every view criminal, he may have been hurried into it 
through inadvertency and furprife. Hie may have fincerely repented ; 
and the virtuous principle may have now regained its full vigour. 
Perhaps this was the corner of frailty; the quarteron which he lay 
open to the incurfions of temptation ; while the other avenues of his 
heart were firmly guarded by confcience. 

‘ No error is more palpable than to look for uniformity from hu- 
man nature; though it is commonly on this fuppofition that our 
eneral conclufions concerning character are formed. Mankind are 
confiftent neither in good, norinevil, In the prefent ftate of frailty, 
all is mixed and blended. The ftrongeft contrarieties of piety and 
hypocrify, of generofity and avarice, of truth and duplicity, often 
meet in one character. The pureft human virtue is confiftent with 
fome vice; and in the midit of much vice and diforder, amiable, nay 
refpectable, qualities may be found, There are few cafes in which 
we have ground to conclude that all goodnefs is loit. At the bottom 
of the charaéter there may lie fome {parks of piety and virtue, fup- 
prefled, but not extinguifhed ; which kept alive by the breath of 
heaven, and gathering ftrength in fecret from reflection, may, on the 
frit favourable opening which is afforded them, be ready to break 
forth with fplendour and force.—Placed, then, in a fituation of fo 
much uncertainty and darknefs, where our knowledge of the hearts 
and chara¢ters of men is fo limited, and our Judgments concerning 
them are fo apt to err, what a continual call do we receive either to 
fufpend our judgement, or to give it on the favourable fide ? ‘efpecial- 
ly when we confider that, as through imperfect information we are 
unqualified for deciding foyndly, fo through want of impartiality we 
are often tempted to decide wrong.’ 

We could with pleafure extend this article to a much greater 
length, and prefent our readers with many beautiful and ftriking 
pallages from this volume of Dr. Blair’s Sermons; but the ex- 
tracts here given, are (ufficient, we are perfuaded, to juftify our 
character of the difcourfes contained in it. 

The fubjeéts of the fermons not yet mentioned are,—-the pro- 
per Eftimate of Human Lite—the Happinefs of a Future State 
—Death—the Character of Jofeph—the Charater of Hazael — 
the Benefits to be derived from the Houfe of Mourning—the 
Divine Government of the Padions of Men—and the Importance 


of religious Knowledge to Mankind. — 
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Ast. VI. The Hiftory of the Town of Thetford, in the Counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, from the carlie/t Accaunts to the prefent Time. 
By the late Mr. Thomas Martin, of Palgrave, Suffolk, F, A. S. 
40, tl. 4s. fewed. Payne. 1779. 


. ONEST Tom Martin, of Palgrave’—by which de- 
i # nomination he was diftinguifhed by his friends, as well 
“Sin the lift of fubfcribers to Grey’s Hudibras in 1744—did 
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not owe that appellation merely to his love of good fellowthip, 
and contempt of money; but likewife to his moral condud, ag 
an honelt attorney :—a profeffion to which he was reluétantly 
brought up, under the care of an elder brother. Some of 
his objections to this employment, contained in a paper 
wiitten when he was about the age of nineteen, are worth 
tranfcribing, as marking his character at that early period of his 
life, 
OBJECTIONS. 

‘ x. Firft, my mind and inclinations are wholly to Cam. 
bridge, having already found by experience, that I can never 
fettle to my prefent employment. 

« 3. I always wifhed that I might lead a private retired life, 
which can never happen if I be an attorney. I muft have the 
care and concern of feveral people’s bufinefs befides mine own, 
&c. 

‘ 5. It was always counted ruination for young perfons to be 
brought up at home, and I am fure there’s no worfe town under 
the fun for breeding or converfation than this. 

‘ 6. Though I fhould ferve my time out with my brother, I 
fhould never fancy the ftudy of the law; having got a taffe of a 
more noble and pleafant fiudy.—I have ftaid thus long, thinking 
continual ufe might have made it eafy to me; but the longer | 
ftay, the worfe I like it.’ 

The ‘ more noble and pleafant fiudy,’ to which he alludes 
above, was undoubtedly that of antiquities, to which he 
fhewed an early predilection ; appearing among the contributors 
to Mr. Le Neve’s.Monumenta Anglicana, when he was only 
twenty-two years of age. His tafte for ancient lore mutt have 
been increafed as well as gratified by the confequences following 
the death of Peter le Neve, Norroy king at arms; whole 
widow, as well as his valuable collection of Britifh topogra- 
phical antiquities, came into his pofleffion. 

We are forry to clofe this fhort account of his life and cha- 
racter by adding, that his diftrefles obliged him to difpofe of 
many of his books a fhort time before his death ; and that his 
very large collection of antiquities, as well as fcarce books, 
deeds, drawings, prints, and other curiofities, appears, from 2 
_relffjon here given, to have been in a regular courfe of dif- 
perfion, by various fales that have taken piace, from the time 
of his death in 1771, to that of the fale of Mr. Ives’s collece 
tion in 17773 who had been a principal purchafer at all the 
preceding fales. 

Few of our readers would be gratified by a tranfcript of any 
pafiages that we could felect from this hittory ofa particular 
town ;—though * a fenced and royal city, from the unfortunate 


overthrow of. Beadicea, till the eftablifament of the heprarchy 
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snd afterwards the metropolis of the Eaft Angles; it will be 
(uficient to obferve, that our topographical Hiftorian has here 
collected together all that time has fpared of its uneventful 
hiftory, during the fucceflive governments of the Romans, 
Saxons, Danes, and Normans, in this ifland. He then pro- 
ceeds to give a minute hiftorical account of the various eccle- 
fiaftical and civil eftablifhments that have anciently been formed, 
or ftill fubfift, in this place; particularly the bifhopric, the va- 
rious churches, priories, hofpitals, manors, together with an ac- 
count of Writers that have been natives of this town, ancient 
coins, natural hiftory, &c. Under this laft head, very little 
occurs, if we except a latin Thefs on a mineral water at this 
place, publifhed in 1746 by the late Dr. Manning. 

In an Appendix, are fubjoined copies of various original 
papers relating to this borough, thirty-nine in number. We 
fhall only extract a few particulars from the twenty-third; 
which contains the account of John le Forreiter, Mayor of the 
borough, in the tenth year of Edward III. A. 1336. It is fo 
far curious, as it exhibits an authentic account of the value of 
many articles at that time; being a bill, infcrted in the town- 
book, of the expences attending the fending two light horfemen 
from Thetford, to the army which was to march againft the 
Scots that year. 


Los. ds 
‘To two men chofen to go into the army againft 
Scotland -- ~ -- -— 1 o OQ 
‘ For cloth, and to the taylor for making it into two 
gowns — -- _- — o 611 
* For two pair of gloves, and a ftick or ftaff oO 2 
* For two horfes — _— = [15 0; 
* For fhoeing thefe horfes — — — 004 
* For two pair of boots for the light horfemen o 2 8 
* Paid to a Jad for going with the Mayor’ (to Lenn) 
* to take care of the horfes * — — o 60.3 
* To a boy for a Jetter at Lenn.’ (viz. carrying it 
thither) _ -— = —- 029903 
* Expences for the horfes of two light horfemen for 
four days before they departed. — o£ ,0 





* The diftance between Thetford and Lynn is about 33 miles. 
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Art. VII. 4a Effay towards attaining a true State of the Chara&p 
and Reign of King Charles the Firft, and the Caufes of the Civil War, 
Extraéted from and delivered in the very Words of fome of the 
moft authentic and celebrated Hiftorians; vz Clarendon, Whites 
lock, Burnet, Coke, Echard, Rapin, Tindal, Neal, &c. Printed 
for W, Parker, Printer of the General Advertifer. 8vo, 35. 64, 
1780. 

HIS Effay was certainly written many years fince; and, 

. poflibly, it may have been publifhed before; though it 

is now introduced to the world as a performance entirely new, 

To us indeed it is new: and if it fhould chance to be an old 

thing, we hope the candid Reader will put down our total ig- 

norance of it to its true account, ) 

This performance is almoft wholly made up of extracts from 
the hiftories of the feveral writers quoted in the title-page, and 
of others whofe names can throw no great luftre on quotation, 
and will give but little authority to affertion. 

In the: Preface, the Collector gives a fhort account of the 
principa! authors from whom he profeffes to derive his informa- 
tion refpecting the character and reign of King Charles. Lord 
Clarendon, with great propriety, takes the lead: but in the ac- 
count of this noble hiftorian, our Effayift, either from great 
ignorance, or great malice, hath attempted to revive a calumny, 
long fince refuted, refpecting the authenticity of the Hiftory of 
the Rebellion. ‘© This celebrated hiftory, fays the prefent Wri- 
ter, lies under ftrong fufpicion, if not evident proof, of being 
further foftened and garbled in favour of that caufe (viz, the 
royal caufe) by many grofs interpolations and alterations of the 
Editors, One of them, the learned * Mr. Smith of Chrift 
Church, Oxon, acknowledged upon his death-bed, that him- 
felf had been concerned in it. ‘* There was (faid he—and 
they were fome of his laft words, of whofe truth there can be 
no doubt) a fine hiftory written by Lord Clarendon ; but what 
was publifhed under his name was only patch-work, and might 
as properly be called the Hiftory of —— and and ——— 
for to his knowledge it was altered; nay, that he himfelf was 
employed by them to interpolate and alter the original.” 

This infamous flander, thrown on the characters of three very 
diftinguifhed churchmen (viz. Dean Aldrich, Bifhop Smal- 
dridge, and Bifhop Atterbury) fo haftily caught at by the wri- 
ter of theyprefent Effay, was firft publifhed to the world by Old- 
migon “mm Bis Preface to the Hiftory of the Stuarts. The letter 
which relates this precious anecdote is without aname: though 


—, 











* Commonly called Rag Smith, or Captain Rag, on account of his 
flovenlinefs, owing to fottifnnefs. Rev. . 
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ards turned.out to be: the production of a certain + Mr. 
Ducket, one of the leer heroes: af Pope’s Dunciad.. What is. 
more to be wondered at than the letter itfelf, is a circumftance 
which Mr. Oldmixon (whofe truth was always {uppofed to ba 
equal to his candour and judgment !) reJates concerning the 
i when he was fo fortunate as to receive the letter, ‘* I have, 
(fays this grave hiftorian) in more than one place of my hiftory, 
mentioned the great reafon: there is to fufpect that the Hilary. of 
the Rebellion, as it was publifhed: at Oxford, was not entirely 
the work of the Lord Clarendon; who did indeed write a.hiftory. 
of thofe times, and I doubt not a very good one: wherein, as I 
have been told (and I believe:traly) the characters of the kings,. 


it afterw 


| whofe reigns are here written;. were. very. different from what 


they appear in the Oxfordshiftory, and its copy, Mr. Echard’s. 
I {peak this by hearfay: but -hearfay from, a perfon fuperior to 
all fufpicion, and too illuftrious: to be named without leave.’ 
Mr. Oidmixon goes on to prefs the: matter very hard on an ho- 
nourable perfon, and a reverend doctor, who, for aught we 
know, may be gentlemen in the clouds; for, entrenched behind 
his fingular modefty, or fomething elfe, he fecures himfelf by 
calling on mo name, except the name: of Mr. Smith, who had 
been dead near twenty years! ‘* There is now (fays he) in the 
cuftody of a gentleman of diftinétion both for merit and quality, 
a Hiflory of the Rebellion, of the firft folio edition, /cored in many 
places by Mr. Edmund. Smith. of Chrift Church, Oxon, author 
of that excellent tragedy Phaedra and Hippolttus, who himfelf 
altered the MS. hiftory,, and added what he has there marked, 
as he confefled with fome of his laft words before his death. 
Thefe alterations, written with his own hand, and to be feen 
by any one that knows it, may be publifhed on another occa- 
lion, with a farther account of this difcovery. 

‘* In the mean time, for the fatisfaction of the Public, I in- 
fert a letter entire, which f received fince the laf? paragraph was 
written.” Could any thing be more opportune! In a moment 
the point was brought to a decifive iffue ! In one paragraph the 
hiftorian was {peculating on hearfay. In the other, he was en- 
abled to determine on pofitive evidence. Conjecture was res 
duced:'to certainty of a fuddem. Surely there was. fomething like 
conjuration in this ! 

But Dr. Johnfon hath given us the beft account of this mat 
ter; and we will tran{fcribe what he hath faid, on the fubject, 
from his Remarks on the Life and Character of Smith, in his 
late admired edition of the Englith Poets. 


@uen 





_t One of the authors of a moft contemptible thing againft Pope, 
entitled, lYomerides, by Sir Iliad Doggrel. Rev. 
“© Having 
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«¢ Having formed his plan, and collected |his materials for 
a new tragedy (viz. of Lady Jane Grey) he declared that a few 
months would compiete his defign: and that he might purfue 
his work with fewer avocations, he was, in June 1710, ine 
vited by Mr. George Ducket to his houfe at Gartham in Wi}. 
fhire. Here he found fuch opportunities of indulgence as gig 
not much forward his fludies, and particularly fome {trong ale 
too delicious to be refifted. He ate and drank till he found 
himfelf plethoric: and then, refolving to cure himfelf by eva. 
cuation, he wrote to an apothecary in the neighbourhood a pre. 
fcription of a purge, fo forcible that the apothecary thought it 
his duty to delay it till he had given notice of its danger. Smith, 
not pleafed with the contradiction of a fhopman, and boaftfyl 
of his own knowledge, treated the notice with rude contempt, 
and fwallowed his own medicine, which, in July 1710, brought 
him to the grave. He was buried at Gartham. 

“© Many { years afterwards Ducket communicated to Old. 
mixon the hiftorian, an account pretended to have been re. 
ceived from Smith, that Clarendon’s Hiftory was, in its publi- 
cation, corrupted by Aldrich, Smallridge, and Atterbury, and 
that Smith was employed to forge and infert the alterations, 

«© The ftory was publifhed triumphantly by Oldmixon, and 
may be fuppofed to have been eagerly received: but its pro- 
grefs was foon checked ; for finding its way into the Journal of 
Trevoux, it fell under the eye of Atterbury, then an exile in 
France, who immediately denied the charge, with this remark- 
able particular, that he never in his whole life had once fpoken to 
Smith :—his company being, as muft be inferred (viz. from his 
abandoned morals, and grofs licentioufnefs) not accepted by 
. thofe who attended to their characters. 

‘© The charge was afterwards very diligently refuted by Dr. 
Burton of Eaton; a man eminent for literature, and, though 
not of the fame party with Aldrich and Atterbury, too ftudious 
of truth to leave them burthened with a falfe charge. The 
teftimonies which he hath colleéted have convinced mankind 
that either Smith or Ducket were guilty of wilful and malicious 
falfehood. ‘This controverfy brought into view thofe parts of 
Smith’s life, which, with more honour to his name might 
have been concealed.” id 
~ Let all thefe circumftances be put together, and, we think, 
it will appear evident to every candid perfon, that the pre- 
tended difcovery of which Oldmixon vaunted fo freely, even 10 
the title-page of his hiftory, was, in fact, nothing but an im- 


et 





~ ‘t¢ Smith died in the year 1710, and Oldmixon’s Hiltory was pub- 


lifhed in 1730. Rev. 
" pofture, 
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pofture, invented folely for the purpofe of detracting from the 
“edit of Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory, and fixing a foul oppro- 
brium on fome diftinguifhed characters of the church, whofe 
eat talents had excited the envy of the adverfe party. 
As for the ftrefs laid on Smith’s dying declaration, it now 
appears that there was no foundation for the folemnity with 
hit is introduced. Ducket, in his letter, fimply fays, that 
eM ich made him a vifit about June 1710, and continued at 
his houfe about fix weeks, and died there.” One would ima- 
gine, from the ferious manner in which the writer of this Effay 
exprefles himfelf, that Smith had made a formal difcovery of 
the villany in which he had borne a part, with two Bifhops and 
Dean, from an honeft impulfe of confcience at the moment 
when he thought he was foon to appear before the great Judge 
of all, to give an account of himfelf and his ations. This was 
by no means the cafe. There is not the flighteft hint of fuch 
an awful procefs of confeffion, even in Ducket’s letter; and, 
from Dr. Johnfon’s account (which he had from the beft au- 
thority) we learn that his death was too fudden and unexpected 
toadmit of thofe particular enumerations of forged and inter- 
polated paflages, which Oldmixon, and this Writer after him, 
would fain make their readers believe were furreptitioufly foifted 


into Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory. 
We are obliged, both from truth and candour, to make thefe 


"free remarks on this flagrant mifreprefentation of a circum- 


Rance, that, having undergone the moft rigorous fcrutiny, had 
been long fince brought to a decided iffue, by the mutual fuf- 
frages of the moft oppofite parties. 

The principal defign of this Eflay is to fix the blackeft ftig- 
ma of guilt and infamy on the character and principles of King 
Charles. From the cradle to the fcaffold he is exhibited in the 
moft odious point of view, and loaded with every foul accufa- 
tion that can difgrace humanity, and bring royalty itfelf into 
ee The Author endeavours to fupport his allegations 
by pro ucing a number of extracts from a variety of hiftorians. 
The defign is invidious, and the execution of it is conduéted on 
4 partial and illiberal plan. King Charles is no favourite cha- 
racter of ours:—far, very far from it! But he was not the ab- 
horred tyrant, the mercilefs perfecutor, the invidious hypocrite, 
the perjured villain, he is here reported to be. In detached 
views, and by partial quotations, he may be fo reprefented ; 
but this is not giving us § the TRUE idea of the general charac- 


ter of King Charles, 
Reon B..-k. 


Rev, Apr, 1780, X #.* We 
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*,.* We hope the honeft printer +, for whofe benefit this 
tract is publifhed, will not impute the foregoing ftriures to 
any defire in us to hurt his intereft in the publication. Our Zeal 
for the liberty of the prefs will be queftioned by none of Our 
Readers ;— but we muft not permit that zeal to encroach on 
the regard which is ever due to juftice and truth :—Amjcy, 


Plato, Se. G 
’ 


t+ Now fuffering under a fentence of imprifonment in Newgate, 


for printing fome advertifements in honour of Admiral Keppel, 
which were deemed feditious. 





——s 


Art. VIE}. Liifory of the Political Connedion between England and 
Ireland, from the Reign of Henry II. to the prefent Time, 4to, 
78. 6d. Cadell. 1780. 


HIS ufeful work affords an ample hiftory of one of the 
moft fingular political conneétions recorded in the annals 
ef mankind.. The judicious and well-informed Author appears 
to us to be happily exempted from thofe national prejudices 
which have been difcovered in the party writers of both king- 
doms ; and he has illuftrated his fubje€t more fully than is done 
by any former writer, Englifh or Irifh. To the generality of 
readers, perhaps, he wil] appear too minute and circumftantial; 
but the circumftances which make this work tirefome and dif- 
agreeable to the many, will recommend it to the few, who con- 
fider the great delicacy of all political conneétions, and the faci- 
Jity with which they may be mifreprefented by the partifans of 
either nation. 

We find many valuable political obfervations fcattered 
throughout this inftructive performance; but, in general, the 
Author is fatisfied with relating facts, leaving it to his readers 
to draw the natural deductions from them. He concludes with 
an accurate and perf{picuous abridgment of the principal topics 
that are treated in the work; which we fhall*infert for the fa- 
tisfaction of the Public : 

‘ The courfe of tix hundred years, through which it has been at- 
tempted to delineate the political connection between England and 
Ireland, may be divided into three periods; the firft, containing 
200 years, extends from the conqueft to Richard II.; the fecond, 
240 years, from Richard II. to James I. ; and the third, 160, from 
James I. to the prefent times. During the firft period, ideas of legal 
government were extremely indiflin@l, even among the Englifh ; and, 
among the Irifh, they feem not to have exifted. What would now 
be called a regular parliament, had not long appeared in the for- 
mer kigedpom ; 9M the latter, it had fcarcely made any appearance. 
The fame common law fubfilled in both kingdome; and when any 


Englifh ftatute was judged ufeful for Ireland, it was tranfimitied 1. 
2 ef 
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der the Great Seal of England, and was entitled to every mark of 
tefvect and obedience. But the chief ftatute-law of Ireland, in this 

‘iod, was the ordinations occafionally compofed by the King and 
his Englith council. ; 

‘ During the fecond period, few inftances occur of the interpofi- 

tion of the parliament of England in the government of Ireland, un- 
jefs in furnifhing finall fupplies of men and money for its fupport. 
If the a&%t relative to the eftates of abfentees, and a few atts relative 
to trade and the reformation of religion, are excepted, the Englith 
fatute-book contains no laws which have that kingdom for their ob- 
‘&, The Englifh parliament feem to have been difpcfed to leave 
the government of Ireland to the King and its own parliament, with 
a view to induce them to furnifh money fufficient for its fupport. 
The former, at leait, complained of the trouble and expence to 
which they were fubjected by maintaining the civil conftitution of a 
country from which they derived no advantage, Toward the end of 
this period, the Englifh parliament found it requifite to change their 
fyftem of indifference, becaufe they perceived, that, unlefs the de- 
pendence of Ireland were maintained, that country mich: be em- 
loved by their enemies to interrupt the peace, and, perhaps, to 
deftroy the liberties of England. Queen Elizabeth, accordingly, 
frit made effectual provifion for the total fubjugation of it, and may, 
with much more juitice, be entitled its conqueror than Henry II; 
The civil arrangements of James I. were well calculated to fecure 
its obedience. 

‘ From the time of James J. no doubt feems to have been enter- 
tained in England concerning the fupreme jurifdiction of the Englith 
parliament, and the validity of its aéts to bind Ireland. ‘The a¢t of 
adventuress made in the year 1642, and the general a&t of indem- 
nity pafled at the Reftorazion, both which difpofed of great part of 
the property of Ireland; the act 1689, which abrogated the pro- 


1 gs of the parliament beld in Ireland by King James; the act 


of the fame year, which fuperfeded the Trifh act of fupremacy, made 
in the reign of Elizabeth, and appointed new oaths to be taken by 
the people, but particularly by the members of the parliament of 
Ireland; the act 1699, which authorized the fale of forfeited lands 
in Ireland, and applied the price to the ule of the Public, which 
authorized the mode of conduéting the fales, and vacated all grants 
of land, founded on aéts of the !rith parliament ; the aéts regulating 
the trade of Ireland, particularly that of linen; and, laftly, the de- 
claratory a&t of the year 1719, leave no room to doubt cuncerning 
the fentiments of the legiflature of England. 

‘The Irth, in general, appear to have held fimilar opinions of 
the fupremacy of the Enplith parliament. The frequent and earoett 
Petitions for redrefs of grievances prefented to the English Houfe of 
Commons before the commencement of the civil wars; the anxious 
folicitations prefented by the different parties in Ireland, to both 


Houfes, concerning the a€t of indemnity, paffed after the Reftora- 


tion; the thanks of the Irifh parliament fignified to King William, 
for the act of the Englifh parliament, which abrogated the ftatutes of 
the frith parliament of James If. concur to prove, eithér that the 
brid acknowledged the jurifdiction of the Engtih parliament, or that 

xX 2 they 
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they thought it vain to oppofe it. Even the declaration of the Irith 
Houfe of Commons, in the year 1641, relative to the queries which 
maintained the independence of Ireland, is fcarcely an objeétion: 
becaufe it was made in imitation of the encroachments of the Ep ‘ 
lith Houfe of Commons. It was fuggelied by the embarraffment of 
affairs in England, and was aimed againit the authority of the King, 
rather than that of parliament. The fame legiflators, who withed 
to be held the affertors of the liberties of their country, hefitated not 
to acknowledge virtually the fupremacy of the Commons of England, 
by fupplicating from that body a redrefs of their grievances, 

‘ What refizctions the preceding narrative will fuggeft to perfons 
of different characters, and in different intereits, 1 prefume not to 
conjecture. One remark, however, will occur to every reader, that 
the policy of England, with regard to Ireland, for the laft hundred 
years, has gradually become more liberal, as commercial and politi- 
cal knowledge have been advanced and extended ; but that all the 
examples of national generofity, which this period can exhibit, dif. 
appear, when compared with the magnitude of late aéts and refolu- 
tions, which are to extend to Ireland the advantages of a free trade, 
One ftep only remains, perhaps, to fecure the future profperity and 
happinefs of the two kingdoms, to extend the benefits of the Britith 
conftitution over the Britith Ifles.’ 

The above extract affords a fufficient fpecimen of the Au- 
thor’s ftyle, which is fimple, perfpicuous, and manly, His 
eloquence, we muft however acknowledge, is of the au/lere 
kind ; he endeavours rather to inform the underftanding than 
to pleafe the fancy; the harfhnefs of his periods too often of- 
fends the ear; and his performance would have been more 
agreeable and more popular, if he had fhewn lefs difdain of the 


graces of compofition. Gals 





Art. IX. Confiderations on the Efficacy of LElericity, in removing 
Female Ob/ira@ions; to which are annexed Cafes and Remarks, 
By John Birch, Surgeon. 8vo. 15. 6d. Cadell. 1779. 


Work which announces, on probable grounds, a certain 
remedy for any one diforder with which the human 
fpecies is afflicted—efpecially the weaker and better half of 
it—we confider as deferving particular refpect; and we take 
pleafure in extending the knowledge of fuch a remedy, to the 
faculty, and the public at large. Such a one, we are here 
aflured, is electricity, when properly directed, in the removal of 
certain female obitruCtions. Its efficacy, however, is by no 
means limited to this particular fpecies of obftruétion; though 
the Author has chofen, in the prefent pamphlet, to confine his 
obfervations to this fingle clafs; * becaufe the cafes have been 
Numerous, and the fuccefs uniform.’ 
The happy effets produced by electricity, in the cure of dif- 
eafes, of which, we are told, every day has furnifhed 


proofs, for two or three years paft, was, fays the — 
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¢ the fortunate difcovery of my friend, Mr. Partington; and 
the credit which it has obtained in practice, fince that period, 
has awakened the attention of the public in this metropolis,x— 
{ was induced to accompany him in his inquiries, from the fuc- 
cefs which followed his judicious application of it, in fome 
recent cafes of furgery which I fent to him. But, cautious of 
being mifguided by falfe appearances, I proceeded flowly, and 
doubted much ; till experience taught me, that when I was un- 
fucce(sful, it oftener proceeded from want of judgment in the 
application, than from want of power in the remedy.’—The 
Author afterwards informs us, that a collection of cafes, and a 
view of the prefent ftate of Medical Electricity, is preparing for 
the prefs, by Mr. Partington ; and will be publifhed as foon as 
that gentleman’s avocations will permit. 

When we reviewed Dr. Pric/iley’s Hiftory of Eleétricity*, we 
took particular notice of the uncertainty which, at that time, 
attended the medical adminiftration of the eleétric fluid ; by 
which, eventhen, fome indubitable and extraordinary cures had 
been performed: though repeated failures had likewife attended 
thoappiication of it in other inftances, We then obferved, 
that one, and that too a principal, caufe of this uncertainty, was 
the difficulty of directing the courfe of the electric fluid through 
thofe particular parts, where its action would be beneficial. By 
an attention to this capital circumftance (and by means of fome 
particular contrivances, as we conjecture ;— for the Author ap- 
pears very referved on this head) we apprehend he has been en- 
abled to reduce his eleétrical] method of cure to that degree of 
certainty, in the removal of female obftruétions, which he pro- 
fefles to have attained to, ¢ by a /Rilful application of the electri¢ 
fhock ;’ fo as * never yet to have failed in one inflance.’ 

The Author, apologifing for his feeming invafion of the 
phyfician’s province, by toning the cure of a difeafe which 
has hitherto naturally fallen under the care of the phyfician, 
obferves, that his mode of cure is ftrictly chirurzical ;—being 
* an operation performed by the hand, with the affiftance of in- 
ftruments ;’ adding, that * anatomical skillis neceflary to direct it 
with propriety and fuccefs.’ 

We with, however, that Mr. Birch had been fomewhat more 
particular, with refpect to his modus operandi ;—ufing the phrafe, 
hot in its common or medical acceptation, but in its chirurgical, 
or rather in its new anatomico-eleétrical fenfe. We here meet 
with no particular directions on this avowedly very effential part 
of the fubje&t. In the firft cafe here related, the Author only 
obferves, that no relief was obtained, during a whole fortnight, 
by drawing {parks from the ftomach and feet of the patient ; or 





* See Monthly Review, vol. xxxvii. Dec. 1767. pe 449- 
X 3 by 
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by paffing fhocks from the hands and the vertebre of the neck 
to the feet: becaufe ‘ the electric matter feemed to a@ only 
without any good or bad effect, on the external mufcles’ He. 
therefore, confidering the obftruction as being probably feated 
only in the veflels of the uterus, concluded, that © the fhock 
fhould be paffed, if not confined, to the direction of thofe vellels»’ 
and obferves, that the effect was quick and falutary. He fpeaks 
Jikewife of * placing his qireéfors in {uch a manner, as to convey 
the eleciric matter through every part of the uterus.’ —But hoc 
opus, hic labor eff! "The reader naturally wifhes to know how 
this is to be done; or whether the-Author is in pofleffion of 
any method, not generally known, of rendering the eleétrica] 
fluid more manageable, and obfequious to the defigns of the 
medical electrician. 

For the feven cafes related in this pamphlet, which the Au- 
thor has felected from many other fuccefsful trials, we mutt re- 
fer the faculty to the performance itfelf. They certainly exhibit 
the medical powers of electricity in a very advantageous point 


of view. B 
te y: 


FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 


FRANCE, 


Art. X&. 

plan @un Traité fur 0 Aurore Boreale, pour fervir de Suited 

Celui de M. de Maran, &c. i. e. The Plan of a Treatife on the 
Aurora Borealis, defigned as a Supplement to that of M. de Mairan, 
on the fame Subject. By J. H. Van Swinpen, Profeflor of 
Philofophy at Franeker, Member of feveral Academies, and 
Correfpondent Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris. We have had more than once occafion to mention Pro- 
fellor VAN SwWINnEN, with the high efteem that is due to bis 
unremitting induftry, his judicious and well directed labours in 
the advancement of natural knowledge, and the fagacity and 
precifion that accompany his uncommon modefty, in the con- 
clufions he draws from his obfervations and refearches. The 
interefting work he has, at prefent, undertaken, and of which 
we have the plan now before us, will undoubtedly give hima 
new title to the attention and gratitude of both connoiffeurs and 
diletanti in natural philofophy. 

Every one acquainted with matters relative to this fcienct, 
knows the excellent treatife of M. de Mairan on the Aurora 
Borealis, or Northern Light, which is univerfally allowed to be 
a mafterpiece of induftry, fagacity, and genius. Butas five an 
wor | years have pafled fince the laft edition of that work was 


publi ed, many difcoveries have been made during that perie®s 
which 








f 








Lite Q 
n the 
iran, 
or of 

and 


es at 
Pro- 
> his 
rs in 
and 
cone 
The 
hich 
im a 
and 


nce, 
rora 
» be 
and 
was 
iod, 
‘ich 

















ForREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, gir 


which open new views of this curious fubjeét, and are adapted 
to carry our knowledge of it feveral fteps farther toward the 
true theory of this remarkable phenomenon. 

M. VAN SWINDEN, during the fpace of eight years, has 
obferved above 200 of thefe meteors, compofed accurate and 
circumftantial defcriptions of each, compared them with the 
motions of the magnetic needle, the different {tates and modifi- 
cations of the atmofphere, and with the obfervations of the 
fame phenomenon, made, during the fame period, in other 
places, by learned men, whofe accounts he has collected with 
care, This colleStion of his own obfervations and reafonings, 
and thofe of other eminent men, relative to the 4urora Borealis, 
he has refolved to communicate to the Public ; and as the treatife 
of M. pe Marran contains the theory, the principles, the 
combinations, and details, that muft be the bafis of all well- 
directed refearches on the fubjeét in queftion, our ingenious 
Profeflor propofes to employ his materials in fuch a manner, 
that they will ferve as a Supplement to the excellent work of the 
French Philofopher. 

M. pe Mairan’s work contains two parts. 1ft, The Hi/fo- 
vical and Phyfical—and 2dly, The Syfematic. The former is 
the principal objeét of M. Van Swinpen’s illuftrations and 
refearches :—the latter he means only to treat occafionally, as 
M. pe Marran has pretty nearly faid al! that can poffibly be 
offered for the illuftration and fupport of his fyftem. The 
LZodiacal Light, and the Aurora Borealis, are the two important 
objects that compofe the phyfical part of his work; the firft of 
thefe he treats mathematically, aftronomically, and phyfically; 
and as it is a part of M. Van SwWINDEN’s plan, to complete 
the lift of obfervations that have been made on the Zodiacal 
Light, he entreats the learned, in al] countries, to communicate 
to him any obfervations they may have made upon that fubjedt. 
It is well known, that M. D’ALemBeRr + has propofed objec- 
tions againft the Zodiaca! Light, confidered as the folar at- 
mofphere, to which it is difficult to give a folid and fatisfactory 
an{wer: neverthelefs, as this light follows invariably the courfe 
of the fun, M. Van Swinpen thinks, that it muft depend, in 
fome way or other, on that luminous body; and this confidera- 
tion is fuficient to juftify thofe who adopt the fyftem of M. 
DE Marran, 

In order to fhew our readers the extent and importance of 
the learned labours of M. Van Swinpen, on this curious fub- 
ject, it will be neceflary to mention (as he bas done in the plan 
before us) the eflential parts that compofe M. pz Marran’s 
treatie on the 4urcra Borealis: Thefe are, 1. An explanation 
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of the phenomena.—2. A chronological lift of thefe meteors... 
3. The immediate confequences deduced from faéts, and the 
relations which the different phenomena bear to each other, ~ 
4. The influence of the Aurora Borealis upon certain pheno. 
mena, and that alfo which certain agents may have upon it.— 
5. Anexamination of the caufes which have been affigned to 
this meteor.—6. The doubts and conjetures to which the 
difcuffion of what relates to the Aurora Borealis may give rife, 

New obfervations and difcoverics have enabled M. Vax 
SwINDEN to make interefting additions to each of thefe articles, 
and the obfervations and difcoveries he has found in the later 
works of learned men in England, France, Germany, Italy, and 
Holland, have been carefully attended to in the execution of his 
plan. He does not give us here a fummary of his additions, 
He, however, tells us, that the moft important obfervations, 
among thofe which he has made or collected, relate to the phe- 
nomena of the Aurora Borealis, —to the filence, which, accord- 
ing to M. pz MarrAv, reigns in all the parts and periods of this 
phenomenon, — or to the noife, which other obfervers have heard 
during its appearance,—and, finally, to the Aurore Boreales, 
(or rather 4u/irales) which are formed near the antarétic pole, 
whofe exiftence M. VAN SWINDEN propofes to demontftrate by 
new obfervations. | 

2. With refpect to the chronological lift of thefe meteors, 
our Author’s additions to, and improvement of, M. bE 
Marran’s excellent table (which goes as far as the year 1751, 
and contains 1441 of the phenomena in queftion) will be very 
confiderable. He propofes, firft, to continue the table down to 
the year 1778, or ftill farther,—to complete it by an account of 
feveral of thefe meteors that appeared befere the year 1752, 
but are not mentioned by M. pe Marran,—to rectify the 
errors that this celebrated philofopher has fallen into by imagin- 
ing, that the dates in Frobes’s table (which he follows) were 
formed on the old ftile, and reducing them to the new,—and to 
sive the chronological table, a more exact, inftructive, and cons 
venient ferm, than it has in pE MairaAn’s work. 

3 The third article of that learned work, which contains 
confequences deduced from faéts, and the relations which the 
different phenomena bear to each other, will alfo be enriched 
with many improvements from the obfervations and additions of 
Profeflor VAN Swinpen. Thefe will be relative to the great 
height of the Aurora Borealis (which we fhall henceforth call 
the Northern Light) in the atmo{phere,—to the interruptions and 
returns that prevent its permanent appearance, even in the 
places that lie neareft to the pole,—and to the correfpondence 
that there is between its appearances and that of the Zodiacal 
Light. Under thefe articles, our learned Profeflor propofes, 
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smong other things, to determine, whether the Northern Lights, 
feen at the fame time, in different places, are in reality, the 
fame meteors placed at a great height, or different phenomena, 
!, and not much elevated, as is the opinion of fome 
modern authors who have treated this fubject fince M. pe 
MairAN. In this difcuffion, our Author will draw confider- 
able afiftance from the comparifon of phenomena perceived, at 
che fame time, in different places, and alfo from three learned 
jifertations, publifhed by M. Bercman, in the Memoirs of 
che Academy of Sweden. 

4. As to the influences of the Northern Light upon certain 
phenomena, fuch as magnetif, the eleffricity of the atmofphere, 
and the temperature of the atmofphere, M. Van SwInDEN 
proppfes to treat largely on thefe interefting fubje&ts. The article 
oftagnetifm has attracted, particularly, his attention, and 
the obfervations he has made, during eight years paft, on that 
phenomenon, will be employed with advantage in the prefent 
inveftigation. Under the article of electricity, he will have occa- 
fion to difcufs the following queftion, Whether the air is more 
charged with the electrical fluid, during the appearance or the 
approach of the Northern Light, than at other times? And as 
to the influence of this meteor on the temperature of the atmo- 
fphere, he means to inquire, whether it be true, as fome ob- 
fervers have afarmed, that the appearance of the Northern Light 
is ordinarily followed by high winds; an obfervation that has 
been made by fome navigators, and which Dr. Franklin * has 
endeavoured to explain. 

5. The caufes that have been fuppofed to produce the zorth- 
ern light may be reduced to five :—the vapours and exhalations of 
the earth, which hypothefis is now almoft entirely rejected— 
the ice and fnow of the polar zone, which opinion has been re- 
vived by the learned Abbé Hell, in his Ephemerides of 1777—- 
the efluvia of magnetic particles, which was Halley’s fyftem—the 
zodiacal light, which is the fyftem of De Matran—and the 
élettrical fluid, which has, fince his time, put in bold preten- 
ions to the honour of producing the aurora borealis. All thefe 
caufes our learned Profeflor propofes to difcufs with attention, 
as alfo to confider the doubts and conjectures which may arife 
from thefe difcuffions. 

We cannot here infert, for want of room, a fpecimen of the 
table, or chronological lift of the northern lights, which we find 
at the end of M. Van SwinDEn’s plan; but we have feen no- 
thing of the kind fo accurate, fo circumftantial, and fo com- 
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plete. It is, beyond all comparifon, fuperior to that of M, De 
MAIRAN in every refpect. 

Before we clofe this Article, we fhould obferve that the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris have applauded the undertakino 
of Profeflor Van Swinden, and exprefled their defire of feeing it 
fpeedily executed, as they think it muft contribute, in fuch ju- 
dicious hands, to encreafe our knowledge of the curious pheno- 
menon in queftion, and of the effects which refult from and 
depend upon it. 

M. Van SwInpDEN has lately publifhed an  academical dif- 
courfe concerning the Newtonian philofophy, of which we thal] 
give an account in a fubfequent Review. We feel a peculiar 
pleafure in embracing every occafion that offers of doing juftice 
to the eminent merit of this excellent philofopher. M 
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Art. 11. Confiderations on the Laws between Debtors and Creditors; 
and an Abttraéct of the Infolvent Acts. With Thoughts on a Bill 
to enable Creditors to recover the Effects of their Debtors, and to 
abolifh Imprifonment for Debt. 8vo. 18, 6d. Bew. 1779, 

HIS Writer is not fufiiciently mafler of his own opinion, to be 
able to inform or regulate that of the public. He appears 
indeed convinced himfelf, and takes fome pains to convince others, 
that great abufes flow from the laws between debtors and creditars; but 
ull he can point out in human fociety, any inftitution which fravd 
and villany.cannot pervert againft the ends for which it was defigned, 
he muit content himfelf with pathetically lamenting the evils which 
he cannot remedy. Laws are in their nature general. We fee the 
mifchiefs that their promifcuous operation produces. in particular 
inftances. We forget, or do not perceive, the good effeés with 
which they are attended upon the whole. 

This pamphlet embraces a twofold object, and each is diétated by 
humanity. ‘The Author (whofe humanity, though it be greater 
than his judgment, certainly merits praife) firft takes the fide of the 
creditor againft the arts of the difhoneft and fraudulent debtor: and 
afterwards, that of the debtor againft the crue! and unrelenting 
creditor. In one cafe, the laws, it feems, are too fevere againft the 
debtor. Inthe formercafe, they are ton mild, and too eafily evaded. 
To correét thefe oppofite defects (if the charge do not deftroy itfelf 
by its inconfiltency), and to find a middle path between them, re- 
quires the matureft political wifdom. We are afraid that no human 
Jaws can reach the human heart; and when an ariful head ard a cor- 
rupt heart meet, they mult always prove an over-match for undefign- 
ing fimplicity, though guarded by all the legiflative cautions and 
provifos that ever were fuggefted. The Laws between Debtors and 
Creditors will be found like others, 


‘© Still for the ftrong too weak, the weak too ftrong.” 
We 
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We have a better opinion of this Writer’s powers of defcription, 
than of his talents for legiflation. However, as he recommends a 
fianding legiflative provifion on the principles of the late infolvent 
aéts, we may here fafely truft him lefs on his own credit than on the 
witdom of Parliament, which, by paffing thefe acts fo frequently, has, 
in efeét, fhewn the neceffity of a perpetual infolvent att, The chief 
impediment to this great object, this Writer imagines to be the 
rofiffors (we fuppofe, he means the law pra&ifers) of the law; whofe 

¥ gains, he tells us, rife in proportion to the lofies of others, and to 

"" whom the legiflature leaves the fubjects of the ttate, ‘‘ as fheep to 
the dogs of their drivers: they are fleeced of all that can be got, and 
then barked into prifon, that gaolers and their followers may take 
what lawyers and their fabordinates have left behind. 

f ‘ There are a part of his Majefty’s fubjeéts, forty thoufand or fo, 
“whofe revenues rife in part from the law that arrelts the perfon, and 
Jeaves the property of the debtor in his hands, to contend with the 
creditor. [very man that is arrefted, if he is not under a neceflity, 
js generally in a humour, to go to law with his creditor. Every 
writis a dividend to the profeilion of the law; and an act to give 
liberty to debtors, and their properry to their creditors, would be a 
law, though neither offentive to juitice, mercy, or the good of his 
Majelly’s induftrious fubjects, yet it would prejudice the intereft of a 
numerous learned profeflion, who live with great, good management 
on the labours of their fellow-fubje&is. This is the great objection 
againit the Bill propofed; and if the learned profeflion unite together 
in one fcale, they will probably be found to outweigh the moit evi- 
dent interefts of the whole community in the other,” 

To take off the edge from thefe harfh and illiberal reflections, we 
fhall juit obferve, that the prefent Bill, now depending before Par- 
liament (called Lord Beauchamp’s Bili), was not only penned by a 
great lawyer * of the prefent day, but has been alio warmly fup- 
ported by him in the Houfe of Commons; the truth is, the moft 
formidable oppofition to it has arifen not from the tribe of men 
above alluded to (whom the Author wildly reckons at ‘* forty 
theufand or fo”), but from the trading part of the community, who 
were apprehenfive that fuch a mealure would clip the wings of 
credit. 

We hope, however, the experiment will be tried; and that the 
call of humanity, now fo powerfully made on the legiflature, wiil 
not be deadened by the clamours of miftaken felfifhneds in fome cre- 
ditors, and the vindictive tyranny of others. 

Art. 12. A Brief Inquiry into the ‘Fuftice and Policy of Long Con- 
jinement for Debt. With a View ot all the Infolvent Acts, 8vo. 
Is, Bew. 

Kxhibits in a clear manner the ill policy, inutility, and cruelty, 
of velting creditors with a power of confining infolvent debtors, to 
the utter ruin of individuals and their families, and the injury of 
the community in general, 


~<a. 





* Mr. Wallace, Solicitor General. 
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Refpefiing LRELAND, 

Art. 13. 4 Letter to the Right Honsurable Lord North, on hig 
Propofitions in favour of Ireland. By francis Dobbs, Efq; Bar. 
rifler at Law. Dublin, printed; London, reprinted. 8vo, 6d. 
Bladon, 1773. 

{f Ireland does not affume the language and condué& of North 
America, the faule will not ref{ with Mr. Dobbs, who feems ready to 
dye his bar-gown red to obtain a nominal diminutive independency, 
which could not perhaps be permanent. N 
Art. 14. Seafonable Advice to the People of Ireland, during the ' 

prefent Rece!s of Parliament. Dublin printed, London reprinted, 

tivo. Od. Wilkie. 1780. 

A fenfible, temperate reprefentation, calculated to conciliate the 
minds of the two nations. 

Art. 15. Thoughts on a Fund for the Improvement of Credit in 
Creat Britain; and the Eftablifnment of a National Bank in Ireland, 
8vo. is, Murray. 4780. 

Among the fchemes for national improvement and convenience, 
that of fxxding is the moft mylterious in its operations; at leaft to 
us authors,—whole ftudies are rather directed to overturn the unreae 
fonable credit which our bookfellers with to eftablith in their dealings 
with us. We therefore refer this fubje¢t to the mature confideration 
of the Irith patriots, whom it more immediately concerns :—ob- 
ferving only, in general terms, that the pamphlet appears to be 
fenfibly written; and that the shoughts contained in ic deferve the 
mature confideration of all who may be intereited in the {cheme pro- 
poled, on either fide of the water. x. 

PoLITICAL. 

Art. 16. Political Reveries, and Utopian Schemes for the Welfare 
of Great Britain and Ireland. By an Jdle Man. Witha Plan for 
new modelling the Brittth Forces by Sea and Land. Svo. 15. 6d. 
Richardfon, in the Strand, 1780. 

Where political fchemes, various and extenfive in their objeéts, 
are formed, they are properly chara¢ierized as of an Utopian nature, 
Our prefent Idle Man is a bufy writer, and difcuffes many parts of 
our national policy, both internal and external. He decides againt 
the probability of our reducing the continent of America, and would 
have our colonies to confitt only of iflands, that might be con- 
trouled by our fleets, He proteits againit draining away our men for 

_. foreign land fervice, and would raife German troops with Britifh mo- 

Pf ney tor all fuch occafions, to diminith the inconveniencies of a half- 
pay lift. He is for reducing our land forces according to this idea, 
and for increafing our marines and artillery; properly remarking, 
that, as an infular power, all our forces ought to be of an amphi- 
bious nature. But our Author does not conine himfelf to thefe ob- 
jects; his Reveries ome incidentally to the moft effectual mode of 

aifing taxes ; the proprtety of an equal land-tax ; the fale of church- 
lianas, and thofe in public trufts; the planting oaks for hip-build- 
ug; a ttri€t application of the finking fund; a genera! naturalization, 

&c.; fo that his purchafers have variety enough for their money. 


Without following fo multifarious an author through all his meanders, 
7 ) we 
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we fhall conclude with intimating, that while a writer of any abilities 
indulges his reverics, he may throw out remarks, and ttare hintsin 
the courfe of impracticable plans, that may nevertheleis deferve fe- 

_ yjous attention. 

Art. 17. The Speech of Leonard Smelt, Efq; delivered by him at 
the Meeting of the County of York, Dec. 30, 1779, with Notes 
Variorum. Svo. 28 York printed, and fold by Faulder, in 
London. 

The Liditor obferves, in his advertifement, that as this fpeech was 
not taken down in fhort-hand, the prefent copy is not to be confidered 
as pretending to be an exact copy of every word that was fpoken by 
Mr. Smelt; but as it was put together from the notes taken by feveral 
gentlemen prefent, the Public may rely on its authenticity in point of 

_pargument and of fentiment, as much as on that of any fpeech in parlia- 

A ment that isnot immediately publifhed underthe Author’s own infpece 

tion, He adds, itis prefumed that the Public will accordingly rely on 
“¢ it, till its inaccuracy fhall be proved by another edition, fo authenti- 
“© cgted.”—Another edition, /o authenticated, has been publithed, 
and the difference between the two copies is great indeed (fee the next 
article)! The mores to the pre/ent copy will, however, be efteemed by 


many Readers, as containing a variety of fhrewd political obter- 


vations. 


Art. 18. 4n Account of fome Particulars relative to the Meeting 


held at York, on Thuriday, the 50:h of December, 1779. By 

Leonard Smelt, Efq. 8vo. 1s. Becket. 

The public prints have fufficiently informed us of the odium which 

, this gentleman incurred by freely declaring his fentiments in a general 
‘’,aflembly, profeffedly held to collect the opinions of the county. He 
complains that his fpeech has been mifreprefented, both in manner 
and fubftance, and he therefore does himfelf juftice in this publi- 
cation. 

No one who has ever attended a numerous aflembly of this nature, 
will boaft much of the maturity of their deliberations, or of the libe- 

* rality of their proceedings. When a particular point is to be carried, 
any indifcreet individual who ventures to open his mouth againft it, 
1s {ure to be hooted into filence, and may efleem himfelf happy if he 
efcapes actual violence, while the favourites of the meeting may pro- 
cure their eager fanétion to any thing they are prepared to offer, 

But when the profeffed advocates for liberty become arbitrary, 
which is fometimes the cafe where their predominant humour is op- 
pofed, they aét like fome of the early reformers, who no fooner re- 
volted againft the errors of the Romifh church, and formed little ec- 
clefiattical eftablifhments themfelves, than up ftarted fuch petty Popes 
as Calvin, who employed thofe faggots, they had juft efcaped, againft 
their brethren. It is a mild rebuke to apply the words in the gofpel 
to thofe who have liberty in their mouths, and tyranny in their hearts 
—Ve know not what manner of /pirit ye are of. 

Mr. Smelt does not, in this authentic copy of his fpeech, appéar 
to be altogether the abje&t tool of defpotifm which he has been repre- 
fented to be by his violent commentators on the other fide of the 


queftion. N: 
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Art. 19. 4 Letter to Edmund Burke, E{q; occafioned -by hig 
Speech in Parliament, February 11, 1780. 8vo. 1s. Bew, 

An attack on the principles and tendency of Mr. Burke’s celebrated 

fyftem of political economy, which is already under the review of 
**ethe great council of the nation. N 
Art. 20. Obfervations on Mr. Burke’s Bill for the better Reoyo™ 

lation of the inaependence cf Parliament, and econcmical Reformation 

of Eftablifoments. By a Lady. Addrefled to Lord North. 8vo. 1S. 

Becket. 1740. 

There is fuflicient internal evidence to verify the declaration in the 
title-page, that thefe are the obfervations of a lady; and fince the 
quondam Mrs. M. has fuffered private concerns to withdraw her at. 
tention from public affairs, this lady is ready to fucceed her, But the 
mutt correct her principles, a little, before fhe can hope to be inftalled 
in Alfred-houfe. N 
Art. 21. Mr. E—— B——’s Anfwer to his own Speech of the 

rith of February, with Mr. Fox’s Animadverfions thereon, 

‘Taken in Short-hand atthe C Tavern, inthe Strand, Fe. 

bruary 2, and now firft publifhed by Lovel Tomlinfon. 8vo. 1s, 

White. 

Mr. T. informs his Reader, that he overheard the converfation he 
has here publifhed, through a partition, while he fat drinking fix. 
pennyworth of punch at a tavern; and that he took it down in | 
hopes of its paying for his punch. Probably he did not then recolleé 
that the Printer and Stationer would ftand between the Publifher 
and his expected reimburfement. As he profeffes brachygraphy, he 
may in future find it more profitable to wait for employment in that 
branch, than to exercife his talents upon fpeculation. N. 
Art. 22. Keflexions on a Pamphlet, entitled, ‘* A fhort Hiftory 

** of Oppolition ;” with fome Obfervations on the Views of the 

Minority, and Reflexions on the prefent State of Affairs. Bya 
/ Country Gentleman, 8vo. 23 Pages. No Brice, nor Bookfeller’s 

nw 





Plame. 


The Writer does not give this tract ‘ as a full anfwer’ to the pam: 
phlet mentioned in the title-page, but only asa curfory animadverfion 
on fuch parts of itas hedeems ‘ the moft exceptionable.’ His defign 
is to wipe off fome of the afperfions thrown out againit, and to vindi- 
cate the characters of, a fetof men [the gentlemen in oppofition], 
whofe views, in general, the Authoris convinced, have been directed 
toward the public good! And I muft own, fays he, I feel a plea- 
fure in doing this at @ time *, when it is fo unfafhionable a thing 
to fpeak well of them, and when their advocates can expect to reap 
little other reward for their trouble, than the pleafure of being 
fuch, when almott every pen is employed, and every art which profti- 
tuted abilities can invent is made ufe of, to blacken and mifreprefent 
their characters !"—This may be a well-meant, but it is a very flight 
and curfory performance. 


—77< 





* This pamphlet is dated, December 11, 1779, but the publication 
did not then take place, lod 
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Art. 23: The Affociators Vindicated, and the Protefors Anfwered. 

8vo. 1s. Johnfon. 

Contains the fober and judicious remarks of one who appears to be a 
fteady friend to what we commonly underftand by revolution principles, 
The Author, after defending the county affociations, reminds the 
freeholders, XC. of Great Britain, of the opportunity that will be 
afforded them by the next general election, of confulting the fecurity 
of our national rights, &c. in their choice of fuch men for our repre- 
fentatives in parliament, as have given the fairelt proofs of their due 
regard to the fenfe of the people, as exprefled in the county petitions. 
And he particularly exhorts them to beware of thofe who prefume 
to ftile themfelves The King’s Friends; he confiders the tenets ufually 
maintained by thefe arrogant gentlemen, &c, From thofe tenets, he 
pronounces them to be enemies, not only to the conttitution, but 
even to the King himfelf. For his arguments in proof of this point, 
we refer to his pamphlet. 

restric a t. 

Art. 24. Unanimity. A Poem. Mott refpectfully infcribed to 
that truly patriotic Nobleman the Duke of Leinfter. 4to. 18. 6d. 
Bew. : ; 

Art, 25. Rebellion and Oppofition; or, the American War. A 

Poem. 4to. 2s. Od. Blador. 

It is the property of fome poifons to counteract each other’s viru- 
lence. It will not be thought ill-judged, then, that the two poems 
above mentioned are clziled together, that, as bane and antidote, 
they may. accompany each other, Though dictated by very oppofite 
principles (if, indeed, they are diftated by aay principle), they are, 
notwithftanding, fo much of a complexion, that they ought to be in- 
feparable. Whoever has patience to read the one, cannot poflibly 
think his time ill employed in a perufal of the other. 

Qui Bavium nen odit, amet tua carmina, Mevi. 

The former poem is as ftupidly fcurrilous as the latter is gloomily 
malignant: one of the Writers is a minitterial ingvifitor, who laments 
the ill timed lenity of Government in not putting a ftop to the tur- 
bulence of the times by death and confifcation,—and then exclaims, 

O! eternal Jove! 
Forgive a vengeance didtaied by love 
To this fair ifle:—when icattering wide defpair, 
They bid us independency declare 
To thofe fame fubje‘ts whom they rous’d to arms, 
My breaft the keeneft indignation warms, 
And I cculd fee them prove the torture’s flings, 
Inflamed ty all that hell or confcience brings. 

Rebellion and Oppolition, page 18. 

The other is a filthy calumniator, lineally defcended from the 
hoaeit gentleman in Hudibras, who rede 

upon a pair of panniers, 
Full-fraught with that which for good manners 
Shall here be namelefs, mixt with grains, 
Which he difpens’d among the {wains, 
And butily upon the creud 
At ranccm round about beftow'd. 


For 
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For want, however, of due kill in the management of his Roifome 
materials, he rarely defiles any one but himfelf.—Here he comes 
bufily employed in his vocation of throwing dirt indifcriminately ae 
all who fland in his way: 


Profeffions mini/terial who believes ? 
Saint St-ph-n’s Chapel’s but a den of th—ves; 
Whence courtly fumes fly off in fulfome flench, 
And quickly reach the noftrils of the bench. 
Right Reverend C—nw-llis draws ‘in in; 
And M-kh-m thinks grofs treachery no fin. 
Snufling up flatt’ry’s incenfe Th-rlow’s feen ; 
Th-rlow, whom N—th had deftin’d for a Dean, 
«* ADean!—What! fneak in crape ? (how ftrange it feels!) 
«* While I, well-tufted, fwagger with the Seals? 
‘¢ No !—on the Bench the Doctor I mutt fix, 
«* By G-d fays Pilate— (let Jove fwear by Styx) —— 
** A dean’ry! damn his dean’ry! no fuch tricks! 
** A dean’ry! Will not Tom, by Reynolds drawn, 
‘© Look full as well as Brownlow drefs’d in lawn? 
‘< In Brownlow’s humble afpect who can trace 
** One line that fpeaks epifcopacy’s grace? 
‘¢ Did not his purple mark the facred peer, 
“* You'd guefs his cure was forty pounds a year. 
‘© Now view my counterpart !—phlegmati¢, dark, 
“© Proud, felfilh,—fit to be an hierarch! 
‘ ** Thefe outward figns of grace enforce my plan: 
** Tom’s born to ftrut a metropolitan.” 
Unanimity, page 20. 

Would any man imagine the principal obje& of this foolith ribal- 
dry is as confpicuous for his abilities and learning, as in his private 
character he is refpectable? But with this Writer it is a fafficient 
crime, it feems, even to be related to a perfon in office; as it would 
be with his mi/d and amiab/e companion to be in any degree cone 
nected with thofe in Oppofition. 

With refpect to the terary merit of this par nobile fratrum , our opi- 
nion is, in great meafure, included by the fpecimens we have given ; 
our Readers will eafily perceive that the poetry of thefe congenial foult { 
is, at leaft, equal to their moderation Ca- 
Art. 26. Portricat Errusions. ‘To which is added, the 

War of Inis-thona ; a Poem, from Offian: In Englith Verfe. 4to. 

2s. 6d. Hand, Bew, &c. 

Though ftri& impartiality will not permit us to acknowledge that 
thefe Effufions are pofitively poetical, yet that they are negatively fo, 
we will readily own: in thort, they are not unpoetical. There is 
one pleafant efufion, in the manner of Hall’s Crazy Tales : of which 
take the following fpecimen : 


Talking of Apam, makes me wonder, 
And ’tis a doubt I can’t keep under, 
Whether or no 
Our fir Great- grandmother bel 
r reat-grandmother below Was 
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Was Mifs, or Madam ; 
Or whether our Progenitor thought right; 
Having obferv’d her with delight; 
To fhy Mif Eve, or Mrs. Avam: 
If Mifs, I bluth to fay, 
She was a naughty piece of clay ; 
For, after the was in the garden, 
Unlefs fome beaft 
Aéted as Priett, | , 
There was no marriage worth a farthing¢ 
I mention this for Women’s fame, 
For they’ve a right to act the fame; 
But, Ladies, if yott doubt it, 
Afk any Parfon, 


And hé, to help the farcé on, C-t-t. 


Will tell you all about it. | 
Art. 27. Matrimony, a Tale; with an Apology. gto. 13. 6c. 
Exeter printed, by Truman ; and fold in London by Payne, &c. 


1779+ ; 

Dr. Doddridge, {peaking of South’s Sermons, fays, fomewhat 
harfhly, that many of them appear to have been written by the in- 
fpiration of the devil. ‘The Author of this performance pretends td 
infpiration, and being Mu/e-valiant, founds his high pretenfions on 
two lines of Horace: | 

‘© Spiritum Pheebus mihi, Pheebus artem 

_  Carminis, nomenque dedit poetz.” 
But this poetafter miftakes the fource of his infpiration: the devil 
was in him when he wrote this abfurd and invidious tale, Not 
South’s devil :—but the moft filly of all poffible devils. 
_ Had this performance, indeed, been as witty as it is nonfenfical; 
its malignity would have precluded us from faying one word in its 
praife. We reinember not to have read a more ridiculous, or a more 
diabolical piece, notwithftanding the immenfe loads of trath which 
we have, for fo many years, been compelled to examine and account 
for to the Public; ‘ran 

We do not deliver this opinion of the prefent performance from 


the flighteft refentment which we have conceived at this Author's 


awkwatd attempt to difparage and tidicule the judgment of 
— * Meiflieurs 

i The periodical Reviewers.’ | | 
No! ii truth: for we always count on the hatied of foolith and 
wretched fcribblets of every clafs; and fhall ever prefer their abufe 
to their commendation. ‘** Oh! (fays the patient Job, who; by the 
way, feems to have been admirably qualited for the office of a Re« 





viewer) that my enemy had written a book!” B...k 
ee¢ * 


Utinain male qui mibi volunt, fic frent ! oe 
Art. 28, The Religion of the Times; or, a new Mirror for the 
dignified Clergy. By an Enemy to Tyranny; Perfecution, and 
Fiypocrify. 4to, 18 Wallis. 1780. | 
_ The power of ridicule (fays this Writer) hath often been found 
to work miracles, even upon arbitrary difpofitions; and the dread of 
being araigned at the tribunal of the Public hath had its effett, 
Rav, Apr, 1780. Y when 
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when every other.confideration hath been totally rejefted.? We be. 
lieve our Readers will give us full credit, when we affure them that 
we are no enemies fo ridicule, We have often been its advocates 
againft thofe who have decried it through dulnefs: and would 
equally with to exert our abilities in refcuing it from the hands of 
the fpiteful and malignant, who, through prejudice or impudence, 
proftitute and abufe it, With Mr. Pope (who, like Horace, plays 
vound the heart, and yet gives falire its full frength) we confider ri- 
dicule as a facred weapon! But then (as he obferve:) it muft be ufed 
in Truth’s defence; and is denied to all but heavu'n dire&ted hands. If 
our Author's ridicule be examined by this teft, it will be found de- 
ficient in the moft effential quality; noris he fo complete in the 
{ubordinate qualities as‘to make the flighteft recompence for fuch a 
defect. He calls himfelf the ‘ Enemy of Tyranny, Perfecution, and 
\ H¥pocrify :’ and yet the prefent performance bears ftrong marks of 
a tyrannical—perfecuting—and we think we may fay—hypocritical 
Mpirit. Could a tyrant or a perfecutor exprefs the rancour of his 
foul in more mercilefs and invidious language than this Writer hath 
done in the following paragraph, extracted from the Preface? ¢ As 
to thofe mifcreants, the Methodilts, &c. whofe impudence can onl 
be excelled by their ignorance, we would with them, inftead of being 
able to avail themfelves of the clemency of the laws, to be fent to the 
Houfe of Correétion till they be brought, by hard labour, toa fenfe 
of that duty, which they owe, not only to their own families, but 
to the commanity.’ This is the Enemy to Perfecution! Out of 
thine own mouth thou art condemned, thou brat of bloody Bonner! - 
As to this Writer’s hypocrify, we think it very obvious from the 
general defign of this piece; and more efpecially fo from a compa- 
rifon of detached paffages. He profeffes himfelf to be a ‘ Friend to 
the eftablifhed Church of this kingdom’—and, in the conclufion of 


his poem, gives a pious charge to minifters, in the language of St. 
Paul: , | 


‘ Exhort, teprove 


* Fight the good fight of Faith, and‘live to die.’ 
Yes! this very Writer becomes a pious monitor of the clergy of 4i: 
own church, and delivers his admonitions in apoffolic language, who, 
but a few lines before, had thrown out fome very indecent and pro- 
fane hints refpecting the love-feafts of the Methodifts; and, in the 
beginning of his poem, had ironically pleaded for. craft, dif_fimula- 
tion, and knavery, on che authority and example of St. Paul : 

‘ Flatt’ry your higheft card is fure to win, 

And at this game no cheating is a fin. 

Be all things to all men, and ne’er contend 

But for the means to ferve your pious end. 
J Follow St. Paul, you cannot mifs your way, 
| Purfue his plan, you cannot go aftray.’ . 

This Writer’s poetry may rate well enough with his charity and 
fincerity. It would fuffer by any other comparifon. As to wit, we 
can trace out nothing that bears any refemblance to it :—unlefs, 
perchance, it be found in the following notice, ftuck up at the: back 
of the preface: ‘ The Painter’s pictures are now exhibiting fot 


fale: if any one is flruck with his own likenefs, he may purchale . 
- ‘ 
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at a trifling expence: after it is taken home, fhould it not be ap- 
roved of, the painter promifes a retouch, whenever he fhall appear, 
with his features mended, and his complexion improved,’ 
We would advife this Writer to lay down the pen and take up the 
hammer. He would make a tolerable auctioneer! Dp. 


Art. 29. Paradife Regain’d ; or, the Battle * of Adam and the Fix. 


An Heroic Poem. 4to. 2s. Bew. 

We muft honeftly acknowledge that, in endeavouring to flounder 
through this chaos of half-formed ideas, we have been fairly jaded,. 
and obliged to defift from our intended journey before we got half 
waye 
Ix. 30. Seduction : The Spirit of the Times, or Petitions. 

unmafked, a Poem. Wherein is confidered the dangerous Ten-, 

dency of Affociations, and Committees of Correfpondence, for 

_ she Redrefs of Grievances. By a Real Patriot. 4to. 13. Bees 

croft, 

We remember no inftance of a perfon more grofsly miftaking his 
talents than. this honeft, loyal Rhimefter has done, in imagining 
himfelf qualified to addrefs the Public by means of the prefs, 

DRAMATIC 

Art. 31. The Deaf Lover, a Farce. In Two Aéts; as per- 

formed at the Theatre Royal, Covent-Garden. Written by F. 

Pilon. 8vo. 1s. Bowen. 1780. , 

An old jeft of Joe Miller very fuccefsfully wire-drawn into two 
ats of low humour, though the cataftrophe is rather too much pre- 
cipitated even for a farce. We have no idea neither how the French 
proverbe dramatique of the Poulet could poflibly have been conneéted, 
as the Author informs us it originally was, with the ftory of this 
farce. But of thefe pieces he feems to think, like Gay’s Beggar, of 
Operas, that ‘* in this kind of drama it is no matter how abfurdly 
things are brought about.” ; , 
Art. 32, The Reafonable Animals; a fatirical Sketch. As it is 

periormed at the Theatre Royal in the Haymarket, 8vo, 6d. 

Kearfly. 1780. 

This appears to be a tranfverfion from the French, adapted to an 
Englifh puppet-fhew. The Author has a tolerable knack at double- 
thyming, C. 
Art. 33, William and Lucy; an Opera of Two Aéts. An Ate 

tempt to fuit the Style of the Scotch Mafic. 8vo. 1s, Edinburgh, 

Creech, 1780. 

The Author of this little Opera appears to be equal to works of 

rdlore Importance. In this light drama he has amplified, but not. 

improved, the pretty Scotch ballad of 4uld Robin Gray. c 

Novets and MEMorRs. ° 

Art. 34, Letters between Clara and Antonia: In which are inter- 

fperfed the interefting Memoirs of Lord Des Lunettes, a Charagéter 

in real Life. 2 Vols. 12mo. 6s. bound. Bew. 1779. 

0 thofe who’ read merely for amufement, and who look no higher 
i than to the novelift, we may recommend the Letters between 


——— 





— -_ 


nd Duel between Mr. Fox and Mr. Adam, 
Y 2 Clara 


--K, 


C.£-¢. 
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Clara and Antonia. The time that will be beftowed upon them, if 
not vety ufefally employed, will, atleaft, be fpent innocently. The 
Memoirs of Lord Des Lunettes, from the Manner in which they are 
related, feem, as indeed the title-page imports, to be taken from 
zeal life. We are willing, however, to hope that fome part of the 

+ «> “picture is overcharged. C.t-t 

Art. 35. Sutton Abbey: A Novel. Ina Series of Letters founded 
on Faéts. 12mo. 6s. bound. Richardfon and Urquhart. 1779, 
' ‘The generality of novels, being for the moft part compofed of the 
fate materials, bear fo ftrong a refemblance xo each other, that it ig 
| dificultto charaéterize theni. Their difference is that of the peb- 

- ©  * bles on the fea fhore; though no two are exaétly of the fame figure 
and dimenfions, yet the naturalift would be puzzled who fhou!d an- 
dertake to point out their difcriminating peculiarities. In Sutton. 
Abbey we meet with nothing fufciently excellent or defe&ive to 
diftinguifh it from the common run of fecond rate novels, (-¢-t 


Art. 36. The Tutor of Truth. By the Author of the Pupil of 


Pleafure, &c. 12mo. 2 Vols. 6s. bound. Richardfon and 

Urquhart. 1779. 

The ‘‘ Pupil of Pleafure” having been cenfaréd for the glowing 
colours in which the vices of its hero are exhibited, Mr. Courtney 
Melmoth, who poffeffes that happy verfatility which qualifies him to 
be in strumque paratus, here atones for his offence, by delineating a 
Character in all refpe&ts the reverfe of the former ; and he prefaces the 
Narrative with a laboured attempt to point out a fyftematic relation 
between the two pieces, and to deduce an inftru€tive moral from the 
contrafted characters. . , 

Though this piece is, perhaps, more inoffenfive than any.of the 
former productions of this Writer, it muft alfo be faid, that it is lefs 
entertaining. In the humorous characters which are introduced, we 
.difcover little of the true comic. ‘The wit of thefe charaCters confifts 
almoft entirely in the falfe pronunciation or fpelfing of words, or in 
the afe of vulgar or pedantic language. Some of the characters are 
exceedingly unnatural. We can conceive a Malvolie fancying his 
miftrefs in love with his yellow ftockings and croffed garters ; but we 
cannot fuppofe a lover fo much a fool as to imagine a lady to be his 

.“* contratted fpoufe,;” without any preliminary advances on either 
fide. We alfo find fome difficulty, even in this age of gallantry, 1% 
fuppofing it probable that a married woman would entertain fo r0- 
myantic a paflion, as to follow from one country to another, a youth 
who, inftead of feducing her, has treated her with perfect indiffe- 
rence, and who, from principle, has difcouraged every advance to 
wards an illicit amour. » 
. MIscELLANEOUS, a3 

* “Art. 37. Remarks on General Burgoyne’s State of the Expeditut 

Jrom Canada. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie. ee od} 

fp ovr Iaft month’s catalogue we beflowed the commendation on 
Genéral Burgoyne’s fate of the northern expedition, which we 
thought due to fo elaborate and important a performance.—As & lite- 
¥ary compofition, this remarker has little or nothing to fay tot? 
nor does he objeét to the accuracy or authenticity of the fplendid ¢n- 
gravings by which the General’s defence is illufrated. The iat 
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‘nt in difpute is, the real innocence or delinquency of the unfortu- 
nate commander, with regard to thofe movements and meafures (en- 
tirely and confefledly 4is ewa ) which were diretly, perhaps natu- 
rally, attended by the abfolute overthrow of the enterprize, and the 
total lofs of the army. 

We have obferved, in oar mention of The State, &c. that Mr. B. 
tells his tory well, He certainly does fo; but this Writer contends, 
that the General has neverthelefs rejected the folid bafis of fa&, and 
refed his defence on equivocation ; confequently, that ‘the fuper- 
frocture, however finied and decorated, muft fall, and bury his re- 

utation under its ruins, Or ftand only to perpetuate his infamy.’ —_ 

The whole of Mr. B.’s defence is, therefore, brought to reft folely 
onthis queftion—Did he, as he ftrenuoufly urges, fail in his enter- 
prize, merely in confequence of his difappointed expectation with re- 
fpect to the co-operation of General Howe, in order to form a junce 
tion of the armies? This remarker fets himfelf to prove, from au- 
thentic correfpondence, that Mr. B, actually experienced no fuch dif- 
appointment; that the northern colonies had as powerful charms for 
bim as the fouthern colonies had for Sir W. Howe; and that, in theige 
fate of mutual repulfion, the latter ‘ propofed,’ and the former 
‘ heartily acguiefced in, their carrying on their operations entirely ine 
dependent ot each other.’ . 

On this ground both the Generals are totally condemned, we 
might have faid dazed, by their prefent {crutineer; and theMINISTRY, 
who well and wilely planned the Canada expedition, are pronounced 
to ‘Rand’ fully and for ever * acquitted,’ which was, probably, the 
main obje& of this clofe and acute inveftigation. 

Att. 38. The Matrimonial Infolvent AG: oc the Particulars of 

the Act intended to be brought into Parliament this Seffion by a 
_ celebrated Commoner, under Promife of the zealous Concurrence 

of avery great Majority of both Houfes, for the Triennial Diffo- 

lution, by thofe who choofe it, with or without mutual Confent, 
of their unprolific and dif{cordant matrimonial Engagements. De- 

dicated to the Bifhop of Llandaff. 8vo. 1s. Millan. 1780. 
This is the produétion of a wag, who fo well knows how to keep 
his countenance, and has digefted his {cheme fo methodically, as to 
give it a becoming gravi'y of appearance. In the courfe of his pre+ 
fatory obfervations and comments on the fevera! claufes of his bill, he 
throws out many fhrewd remarks, fuggefted by the prefent relaxed 
fate of matrimonial conneétions, and “ the principle on which his 
plan 18 founded, which is briefly conveyed in the following words ; 

Matrimony, moft affuredly, is a co-partnerfhip bufinefs, that re- 

aRhuires ajoint ftock of fidelity, affetion, &c. to carry it fuccefsfully 
on, tn which to be deficient is to be jnfolvent, and a {pecies of infol- 
vency that has a much greater claim to legiflative commiferation and 
indulgence than that which proceeds from pecuniary mifhaps, 
Art, 39: Confiderations Libres fur le Divorce, &c. Free Confi- 
frations on Divorce, fubmitted to the Tribunal of the impartial 

Public. 8vo, Spilfbury. 1780. 

Thefe Confiderations are better entitled to the epithet of /icentioul, 

an to that of free, They are dedicated to. the Ladies of England, 
#¢ written, if we believe the dedication, by a French woman of con- 

Y¥ 3 dition, 
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dition, who, ‘ being perfecuted by a cruel and tyrannical hufband. 
feized the firft opportunity of ‘breaking her chains, and fled for fe. 
fuge into the only country of Europe where perfonal liberty js re. 
fpeéted, and its enjoyment fecured to every individual, by the pro. 
tection of the Laws.’ If we may judge by the language, this per. 
formance appears indeed to have been written by a native of France, 
whofe genius, whatever it may be, feems not to have been cultivated 
by a very liberal education; but we have too much refpeét for the 
fair fex to fuppofe it poflible, that ‘ The Confiderations’ thould 
come from one of their number, efpecially as the publication is ate 
tended with a meannefs, we had almolt faid fraud, which is extremely 
difgraceful, The pamphlet contains twenty-fix pages of miferable 
paper and print ; its utmoft value fixpence. ‘There is no price men. 
tioned in the title-page or the advertifement, but the work is fold for 
balf a-crown. emi 

Art. 40. Love and Madnefs. A Story too true. In a Series of 
Letters between Parties, whofe Names would perhaps be men- 
tioned, were they lefs known or lefs lamented. 8vo. 3s. 6d, 
fewed. Kearfly. 1780. 

Thefe Letters are given as the correfpondence of the late unfortu- 
nate Mr. Hackman, with Mifs Ray. Of their authenticity we can 
fay but little ; for though we profefs ourfelves critics, we pretend not 
to beconjurors. The Letters are well written, and, fuppofing them 
genuine, they muft be extremely interefting to every Reader. They 
are enlivened with a variety of anecdotes, chiefly of a literary kind. 
Among other mifcellaneous matters, the ftory of that extraordinary 
genius, Thomas Chatterton, is introduced at great length, with cri- 
tical obfervations on his writings; an account of his publication of 

oems faid to have been written by one Rowley, a Monk, about 
three hundred years ago ; of his other fchemes of authorfhip; and 
finally, of his unhappy exit, in the eighteenth year of his age.—This, 
if we miftake not, is the moft valuable part of the book. Mr. Hack- 
man figures as the hiftorian of Chatterton,—If this be all ‘* borrowed 
perfonage,”? as Mr. Walpole expreffes it, it is fo ingenious a fiction, 
that the Author will be praifed, perhaps, for his abilities, even by 
thofe who may find themfelves inclined to impeach his honefty. 

| RELIGIOUS and CONTROVERSIAL. 

Art. 41. A Letter to the Rev. Mr. Archdeacon Law, on his De- 
fence of Popery, as delivered in his Charge to the Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Rochellter. 4to. 1s. Davies, 

‘The weapons of irony are here very aukwardly, illiberally, and 
pahecretatilly employed, in oppofition to the folid fenfe and manly 
arguments by which Mr. Archdeacon Law fupports the principles of 
Catholicifm and univerfal toleration. B, 
Art. 42. 4 Letter from the Rev. Sir Harry Trelawny, Bart. A.B. 

y tothe Rev. Thomas Alcock, A. M. Vicar of Runcorn and of Si- 
*** Budeaux, Devon. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 1780. 

From the verfatility of this gentleman’s difpofition, it was Cole 
jeflured that he would by this time have completed his fchifma- 
tical circyit, and become ftationary in the good old eafy chair of 
his own, and his father’s, and grandfather’s church. But the ga 


prophets, who laughed ag his eccentricity, and the grave ones, va 
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wept over his apoftacy, have been equally miftaken in their calcula- 
tons of thisexpefled event. Sir Harry, indeed, ‘* cafts a longing— 
lingering look behind”—on his a/ma mater ! and complains very pa- 
thetically of the tender ftruggles between inclination and con{cience, 
t in fpite of ‘ early-formed attachments,’ and every confideration 
Sie that of real conviction, he continues a diffenter, and declares 
¢ 45 an honeft man, that he cannot return to the communion of the 
eftablithed church.’ This letter is defigned to juftify, and in fome 
degree explain the grounds and reafons of his refolution with refpeé 
tononconformity. Sir Harry writes like an honeft man; nor is he 
the ferce prefbyterian that many young converts, when they have 
left the church, have proved, through mere zeal for, and fond at- 
tachment to, a xew thing. Sir Harry blames Mr. Robinfon for the 
{ame reafon for which we had cenfured him before, in our account of 
his ** Plan.* of Leétures on Nonconformity.’ We hope Mr. Robin- 
fon’s good fenfe hath taught him to make a true eflimate of the merit 
of his performance, and we fhall be happy to prefent the public with 
fome of his confeffions and retractations. Let him follow the example 
of Sir Harry, who iscandid enough to make a very humble apology 
forthe fcenes in which he cut fuch a ridiculous figure, when he was 
connected with the unlettered miflionaries of the tabernacle, and 
made the tool of enthufiafm and craft. ‘ ‘lhe fervour of inexperienced 
youth, afcrupulous mind, and converfation with exthufaffical dif- 
fenters, confpired to produce all that religious phrenfy, which for 
many months hurried me into exceffes that I fhall not juftify. May 
all this {pace be confidered as a parenthefis in the hiftory of my life!’ 
And yet we apprehend, that when Sir Harry’s life is publifhed, that 
which he wifhes to have included in a parenthefis, will contain the 


moft curious and original anecdotes of the whole Aifory, B..-k. 


Art. 43. Sermons on various ufeful and important Subjects, 
adapted to the Family and Clofet, By George Lambert. 8vo. 
48s. 6d. Bound. York, printed; London, fold by Dilly. 1779. 
We have here twenty-eight difcourfes, on the following fubjects :— 

Sacred Logic; or the Comfort of Revelation fupported on the 

Bafis of Reafon: God honoured and Sinners pardoned, or Free Grace 

magnified ; The Saviours Honour and the Saint’s Happinefs united : 

The Saint’s Treafure, or Help found in God: Strength in Chrift: 

Jehovah’s Immutability ; or, a Sinner’s Salvation all of God: God 

the Gracious Remembrancer ; or, prefent Declenfions fet in the Light 

of paft Experience: The Spiritual Banquet; or, Provifion made in 

God’s Houfe for needy Sinners: God’s Word the beft Companion ; 

or, the Duty of Parents and Children with refpéeét to the Scripture: 

The Objet and Nature of Faith ; The Scripture Evidences of Faish: 

€ to God traced to its Origin: THe Faint encouraged, and the 

Weak fupported; or, Divine Strength perfeéted in human Weak- 

nefs: Farewell to Life; or, the aged Believer going to Reft, &c, 
Thefe fermons are not to be ranked with the elegant and learned ; 

they are fomewhat in what may be called the old ftamp of preaching; 

but they are pious, ferious, and affe€tionate;—in the calviniftical 
mrain. Though we may not entirely concur in fentiment with this 





—_ 


* Vide Review, laft vol. p. 291. ; 
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Writer, we read with fome pleafure, the account he gives of the 
harmony which fubfifts not merely in his own immediate flock, but 
in the town of Hull; and ‘ which,’ he fays, ‘ I truft, is more than 
the fhadow of ceremony, or the found of report.’ 

: ScHooy-Book. Y. 
Art. 44. 4 complete Sytem of Praétical Arithmetic, and Three 

Forms of Book-keeping : The Two firft of which are upon a more 

ufeful Plan for Reiail Trade than any extant, and the laf by Double 

Entry. By William Hedley, Mathematician, t2mo. 25, 64, 

Newcafile upon Tyne printed, by Saint. Sold by Macgowan ig 

Paternofter-Row, London. 1779. 

We recollect to have heard it sepeatedly afferted by a Maffer-Re- 
viewer (not our own), that he *f never met with a mathematician who 
knew any thing of fine language.” To the fame purport, though not 
in fuch direct terms, we recolleét an expreflion of the famous ‘Fohn 
James Rouféau: his words, as near as we can remember, are, *‘ goze but 
blockheads and geometricians write without epithets,” ‘To convince the 
latter, if he had fortunately been living to be convinced, that there 
are mathematicians (for all geometers are mathematicians) who do 
not write without epithets ; and to flrike the former gentleman dumb 
for ever (on this fubjeé&t), we bring forward into public view Mr. 
William Hedley, of Cambo, mathematicign ; who, in the preface to 
this Comprere Sy/em of Pra&ical Arithmetic, thus writeth ; 

‘ Apologies for {welling the number of fuch publications are fe- 
culiar to the generality of authors, both ancient and modern; and cone 
formable to the prevalence of cuitom, it will be natural from fo im- 
bibed a fafhion, to expeét, and even be deemed neceffary, that this 

_« ggreatife thould be ufhered into the world in the fame backuey'd for 
pentine alleys of its predeceffors. _ sates ie 

'. © But from what fource arifeth apologizing inevitable, when con- 
{cious the undertaking re¢fts upon the bafis of public weal, unpreju- 
diced by principle or pecuniary expeétations ? 

€ Such is the motive of my inducement; yet notwithftanding the 
juftnefs of the perfuafion, | am well aware that it will fink far be- 
neath the fummit of perfection (an elevated precipice the moft ambi- 
tious cannot attain) in the eyes of the judicious ; but particularly fo 
to thofe whofe misfortune it is to be the poffeffors of a dens incapable 
of difplaying the objeéts of their fellow-labourers in any other light 
but deformity.’ | 

If, after reading this extraé&t, there remain any Reviewers (maflers 
Or men, no matter which) who yet doubt that mathematicians ufe 
epithets, and can, when occafions require it, write fixe languages 
may they be obliged to read not only Mr. Hedley’s preface, but allo 
his Complete Syitem of Praétical Arithmetic, and Three Forms of 
Book-kceping, Waite Book, Journal, &c. quite through, even (0 
the laft page of his Ledger by Double Entry ; where they will find 
* Balance Dt to /pontaneous Farm for value remaining 1800 1.’ 

The Complete Syftem of Praétical Arithmetic is chiefly made up 
of the ‘* fhreds and clippings” of other complete fyftems which have 
b:en formerly ufhered in, in the fame ‘ hackney’d ferpentine alleys. 
with itfelf. We fpeak not this out of any difrefpec to the modern 
method of making books with fciffars and pafte, inftead of pens, and 
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ak: very good books may have been made by this method ; and fos 

haps, might a very good book of arithmetic, provided the clip- 
ings were done with fkill, and the threds collecied with judgment : 
but we are forry to add, Mr. Hedley muft neither clip nor felec& 
aye his three forms of book-keeping, it will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that fometime ago the author of a book of arithmetic, for the 
ufe 9 |chools, wanting a pretence for adding fix-pence to the price 
of his book, bethought him of putting a form of book-keeping at the 
end of it; foon after anather author adds two to Sis publication: and 
Mr. Hedley, that he might exceed all who have gone before him, 


has added shree. 
Sermons on the late GENERAL Fast, Feb. 4, 1780. Ww. 
J, Preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge. By Richard 

Watfon, D. D. F.R.S. Regius Profeffor of Divinity in that 

Univerfity. 4to. 18. Rivington, &c. 

We give the precedence to this difcourfe, becaufe, from the pecu- 
liar excellence of the Author’s fentiments, and the force and elegance 
of his language, we think it intitled to this diftinction.—We here 
behold the manly freedom and refolution of the honeft Briton, fo 
admirab!y blended with the moderation and piety of the good Chrif- 
tian, that while we are animated by the fpirit of the one, we are im- 
proved by the principles of the other. The learned and ingenious 
Profeffor dea's not in that ftrain of loofe and empty declamation, fo 
common on tuch occafions. He does not facrifice fenfe to found ; nor 
fupply the want of argument by the abundance of metaphor. He 


delivers his opinion with a decency which does credit to his manners, 


and with a firmnefs which is confiftent with integrity. An ancient 
Roman would have applauded his zeal; and a primitive Chriftian 
would have acknowledged the juftnefs of it. He hath not funk re- 
ligion into politics: he hath founded politics on religion. In @ 
word, for dignity and liberality of fentiment—for energy and per- 
{picuity of language—and for an unaffected fpirit of honefty and 
plain-heartednefs, which infpires the whole, we, without hefitation, 
yank this difcourfe in the firft clafs of pulpit productions, 

We think the following quotations will pleafe all but the flaves of 
a corrupt ftate, who, under the pretence of national glory, will fae 
crifice every duty of common juftice and general benevolence;— 
though, indeed, national good is only the pretence, the real- motive 
1s private intereft, 

‘ The councils of princes are ufually governed, either by the 
princes themfelves, or by a few individuals of their cwn appoint- 
ment, who being in moft countries free from human animadverfion, 
and the fear of punifhment, too frequently fuppofe themfelves fu- 
perior to all controul. Men of this lamp, if they do not look upon 
religion as a human contrivance, invented by ftatefmen to keep the 
ignorant in awe, are apt to confider its influence as limited by the 
concerns of private life. The profperity of the ftate, or, which is 
with them, the fame thing, the gratification of their ambition, or 
any other paffion, they think, may be profecuted by all poffible 
means, In public tranfactions they acknowledge no juftice but what 
pings from utility, and is regulated thereby. The fanctiry of 

| , treaties 











330 Fast-Day SERMONS, 


treaties is defpifed: guaranties are broken as foon as made: and the 
confider him as a forry politician indeed, who expects that any nation 
will adhere to its engagements longer than while it is their interes 
not to break them. {here can be no doubt, that individuals pro- 
fefling principles fuch ‘as thefe are not Chriftians. They’ may be 
potent princes; experienced ftate(men; able generals: —but they are 
not Chriftians. Chriftianity, in its regards, fteps beyotd the narrow 
bounds of national advantage in queit of univerfal good. It doth 
not encourage particular patriotifm in oppolition to general benignity; 
or prompt us to love our country at the ex ence of our integrity ; of 
allow us to indulge our padions to the detriment, of thoufands, It 
Jooks upon all the human race as children of the fame father, and 
es them equal bleflings:—in ordering us to do good ; to love as 
rethren; to forgive injuries; and to ftudy peace. It quite an- 
nihilates the difpofition for martial glory, and utterly debafes the 
pomp of war. ' 

‘ Itis not here infinuated, that a nation of Chriftians is bound to 
give way to the depredations of an unjult invader. That would not 
be doing good, but harm. It would be encouraging the wicked to 
opprefs the innocent. But though the right of jult defence be cer- 
tainly allowed us, upon the principles of Chriftianity, yet woe be to 
that man who puts us to the neceflity of ufing it!—who, from mo- 
tives of pride, ambition, intereft, or refentment, commences, or 
Carries On an unjuft war! He may chance to meet with the favour of 
his prince; be extolled by his fellow-citizens ; admired by furround- 
ing nations; yet muft he anfwer for his conduct at a tribunal, where 
princes cannot protect him, nor the praifes of the people follow him ; 
nor reafons and neceflities of ftate, much le{s prejudices and paflions 
be urged in his defence, Divefted of the pride of office, and the 
infolence of power, he muft there ftand a defolated, unprotected in- 
dividual, The tears of the widow and the orphan will be produced 
apainit him, and the blood of thoufands will cry aloud for venge- 
ance. 

‘ There is fcarcely a court or council in Europe, in which private 
intereft has not made fhipwreck of men’s confciences. ‘This is a fore 
evil every where, beyond the example of former times, It is faid to 
be a national evil amongft ourfelves: and on a day, fuch as this, 
when we confefs a nation’s fins, want of political principles fhould 
not be overlooked. I mean not to offend any party : but if truth 
can be offenfive, I fear not in {peaking truth to offend them all. He, 
who from apprehenfion or expetation, from gratitude or refentment, 
or from any other worldly motive, fpeaks or acts contrary to his 
decided judgment, in fupporting or oppofing any particular fyftem 
of politics, is guilty of a great fin, the confequences of which no 
worldly intereft can compenfate.’—* Probity is a uniform principle: 
it cannot be put on in our private clofet, and put off in the councils 
chamber, or the fenate. And it is no inconfiderable part of probity 
to fpeak, as occafion offers, with boldnefs, and to aé with firmnels, 
according to the diétates of confcience. Did all men do this, which 
it is unqueftionably each man’s efpecial duty to do, and which, but 
for fome dirty profpeét of intereft, every man would do, the world 


would be much better than it is, He who atts contrary to convic- 
tion 
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inan, let him boaft what he will of his integrity as 
ftill he is not the honeft man he ought to be :—if he 
let him lay his hand on his heart :—it will 
throb with confcious fhame, and tell him it is true.’ , 

We have made larger extracts from this fermon, than we are ace 
cuftomed to do from a fingle difcourfe, Their excellence and pro- 


bliety will be our beft apology. 


tion as 3 public 
a privace man, It 
doubts the affertion 





Church, Weftminfter. By John Lord Bifhop of St. David's, 

4to. 1S. Davis. ; 

This fermon bears few traces of profound judgment, and difcovers 
very little fkill in compofition. Jf is calculated to flatter the haughti- 
nefs of authority. The reft is nought but what might have been the 

roduétion of any Curate in his Lordfhip’s diocefe—a loofe, general, 
and indefinite harangue on the trite topics of fin and reformation: 
—rebellion and loyalty ! B.. 
]lJ. Preached before the Honourable Houfe of Commons, at the 

Church of St. Margaret's, Weitminiter. By George Horne, D. D, 

Prefident of Magdalen College, Oxford, and Chaplain in Ordi- 

nary to his Mzjefty. 4to. 1s. Rivington. 

Dr. Horne is an ingenious writer; and his fermons abound with 
the beauties of fentiment and language. He is, however, too much 
inclined to a myftic method of interpretation ;.and he frequently 
pays his orthodoxy a very poor compliment, by feeking a refuge for 
it in allegory, when it lofes its fupport in plain fcripture, and com- 
mon fenfe. If we had not known Dr. Horne to be a churchman at 
all points, we fhould have fufpe&ted: that he had been indebted for 
many of his Scripture allufions to the Prefbyterian fermons preached 
before the Parliament, inthe laft century. Their political principles, 
indeed, are quite at variance with each other: but their theological 


— have avery near affinity: and references to the Old Teita- 


ent—to Lot and Affur; to lfrael and Reuben; are as common with 
the one as with the other. | 

But Dr. Horne might have dealt in myftery and metaphor, if his 
fancy had led him to an amufement of that fort. We might have 
{miled at feeing a grave divine p/ayimg with texts of Scripture before 
the Houfe of Commons, But we think the Doctor had fomething 
worfe than a play toy in his head, when he penned and delivered 
the following paragraph. ° 

* He [viz. Jehovah] looketh on all the inhabitants of Tu1s land, 


| [I]. Preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the Ave, * 


and confidereth all rue1R works, And when he thus looketh, what. 


doth he behold? He beholdeth — — — the faith once de- 
livered to the faints, deferted for the dregs of Socinianifm ;—~a fer 
of men, ftyling themfelves pbilofophers, wantoning in all the para- 
doxical abfurdities of fcepticifm, leaving us, between them, neither 
matter nor /pirit, neither body nor foul, and doing their beft en- 
deavours in their lives, and after their deaths, to render us a nation 
literally ‘* without God in the-world.” 

This jingling and affected allufion to Dr. Prieftley is equally un- 
candid and unjuft. * Styling s¢hem/elves philofophers!’ No, Mr, 
Prefident! the Dogtor never afumed the title. All Europe hath 
given ittohim. *¢ Leaving neither matter nor fpirit ’ He hath left 

what 
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what will effeftually anfwer every purpofe of the Gofpel. He hath 
left man, whatever he may be compofed of, in the hands of the God 
who created him out of nothing :—he hath left him to be judged by 
the eveslafting Gofpel at the Great Day, when his * corruptible 
fhall put on incorruption, and his mortal be clothed with immor- 


t ‘a 
. preached in the Cathedral, Canterbury. Rv the Honooat® 

and Rev. James Cornwallis, LL. D. Dean of Canterbury. to, 

6d. Robfon. 3 

A ferious and candid difcourfe, containing many juft and pious 
reflections on the interpofition of divine Providence, in the various 
revolutions of ftates and empires. The text, as well as the occafion, 
led immediately to fuch reficétions. Job xii. ver. 23. ** He en. 
creafeth the nations and deitroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations 
a them again.” The following remarks are ingenious 
and pertinent. ‘ Amidit the univerfal cenfures upon our enemies, 
we are not to forget our own fituation, or be blind to our own fail- 
ings: and neither the flagrancy of their public offences, nor the 
ftriking licentioufnefs of their manners, ought, in the fmallef degree, 





to fhake our belief in the Supreme Governor of the world. Thef, 


their iniquitics, do not at all leffen the probability of their being ( 


employed as inftruments to humble us. The Babylonians, at the 
time of the Jewith captivity, were inferior to the Jews in morality ; 
and the moit horrid and unparalleled crimes itain the annals of the 
Romans, about the time of the deftruction of Jerufalem But as 
thefe events had been foretold, there can be no room for thinkiog. 
that they were not direéted by the immediate hand of God. They, 
evidently were fo. To the Jews much had been given, and of them,. 
therefore, the more was required.” The application of thefe reflec- 
tions to our own country, privileged to fo high a degree, is obvi 

and ftriking. "B.... 
V. National Depravity, the Caufe and Mark of Divine Fudgment upon 

@ Land, &c. from Luke xiii. 3. By Benjamin Dawfon, LL. D. 

Rettor of Burgh, in Suffolk. 4to. 6d. Wilkie. 

Contains fome good obfervations on the propenfity, too common 
with mankind, to conclude from particular events, that great fuffer- 
ings are the immediate coniequences of divine judgments. The 
conclufion, when it relates to individuals, is generally the effe& of 
ignorance, bigotry, and perfonal hatred. After guarding his hear- 
ers, according to the example of our Saviour, in the verfes which 
precede the text, againft rafh and uncharitable judgment, the Doc- 
tor obferves, that * though we have no right to pronounce whem, 
and on whom, the judgments of God are brought from any calamities 
that befal others, yet that fin and wickednefs tend to bring them upon 
a land and nation, and that the text fhews us, in a very awful declae. 
ration, how afflictive vifitations of heaven fhou!d affeét us, and be 
improved by us.—‘* Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife perifh.” . 

The concluding part of this difcourfe is lefs of a praétical, and 
more of a political nature. Neither the church nor the ftate (i. ¢. 
as they zow are) will conclude much on the Doétor’s orthodoxy. In 
a note, he makes an apology for the freedom he hath taken with the 
lattes in this difcourfe. The perfons the moft ready to make a com- 
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ead, are thofe, he fuppofes, who would be perfeétly 
on fome days of * ftate-appointment—fuch as the martyrdom 
of the BLESSED king; the reftoration, &c. &c. to liften to doétrines 
and maxims of the moft dangerous and pernicious tendency ; fuch as, 
afive obedience and non-refifiance—the divine and hereditary right of 
ian. &c. Sec.’———- How far the Doétor’s apology will be admitted, 


plant on this h 


conrent, 


mut be left to the determination of his readers. D...k. 


VJ, Preached and publifhed for the Ufe of the Parithes of Boneleghe 
and Luthleigh, in the County of Devon. By Robert Iripp, A. M. 
Chaplain to the Earl of Egremont. &vo. 6d. Exeter printed 

horn. 
te ‘n vain for a man to fay that he publifbes a fermon for the ufe 
of his parifhioners. When it ts fent abroad into the world, it invites 
the reading, and virtually appeas to the judgment, of every one. 

Mr. Tripp muft not think of thielding himfelf beneath the modeft 

pretence of his title-page. He futficiently difcevered his weaknefs, 

by preaching fuch a futile, puerile fermon, even to the poor fouls of 

Boneleghe and Luthleigh. His pubtifring it betrayed his vanity, and 

expofed that incapacity for literary compofition, which, but for this 

unlucky ftep, might never have got beyond the walls of his parifz 


churches. B...k. 


VI, A national Change in Morals, in Meafures, and in Politics, necef 
fary to national Profperity. 8vo. ts. Cadell, 

If we miftake not, this Sermon was announced in the public 
papers, as the performance of ‘ a Chefhire clergyman.’ The Au- 
thor informs us, in his preface, that © he hath 2o conneétion either 
with the leaders of, or the dependents on, adminiftration; with 
thofe who diftribute, or thofe who enjoy the honours and emoluments 
of office. Much lefs does he think, and much /¢/ has he to do with 
the demagogues or their dupes; with the political empirics, or the 
fubjefts of their impofition; with the original venders, or the {mall 
dealers in fedition; with the rebels, their agents, accomplices, or 
aflociations.? This Sermon bears a ftriking refemblance of the mae 
lignant fpirit which infpires the writings of that ‘ political empiric,’ 
Dr. Shebbeare. The fame indifcriminate abufe of all the members 
of the Oppofition—the fame infolent and prefumptuous arraignment 


‘of fecret motives, which are the notorious charatteriftics of Dr, 


Shebbeare’s productions, difgrace the Sermon before us. If it be 
really the compofition of a clergyman, and if it was indeed preached 
to any congregation of Chriftians, we are forry for it. His zeal for the 


re ‘government hath led him to tranfgrefs all the bounds of modefly and 
candour, He converted the pulpit into a theatre of fcandal and de- 


famation. He forgot -the very firft defign of a day of humiliation ; 
and in his rage to caft out one devil, ‘* took with him feven other 
devils more wicked than the frft.” 


This Writer, who calls the gentlemen of the Oppofition, * a needy 


and noify party;’—who ate.‘ inceffantly morofe, querulous, and 
croaking,’ 2 * rancorous, unrelenting, malignant, difappointed, def- 
Perate fa€tion, whofe fole moftificatién is to be out of place, and 
whofe bittereit vexation is never to be credited by thofe they threaten ;” 
delcends fo low, fo very low in the vocabulary of abufe and {currilie 
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ty, as to call the Americans—* Yawxits.’ And all this, gentle C 
reader, in a /ermon /—in a fermon too, ona lowly and contrite Faf a 

day! i 
Vill. Preached at Charlotte Street Chapel, Pimlico, &c, By the me | Nf 
Rev. Richard Harrifon, Minifter of the faid Chapel, 8yo. ;, a 

* Bew. ; h 

’ 

octooe#. Aig performance breathes a fpirit of piety. The Author, after t 
Jamenting the corruptions in faith and practice, which have Crept t! 

into the church, and in his opinion, have made a moft alarming : 
progrefs among the Diffenters (once eminent for their ftri€tnefs and x 


orthodoxy !) informs his Readers, ‘ that the very fathers and guardians 

of the church are aflecp, while its enemies are quietly, but boldly and 

ublicly, fowing the tares of herefy and infidelity amongft us.” Mr, 

Flarrifon’s zeal, indeed, makes him ‘* fear where no fear is.” [py R 

the catalogue of national and crying fins, he hath produced the ‘ 
general neglect of ‘ the 4oly feafon of Lent,’ as a ftriking and cor. 
roborative ‘ proof of the degeneracy of our church,’ Verily this is 

an alarming confideration ! B...k 

1X. The Necefity of making God our Friend at this alarming Crifs; oe 
3 g; Ferioufly urged.—At the Parifh Church of Kirk-Heaton. By the 
o“ee "Rev. John Sunderland. 8vo, 6d. Huddersfield-printed, and 

~ fold by Brook, &c. 3 

A tolerably decent difcourfe.—The Preacher, indeed, feems to be 

a better Chriftian than a Politician, Witnefs the following paffage: 

+ As the prefent war has not been entered upon from a vain principle 

of ambition—to gratify the re/entment of an angry, or the pride of an é 

afpiring monarch, but in defence of the p/aine/ rights and privileges— . 

and after every other method of reconciliation had been tried in vain, 

fo it behoves us, efpecially at this juncture, to beware of encourag- 


ing any meafure of defigning men, which may tend to weaken the "4 
hands of government.’—Can any one, acquainted with the hiftory of J 


the American fyftem of affairs, lay his hand on his bofom, and 
ferioufly utter fuch language as this? Let others do as they pleafe. 

We cannot: and amidft the folemn devotions of a Faft-day, we : 
fhould have efteemed it the moft impious piece of mockery to the all- 


feeing God, had we joined in fuch an affertion. | 
X., Preached in Hackney-church, and publifhed at the Requeft of the | 
| congregation. 8vo, 6d. Dilly. in 
A ferious expoftulation with finners, to turn from their wicked th 
1 ways. The text is taken from 2 Chron, vii. 14. BK} 
X{. To a Congregation of Proteftant Diffenters, at York, and pub- , 
‘ dithed at the Requeft of the Audience. By Newcombe Cappe. 4 
_8vo. 1s. Johnfon. - 2 
" ThisSermon abounds with ftriking fentiments, and we with others, B 
} who have thought proper to exhibit to the world their faft-day decla- ~ 
mations, had been infpired with the piety and candour of this fenfible 
and amiable minifter. 
With paying this juft tribute to the abilities and temper of Mr. ( 
_Cappe, impartiality obliges us to remark, that his language is very fe 
far from being a proper model of pulpit eloquence. We could quote Z 
paflages remarkably pleafing and elegant, in point of Ryle; but Mr. 
h sel Cappe 
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Cappe is fo much of a manneriff (as the painters fay), that ina 
qubole piece he becomes tirefome. One fentence frequently involves 
+, it feveral diftin&t ideas, and on that account becomes obfcure. 
ok in reading it, we often lofe the beginning before we arrive at the end, 
and are obliged to review the paflage, in order to collect its meaning. 
Mr, Cappe may charge all this to the account of our dulnefs, and not 
tohis want of perfpicuity. It may be fo. Perhaps we are dull; but 


the misfortune is, that there is not, poflibly, one of an hundred 


XII, Tbe Chara&er of a true Patriot briefly delineated—to a Society of 
“Proteftant Diffenters, at Prefcot. By the Rev. John Wilding. 


8vo. 1s» Johnfon. 
| An illuftration of a patriotic character, from the example of Nehe- 


|, XU Virtue and Patriotifm founded on Religion: Preached at Yar- 
mouth. By Thonias Howe. 8vo. 6d. Law. 


XIV. Profefors admonifhed in the Day of Calamity; or, The Lord's 
ok. Controverfy with Tjrael; at the Meeting-Houfe in Little Moor- 
fields) By W. Bennet. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 

This difcourfe is formed (and we believe with a very honeft and 
godly intention) on the old puritanical model. The Preacher hath 
adopted all the cant phrafes of the nonconformifts of the laft century, 
fuch as the ‘ ingathering of the people to king Fe/us—the withdrawment 
of God’s gracious comforting prefence—the crying fins of drefs and 
fafhion, cards and playhoufes, &c.’ In this difmal pi€ture which he 
hath exhibited of the prefent times, he hath drawn a flattering out- 
line of puritanifm, in order to aggravate their deformity by the con- 
raft. * The Puritans (fays Mr. Bennet) weré an ornament to their 

/ caufe, the glory’of their churches, and the terror of their enemies.’ 
Terrible indeed, when they had the art of frightening the.old women 
of both fexes by the awfulnefs of their vifages, and the deep and dire- 
ful tone of {piritual commination ! Their terror was fomething more 
than the form of mock authority, 

* «© When in the faddle of one fteed, 
ok “© The Saracen and Chriffian rid.” 


_* The late very learned Bifhop of Gloucefter appears to have been 
indebted to thefe lines of Hudibras, for a curious, and as many 

k thought, original, delineation of puritanifm, in his ‘* Doétrine of 
) oad! Grace.” Speaking of the gradations of enthufiafm, from the Pre 
tifan to the Methodiff, he obferves, that ‘* the methodift is now an 
apoftolic independent, and the independent was then a Mahometan 
methodift."—The Saracen and Chriftian! Admirable compofition { 

But fo it was, fi... 
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Es" Correfpondent, Philo-Martinus, who points out to us an 
‘ inconfiftency that ftruck him, in the two Arft fentences of the 





‘cond paragraph of our account of Dr. Duncan’s late publication 
of Mr, Baxter’s pofthumous work, [See our Review for January lait, 


P- 58] 








readers of faft fermons but may be as dull as ourfelves ! YK... ck. 


miah, prime minifter of the Jews, after the captivity. BR. ok . 


A pious and candid difcourfe, and not deftitute of animation. B..R. 


k. 
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— > — 
———- —< 


li 








336 CoRRESPONDENCE, 


p- 58] fhould have reflected that a Monthly Reviewer may not ba 
able, with all his wits about him, to exprefs, in the compafs of 
four or five lines, the precife meaning which his Author has at large 
conveyed, perhaps in as many pages; fo as to efcape the Piercing 
eye of an author, or of an attentive and warm friend. The Re. 
viewer’s meaning, in thefe two fentences, would, however, to 
Jefe ftri€t reader, moft probably appear to be this :———ethat Dr, Dap. 
can originally conceived a defire of — in the Priefleyan controa 
-werfy refpeéting the Soul; but wifhed to divert the attention of the 
‘Public from the metaphyfcal confideration of the fubje&. 

In faét, the Reviewer, in the firft of thefe two fentences, ufes the 
phrafe—‘‘ the late controverfy concerning the materiality of the 
foul”—merely as a general name or #itle, by which he meant to 
defign the controverfy refpecting the /ou/: and it is not a ** palpable | 

* <*° °° ‘abfurdity,’’ as our Correfpondent choofes to exprefs himfelf, to fay 
that Dr. Duncan wifhed to write on the /ubje@; though he difliked * 
athe metapbyfical wurn which the controverfy had taken.—But even the 
paffage, literally taken, can fcarce, except by the captious, be faid | 
to involve a palpable abfurdity, A man may farely ‘* conceive a de« 
fire of offering his fentiments on the /ubje8” of a metaphyfical cone 
troverfy; and yet, very confiftently, with to diffuade the Public from , 
attending to the fubject heretofore metaphyfically treated; and may | 
recommend a better mode of treating it.—If this implies an abfur- , 
dity, the guilt is Dr. Duncan's, not the Reviewer’s. 
Our Correfpondent makes a remark likewife on our note at the 
bottom of p. 60; where he thinks we have left too much to the fa- 
acity of our Readers. ‘The Reviewer has not, at prefent, accefs to 
the book itfelf; but would willingly here fubjoin the ¢ontext.with;,._ 
which our Correfpondent has favoured us in his letter, were. it therg,- > 
prefented in fuch a manner as to throw light upon the fubje&, B.--ys 








1 

( 

( 

1 

*.° T. S. recommends to our notice, a mifcellaheous publica. | 

tion, by Mr. Charles Graham, of Penrith. The book has not been . 
advertifed for fale in London; but if it fhould fall in our way; we 

muft, in courfe, mention it to our Readers: meantime, the ,pecimen ' 

which this Correfpondent hath fent us, excites no impatience in us 

to perufe the other compofitions of a perfon whofe natural capacity 

fo evidently wants the advantages of literary cultivation. Without ( 

thofe advantages, it cannot be expected that © illiterate $ mechanics’ ( 

will ever arrive at any eminence in the republic of letters; or that 1 

their writings fhould be confidered as a valuable addition to our li- ( 

braries: which are, indeed, greatly over-ftocked with the compofi- 

tions of minor poets, and minor profe-writers, of every elafs and de- , 

nomination, ) 





+4+ We acknowledge the receipt of B,’s communications 3 but h¢ 
has miftaken the plan of the Monthly Review. Qur Journal is pot 
f{apported by contribuitions from pérfons unknown. , 
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+ Our Correfpondent’s expreffion, | 
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